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HOWEY AWARDED FIRST PLACE IN VIRGINIA GIS CONFERENCE 
 
Sept. 18, 2014, Blacksburg, Virginia – Catherine Howey, intern for Blacksburg Transit and the NRV 

Metropolitan Planning Organization, (NRV-MPO), was awarded first place for her poster, “Development 

of a Regional Transit GIS Portal” at the 25th annual Virginia GIS Conference in Richmond held on Sept. 

16. Howey’s poster showcased the MPO-funded Regional GIS Transit Portal, a website dedicated to 

transit mapping information, including regional bus stops and routes. 

 

Dr. Erik Olsen, Transportation Planner for Blacksburg Transit and NRV-MPO said, “Ms. Howey’s poster 

explained the development and impact a transit GIS portal can have on providing accurate public 

transportation data within the New River Valley area.”  

 

Howey is a Master of Science candidate in Geography at Virginia Tech. As an intern she supports 

regional transportation projects at Blacksburg Transit and NRV-MPO. 

 

More information on the GIS Transit Portal can be found at http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/transit/. 
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