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Purpose 
This technical report was developed utilizing State Planning 
and Research funds administered by the Virginia Department 
of Transportation.  The contents of this document reflect the 
views of the New River Valley Regional Commission and do 
not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of the 
Federal Highway Administration or the Virginia Department of 
Transportation.   

The Town of Floyd is a popular destination for weekly 
community events and seasonal tourism.  A variety of 
businesses compete for limited parking opportunities within 
the community center.  As a result, the Town is expanding a 
parking area just off Old Hensley Road.  This report examines 
the existing conditions of Old Hensley Road and provides 
planning level improvement strategies.   

Existing conditions 
According to Virginia Code §33.2-105, Old Hensley Road is 
most likely a public road.  Plats dating back to 1892 show the 
roadway.  The right-of-way is undetermined; however, within 
the corporate limits of the town the roadway is distinctively 
shown on even the most recent plats.  Unless landmarks exist, 
the right-of-way shall be presumed to be 30 feet.  Although 
beyond corporate limits, certain property boundaries are 
shown to the center of the roadway – perhaps conveying that 
the roadway could be privately owned along those segments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Study area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Notes: From the Perspective of Route 8  

A:  Existing signage and private landscaping cluster 

B:  Existing stormwater drop-inlet 

C:  New no-parking street pavement markings 

D:  Entrance width meets or exceed current design standards 

E:  Currently difficult to restrict parking to designated areas 

F:  Future municipal parking lot 

G:  General circulation and clear parking area delineation 
issues.  Existing vegetation makes space awkward.  

H:  Sight distance triangle (14.5 feet back from edge of travel 
lane, 3.5 feet height of eye/object, measured along the 
center of travel lane) 
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Notes: From the Perspective of Old Hensley 

I:  Intersection sight distance – left  

J:  Truck delivery zone 

K:  Existing roadway gradually widens from 18 feet to 30 feet.  
Vertical drop is greater than 10 feet. 

L:  Surface pavement cracking likely due to drainage issues or 
insufficient foundation for heavy trucks. 

M:  Existing power pole (note: signage cluster also visible) 

N:  Intersection sight distance – right 

O:  Existing structures built to edge of pavement. 

P:  Pedestrian visibility is very poor at this corner.  Limited 
space for pedestrians sharing road with vehicles. 

 

Note: descriptions for B, C, G, and H are located on the previous page. 
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Planning Concepts 
Two key factors are examined for potential improvements: 1) the 
general condition of the roadway within Town limits; and 2) 
intersection sight distance.  The first planning concept aims to 
improve general access to public spaces and the second concept 
focuses on maximizing safety at traffic conflict points. 

Pavement width and surface condition are two design factors that 
could enhance the general condition of Old Hensley Road.  The 
pavement width currently tapers down to 18 feet-wide near the 
Town parking lot.  Two concepts are explained below:   

Two-Way Traffic Concept: To better accommodate two-way traffic, 
the roadway needs to be widened to a new minimum pavement 
width of 22 feet.  Approximately 600 feet of existing roadway would 
need to be reconstructed with a solid aggregate base and surface 
course asphalt.  Furthermore, in order to be accepted in to VDOT’s 
maintained roadway system, the Right-of-Way would need to be 
expanded to a minimum of 40 feet. 

Description Total 
Construction $765,000 
Contingency $125,000 
Engineering/Inspection $55,000 
Environmental $35,000 
Contract Administration $20,000 

Totals $1,000,000 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential roadway 
widening area 
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One-Way Traffic Concept: Considering the existing right-of-way, 
which could be limited to a low of 18 feet or a max of 30 feet, 
converting Old Hensley to a one-way road is another option.  To 
create a one-way route, a connection would need to be created 
with US Route 221.  If the roadway was built to VDOT standards and 
included a 30-foot right-of-way, the new route could be eligible for 
state maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description Total 
Construction $1,325,000 
Contingency $300,000 
Engineering/Inspection $100,000 
Environmental $50,000 
Contract Administration $30,000 

Totals $1,805,000 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential one-way 
connector to US 
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Intersection sight distance was recently improved along VA Primary 
Route 8 with the addition of pavement markings to help delineate 
non-parking areas.  The sight-distance is currently less than 120 feet 
in both directions, a distance that is further reduced when vehicles 
park in restricted areas.  

Parking is particularly a challenge in front of the mixed-use 
multistory building, located on the north-west corner of Old Hensley 
Road.  Sight-distance to the south-east (or right) is mostly impaired 
by an existing power pole, roadway signage, and private 
landscaping.  For this reason, a low-cost and high-cost scenario was 
developed to address intersection sight-distance challenges. 

Intersection Sight-Distance Concept 1: re-locate roadway signage, 
remove private landscaping, and enforce parking restrictions.  This 
concept involves moving the speed limit and fire truck entrance sign 
further south-east on VA Primary Route 8.  A new architectural 
styled sign post would display the roadway name and stop sign.  
Lastly, coordination with the existing property owner would be 
necessary to remove/trim landscaping near the entrance. 

Description Total 
Construction $2,500 
Contingency $500 
Engineering/Inspection $0 
Environmental $0 
Contract Administration $0 

Totals $3,000 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal: Reduce clutter here, 
improve sight-distance 

Sign relocation 

New Sign 

Landscaping removed 



after 

before 

Intersection Sight-Distance Concept 2: reconstruct roadway 
entrance and add curb/grass to restricted parking areas.  This 
concept moves the stop sign closer to VA Primary Route 8, 
ultimately increasing intersection sight-distance left and right.  
Restricted parking areas would be defined by raised medians lined 
with concrete curb.  A new drop inlet would need to be installed 
and piped north to existing Town stormwater infrastructure, located 
approximately 180 feet to the north-west.  The storm pipe could 
also be installed down Old Hensley Road.  This concept also retains 
the idea of moving the speed limit and fire truck signage further 
south-east.  Based on a site visit, moving the power pole or poles 
could be very costly, but could also be a viable option. 

Description Total 
Construction $125,000 
Contingency $30,000 
Engineering/Inspection $20,000 
Environmental $15,000 
Contract Administration $10,000 

Totals $200,000 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal: Improve line of sight 
beyond power pole, 

restrict parking by design. 

New Sign 

Sign relocation 

New drop-inlet 

New entrance 
New CG-2 curb 

Grass median 

Consider angling curb 
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