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Section 1 - Introduction

Belview Elementary School (a Title 1 School) is
committed to ensuring that all our students can utilize
physically active transportation, such as walking and
bicycling, for a safe and enjoyable trip to school. This
School Travel Plan aims to address the issues that
impede active transportation and seeks to strategically
solve these problems by implementing a Safe Routes to
School program.

Our community is motivated to pursue Safe Routes to
School because:
e We highly value student physical activity and
health.
e We want to maintain the air quality and
environment around our school.
e We wish to improve unsafe or insufficient
walkways, bikeways, and crossings.
e We are committed to reducing speeding and
reckless behaviors near the school.
e This project is one of the pilot projects for SRTS in the unincorporated area of
Montgomery County. We hope to find success in this project, and to use them as
an example of the positive effects of SRTS.

This Safe Routes to School Plan is supported by the Belview Village Plan and the Village
Transportation Links Plan (VITL) which were both adopted by Montgomery County in
2007. The VITL Plan suggests that “Belview Elementary School is the heart of the Village
of Belview, a place where the community gathers for events and programs, and where
Belview’s children receive a quality education.” (Belview Village Plan, pg. 246)

Additionally, the following Land Use Policies were identified in the Belview area:

BVW 8.1.1 VITL Plan: Implement the Village Transportation Links (VITL) plan, which
provides trails for biking and walking that serve to connect points within the Village of
Belview, provide a safe means for pedestrian and bicycle travel, and would connect to
surrounding localities via the Huckleberry Trail.

BVW 8.1.2 Safe Routes: Work with Belview Elementary School and the Montgomery
County School Board to create “Safe Routes to School” facilities, including demand
signals and center island pedestrian safety strips at the Peppers Ferry/Prices Fork
Intersection.

The VITL Plan was funded by a grant received through the Virginia Department of
Transportation. The VITL plan states that “The concept for Belview focuses on providing
safe connections from existing and proposed residential areas to Belview Elementary.
Buffered sidewalks along the north side of Peppers Ferry Road connect residential areas



to the school with median refuge and improved crossing that provides both traffic
calming and safe access for school children”. (Village Transportation Links Plan, Pg. 21)

Although Belview Elementary School is the main focal point of the Village, access to the
school is dangerous because of high travel speeds along Peppers Ferry Road (Rt. 114).
The shoulders along the road are narrow and the nearby signalized intersection with
Prices Fork Road is dangerous. Trail systems play a critical role in providing safe
pedestrian access throughout the community. The VITL Plan suggests that “traffic
calming measures in front of the school will be critical for connecting future residential
development to the north of Belview Elementary to the school itself”. (Village
Transportation Links Plan, Pg. 21)

Montgomery County and the Village of Belview hope that through implementing a Safe
Routes to School program, which the goals outlined in the Belview Village Plan and VITL
Plan, can be met.

Section 2 — Safe Routes to School Team

We believe that a diverse Safe Routes to School Team develops the most successful
School Travel Plans. Our Team is comprised of a variety of stakeholders, each lending
their own unique perspective and expertise in order to make walking and bicycling safe,
accessible, and fun for our students. The members of our team include:

e Rhonda Baker, Principal, Belview Elementary School

e Lt. James Bowyer, Supervisor & Crime Prevention Specialist, Sheriff's Office
e David Clarke, VDOT, Christiansburg Residency Office

e Gary Cook, Physical Education Teacher, Belview Elementary School

e John Holst, Traffic Engineer, Whitman, Requardt & Associates

e Brea Hopkins, Planning and Zoning Technician, Montgomery County

e Robin Hylton, School Nurse, Belview Elementary School

e Chris Lucas, DARE Instructor, Sheriff’s Office

e Jamie Maclean, Development Planner, Montgomery County

e Gretchen Ninestein, Early Literacy Aide, Belview Elementary School

e Wendy Phillips, Reading Specialist, Belview Elementary School

e Kay Preston, Kindergarten Teacher, Belview Elementary School

e Steven Sandy, Planning Director, Montgomery County

e Elijah Sharp, Regional Transportation Planner, NRV Planning District Commission
e Melanie Smith, Healthy Kids Campaign Organizer, Virginia Faith Center

e Laura Williams, Grant Writer/Research Proposals, Mont. Co. Public Schools

The primary contact person for our School Travel Plan is:

Steven Sandy, AICP, CZA

Montgomery County Planning Director
755 Roanoke Street, Suite 2A
(540)394-2148
sandysm@montgomerycountyva.gov




Section 3 - The Public Input Process

Our Team worked to include the entire community in developing our School Travel Plan.
To accomplish this, we:

Administered parent surveys

Nearly 250 surveys were sent home with students in March 2012. 79 surveys
were returned within the 4-day timeline (about 30%). The Parent Survey
template provided by the federal SRTS online training program was utilized
(shown on the following page). In general, over 50% of the survey respondents
lived over 2-miles away from campus. In addition to distance, the speed of
traffic and amount of traffic on Route 114 were the primary concerns. Roughly
38% of the survey respondents lived less than 10 minutes away from the school.
Additional survey feedback is provided on page 5.

Interviewed key stakeholders
The key stakeholders were included as part of the SRTS Team which held various
meetings to discuss issues, goals, and possible solutions.

Incorporated existing bike or pedestrian plan recommendations

The Montgomery County Planning Department and New River Valley Planning
District Commission ensured that the School Travel Plan not only coordinated
with the Belview Village Plan and the Village Transportation Plan, but also
enhanced the existing plans and provided objectives that would clearly meet the
goals of the pre-existing plans.

Incorporated our School Wellness Policy objectives
The School Travel Plan directly supports the objectives of Belview Elementary.
The Wellness Plan is included with this travel plan, on page 36.

Hosted a public meeting

The public meeting was integrated into a school event, “Dr. Seuss Night”. The
Safe Routes to School team set up displays and provided handouts (shown on
page 6) at the sign-in table. Large maps depicting existing infrastructure and
proposed improvements were on display for parents, school staff, and students
to review as they entered the building. Over 100 people attended the event. In
addition, the SRTS travel plan was discussed at several public meetings of the
Montgomery County Planning Commission.

Solicited student opinions

A survey was distributed to Belview Elementary classrooms. Students were
polled by Belview staff to determine their methods of arrival and departure
from the school grounds.



Parent Survey About Walking and Biking to School

Dear Parent or Caregiver,

Your child's school wants to learn your thoughts about children walking and biking to schoel. This survey will take about 5 - 10 minutes to
complete. We ask that each family complete only one survey per school your children attend. If more than one child from a school brings a
survey home, please fill out the survey for the child with the next birthday from today's date.

After you have completed this survey, send it back to the school with your child or give it to the teacher. Your responses will be kept
confidential and neither your name nor your child’s name will be associated with any results.
Thank you for participating in this survey!

[ + | CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY - BLUE OR BLACK INK ONLY [+ |

School Name:

1. What is the grade of the child who brought home this survey? m Grade (PK,K,1,2,3..)

2. 1s the child who brought home this survey male or female? D Male D Female

3. How many children do you have in Kindergarten through 8™ grade? m

4. What is the street intersection nearest your home? (Provide the names of two intersecting streets)

CLETT PPV P PP gl y amd JPPTPPTRTPTTPTATT]
|

‘ Place a clear "X’ inside box. If you make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the correct box. | |
5. How far does your child live from school?

D Less than % mile D e mile up to 1 mile D More than 2 miles
D Y mile up to = mile D 1 mile up to 2 miles D Don't know
| ‘ Place a clear "X’ inside box. If you make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the correct box. | + |

6. On most days, how does your child arrive and leave for school? (Select one cheice per column, mark bex with X)

Arrive at school Leave from school

[] waik [ wa
[] sike [ eike
D School Bus D School Bus

D Family vehicle {only children in your family) D Family vehicle {only children in your family)
D Carpool (Children from other families) D Carpool (Children from other families)
D Transit (city bus, subway, etc.) D Transit (city bus, subway, etc.)

D Other (skateboard, scooter, inline skates, etc.) D Other (skateboard, scooter, inline skates, etc.)

[+ ]

+

8. Has your child asked you for permission to walk or bike to/from school in the last year? D Yes D No

9. At what grade would you allow your child to walk or bike to/from school without an adult?
grade (or) D [ would not feel comfortable at any grade

(Select a grade between PKK,1,2,3..)

| ‘ Place a clear "X’ inside box. If you make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the correct box

10. What of the following issues affected your decision to
allow, or not allow, your child to walk or bike to/from

school? (Select ALL that apply)

L] iR s s A T

D Convenience of dVING........cc.cmemiinmimmssnimimsimsn e sissssssmmsssass s ssssssasasiass

[ ] My child already walks or bikes to/from schocl

D Yes
D Yes

D T L D Yes

D Child's before or after-school activities.......... i

D Yes

D Spasd o 1A TG al g O iy o oo e e o e Rag s aeres D Yes

D Amiount of traffic along rOUbe......u..mmsisisn it s s s

[ Aults t0 Walk OF bike With. .ottt

D Sidewalks or pathways....

D Yes
D Yes
- D Yes

D Safety of intersections and CroSSINGS. ... ..o s D Yes

D Crossing guards....

- D Yes

D VIOENICE OF CIMIE.. . cuerananisasanesmseseseisasinssorassasms simsssns seemmssssasansmatsasmsonatsaasonssans D Yes

D \Weather or climate..

= E Yes

LS
LS
LS
[
[
[ e
[] N
[] Mo
[] N
[] N
[] no
[] no

[ met sure
[ mot sure
[ mot sure
[] Mot sure
[] ot sure
[] Mot sure
[] not sure
[] not sure
[] not sure
[] not sure
[] not sure
[] not sure

11. Would you probably let your child walk or bike to/from
school if this problem were changed or improved? (Select one
choice per line, mark box with x)

| + ‘ Place a clear "X’ inside box. If you make a mistake, fill the entire box, and then mark the correct box

12. In your opinion, how much does your child’s school encourage or discourage walking and biking to/from school?

D Discourages

D Strongly Encourages D Encourages

D Neither

13. How much fun is walking or biking to/from school for your child?

D Very Fun D Fun

D Neutral

14, How healthy is walking or biking to/from school for your child?

D ery Healthy D Healthy

D Neutral

D Boring
D Unhealthy

D Strongly Discourages

D Wery Boring

D Very Unhealthy

| + | Place a clear X" inside box. If you make a mistake, ill the entire box, and then mark the correct box [+ ]
7. How long does it normally take your child to get to/from school? {Select cne choice per column, mark box with X}
Travel time to school Travel time from school
D Less than 5 minutes D Less than 5 minutes
D 5 = 10 minutes D 5 = 10 minutes
[ 11 - 20 minutes [ 1t -20 minutes
D More than 20 minutes D More than 20 minutes
D Don't know [/ Mot sure m Don't know / Mot sure

| + ‘ Place a clear "X’ inside box. If you make a

istake, fill the entire box, and then mark the correct box

[ + |

15. What is the highest grade or year of school you completed?

D Grades 1 through 8 (Elementary)
[ ] Graces 9 through 11 (Some high school)
D Grade 12 or GED (High school graduate)

16. Please provide any additional

below.

D College 1 to 3 years (Some college or technical school)

D College 4 years or more (College graduate)

D Prefer not to answer

[+ ] [ + ]
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The following 1-sheet (front/back) handout was prepared to provide a quick overview of the Travel Plan draft:



Section 4 — Description of School

Our School Travel Plan addresses the needs of an individual school. The School’s motto
is “Good better best, never let it rest, until the good is better and the better is BEST”
(Belview Elementary School Team).

Belview Elementary School
3187 Pepper’s Ferry Road
Radford, Virginia 24141

Belview Elementary is located in Montgomery County along VA Primary Route 114, a
local main thoroughfare that connects the Town of
Christiansburg and the City of Radford. The school
opened in 1954 and currently has 245 students.
Over 50% of Belview’s students qualify for the
federal free and reduced price lunch program.

In February of 1971, a school bus was struck by a
dump truck on Route 114. Two Belview students
were killed and over 20 students were transported
to local hospitals. This unfortunate incident exhibits
the need for traffic calming in the area. We believe
that with an increase in the number of students
walking to school, the need for traffic calming and other
safety measures will be critical. Current weekday traffic exceeds 11,000 cars per day on
Route 114.

Additionally, a new residential subdivision is currently under construction north of the
school campus, Forest Hills at Belview. Once complete, the project will provide
affordable housing to the Belview area. The Forest

Hills plan includes 70 townhouses that will generate

an estimated 40 new students at BES. The project is

expected to be completed by May 2012.

Students attending Belview come from a variety of

educational and economic backgrounds. Their

parents work at the nearby Radford Army

Ammunition Plant, in privately owned factories and

businesses, at Virginia Tech and Radford

Universities, and some are self-employed. A large

number of Belview’s students reside in large

manufactured home parks located near the school.

Many parents and grandparents of Belview’s current students attended the school
during their elementary years. Belview has an active parent group that leads a
classroom volunteer program, fund-raising efforts, and resources for families in need.



Section 5 — Current Travel Environment

A. How Students Regularly Travel to School

This is how all of our students (K-5) regularly travel to and from school:

Mode of Family
Travel Walk Bike Bus Vehicle Carpool Public Transit Other Total
# of Students | 1 0 171 73 0 0 0 245

Source: 2011 - 2012 BES Enrollment Data

B. Distances Students Live From School
These are the distances all of our students live from their school:

Distance from

school Less than 0.5 mile .5 mile - 1 mile 1-2 miles More than 2 miles

# of students 31 46 22 146

Source: Montgomery County Public Schools, February 2012

C. Activities in Place During Student Travel Times

We have the following supports or activities in place during student travel times:
e Police department support (part time)
e School flashing beacons
e Staff presence during drop-off/pick-up
e Neighborhood Watch program (limited)

D. Current Activities to Enhance Safe and Active Student Travel

The Belview area currently lacks supporting facilities to encourage student travel via
walking and biking. However, there is no school policy to deter students from walking or
biking to school. Currently, bus safety training is provided on an annual basis.

E. Current School Travel Policies

Belview Elementary doesn’t currently have a policy depicting a preferred mode of
transportation for students to utilize for arrival and departure from school. However,
the majority of students arrive by bus or car each morning, and must follow the school
procedures shown in section 5G. Students are permitted to walk or bike to school.

F. Existing Bus Service

Montgomery County and Belview Elementary do provide bus service to every student.
Currently 70% of students utilize the existing bus service, 21% of students arrive in a
family vehicle for personal reasons, and 9% of students arrive by a family vehicle for
student activities that occur before or after normal school hours.



In general, students may not enter the school before 8:30 am and are dismissed at 3:25
pm. Additional information regarding arrival and dismissal procedures, derived from the
Belview Elementary Handbook, is outlined below in section 5G.

G. Arrival and Dismissal Procedures

Walking/Bicycling:

Belview Elementary Students are permitted to walk or bike to school. However, due to
the challenges discussed in section 6 many parents do not feel comfortable allowing
their children to walk or bicycle to school.

Bus Transportation:

Bus transportation is provided to every student in the Belview School District. No
student may get off at a location other than the designated home bus stop unless a
written request is made by the parent/guardian to the principal before 3:00 pm on the
date of the requested change. Bus drivers are given appropriate notice when a request
is approved.

Drop off/Pick up:

The school is open to students beginning at 8:30 am.
Students arriving by car are dropped off at the back
of the building, at which time they will enter
through the door and will go through the school
directly to assigned morning clubs or breakfast. Bus
lanes at the school are closed to cars.

At 3:25 pm car dismissal begins. Parents come to the
back of the school, creating a loop through the back
parking lot, to pick up children. Parents must remain in
their cars. A staff member calls the child’s name on
the walkie-talkie to exit the building, and then
students are accompanied to each car for safe
dismissal.

The photos to the right show a typical back up of
parent pick up traffic, with cars encroaching into
Route 114. The other photograph depicts the double lines

of cars that must be formed during pick up and drop off times.

stack,'n .
& In picj
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Section 6 — Barriers to Active Transportation

The taskforce has identified and prioritized the following barriers to walking /bicycling
to school:

High Priority Barriers (HP):
1. A major roadway divides the school from residential areas
2. Crossing streets and intersections is difficult or dangerous
3. Missing or insufficient walkways
4. School walkways/paths are not accessible to students with disabilities
5. Drop-off and pick-up process creates congestion and unsafe behaviors

Medium Priority Barriers (MP):
1. Dangerous driving and speeding on streets
2. Significant traffic crashes within 2 miles of the school over last 3 years
3. No safe place to ride a bike to school

Low Priority Barriers (LP):
1. Distance to school is too far
2. Bike parking at school is missing
3. Public safety concerns

Details Regarding Specific Barriers and Situations:
During Task Force meetings, the three most critical barriers were identified: (1) Route
114, (2) Pick-up/Drop-off area, and (3) topography.

Route 114 is a major thoroughfare for local commuter traffic that has 11,000 — 24,000
AADT, limited shoulder/ROW, and a posted speed limit of 55 mph (25 mph limit in the
school zone during specified times). Limited
resources inhibit the ability of local law
enforcement agencies to enforce the speed limit
within the school zone on a regular basis. (HP: 1,
2,3; MP:1,2,3;LP:1,2,3)

The pick-up/drop-off area for family vehicles often
backs-up into Route 114 and blocks private
driveways; creating safety concerns that are
difficult to manage (see photos above). On
occasion, the School Principal tries to direct
traffic. Currently, there are no sidewalks or trails
to support the arrival and dismissal procedures.
(HP: 4, 5; MP: 3; LP: 2)

In addition, the existing undulated terrain creates major barriers for ADA accessibility;
even around school property. The parking, pick-up/drop-off, and bus stop areas need
proper bicycle and pedestrian markings and infrastructure to safely move around
campus. (HP:3,4,5; MP: 3; LP: 1)



Section 7 — Creating Solutions

Our primary goals for active transportation are: (1) increasing the number of students
walking and bicycling to school, (2) improving the safety of walking and bicycling
students.

We have identified strategies involving the 5 “E’s” of Safe Routes to School to address
the identified barriers to walking and bicycling in our school community and to achieve
our stated goals. We have selected at least one strategy from each of the categories of
Education, Encouragement, Enforcement and Evaluation, in addition to any
Engineering strategies that are indicated. The strategies are outlined in sections 7A —7E
below.

A. Education Strategies

Educational strategies for the Belview School include:
e Teach pedestrian and bicycle safety skills to students and parents
e Organize a Bicycle Rodeo or training course to teach on-bike skills
e Create educational materials
e Teach personal safety skills to students and parents

BES currently integrates bicycle and pedestrian safety skills training into Physical
Education class. In addition, a Bicycle Rodeo is organized each year to promote health,
fitness, and bicycle safety. Incorporating educational articles about bicycling and walking
can also be included in the school newsletter and coursework. Personal safety skills are
also integrated into existing classes and organized events.

B. Encouragement Strategies

Encouragement strategies for the Belview School include:
e Initiate a walking/biking mileage club or other contest

BES has dedicated staff that leads walking/mileage contests annually. A major barrier
for the event is the lack of infrastructure on campus to safely allow and encourage
children to participate. Once infrastructure is in place, BES has the resources to start
and lead a successful walking/biking club on campus.

C. Enforcement Strategies

Enforcement strategies for the Belview School include:
e Create a parent or student patrol program
e Lower speed limits in School vicinity

BES would benefit from addition of adult crossing guards along Route 114 and an
increase in local traffic patrol to enforce the speed limit. In addition, BES is interested in
training 5t graders as safety patrols to assist with pick-up/drop-off procedures and
other school functions. Belview Elementary and Montgomery County are also interested
in working together to provide the information needed to the Virginia Department of
Transportation to reduce the speed limit within the Village of Belview.



D. Evaluation Strategies

Evaluation strategies for the Belview School include:
e Counting the number of students who walk and bicycle to and from school.

BES currently keeps track of how students arrive and depart the school on a daily basis.
Student travel will continue to be documented to help plan potential improvements.

E. Engineering Strategies

Engineering strategies for the Belview School include:
e Construct, replace, improve or repair sidewalks
e Install traffic calming measures (curb extensions, raised crosswalks, etc.)
e Build off-street walking/bicycling paths
e Install, enhance or repair crosswalks (covered walkway, ADA ramps, etc.)
e Install new or improved signage (school zone, speed limits, crosswalk, etc.)
e Install new or improved pavement markings or legends
e Make existing walkways accessible to disabled students
e Install bicycle parking near school (bike racks)
e Install median refuges for street crossings
e Install traffic control devices (pedestrian signals, flashing beacons, etc.)
e Increase safety and access for students walking and biking to school by
redesigning pick-up and drop-off areas

BES lacks infrastructure for students to safely travel without the supervision of
adults. New pavement markings and signage is needed to provide guidance to
vehicles, buses, and active transportation users

safely around campus. In addition, a

crosswalk over Route 114 would require

a pedestrian refuge area, traffic calming

measures, new sidewalk, traffic control

devices, and new pavement

markings/signage.

Constructing ADA accessible sidewalks
and a covered walkway in the pick-
up/drop-off area will improve the
accessibility around campus.
Furthermore, improving the pick-
up/drop-off location would increase the
safety for students arriving and
departing campus.

Additional residential connection opportunities may be available to the south of the
campus; however, a limited number of students would be affected by the
improvements at this time.



Section 8 — Mapping

A. School Overview Map



B. Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure Map



C. Potential Lot Restriping Plan
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Section g — The Action Plan

The Safe Routes to School Team is committed to realizing our vision for a safe, enjoyable
and accessible walking and bicycling environment for our students. We will utilize the
following Action Plan to keep our efforts focused and on track:
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Section 10 - Plan Approval

We believe that building a strong partnership between schools, local governments, local
organizations/businesses, and the surrounding community is fundamental to the
success of a School Travel Plan. We have included endorsements from the following:

e Belview Elementary School Principal, Rhonda Baker

e Montgomery County Public Schools Superintendent, Brenda Blackburn

e Montgomery County Administrator, Craig Meadows

e Montgomery County Planning Commission

e Blacksburg-Christiansburg-Montgomery Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization Executive Director, Dan Brugh

¢ New River Valley Planning District Commission Executive Director, Kevin Byrd
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Section 11 — Supporting Documents

The following supporting documents are included in Section 11 of the Plan:

A.

moow

2007 Village Transportation Links Plan — Belview Village Area

2007 Belview Village Plan (applicable sections)

2004 Montgomery County 2025 Comprehensive Plan

2011 Regional Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan—Regional Priorities
2011 - 2012 Belview Elementary School Wellness Policy



A. Village Transportation Links Plan — Belview Village Area

PAALS AL 0 [ YA SRS G U B ARG T AR G VAR RS 8 U UUASE G SRl o

paved shoulders and shared lanes as one travels outside of the vil]age center. Parallel multi-
use trail systems (see standard ) to the north and south of Peppers Ferry Road are created
to connect the residential areas to avoid accessing the high speed, high traffic Peppers Ferry
Road. These local connections feed into the regional trail network, including a connection
to the Huckleberry Trail, the Town of Christiansburg and the vi]lages of Plum Creek and

Prices Fork.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY VILLAGE TRANSPORTATION LINKS (VITL) PLAN - Final June 25, 2007 21
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In addition to the traditional funding sources indicated in the Implementation Section of this
report, crossings and sidewalks within two miles of Belview Elementary School are eligible
for Safe Routes to Schools grants, a new funding source dedicated towards improving
walking and biking conditions around elementary and middle schools. Proposals for
development along Peppers Ferry Road provide an opportunity for recommended projects

to be constructed by the developer to achieve consistency with the Comprehensive Plan.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY VILLAGE TRANSPORTATION LINKS (VITL) PLAN - Final June 25, 2007 23
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In June 2007, Montgomery County Board of Supervisors adopted the Belview Village
Plan. The purpose of the village plan is to guide development in the village, while
maintaining the village’s distinct identity. The following sections from the Belview
Village Plan have been included to show that a Safe Routes to School Plan can enhance
the existing plans and help the County to clearly meet the goals of the pre-existing
plans.

The “Transportation” section of the Belview Village Plan states that “The Village of
Belview is bisected by Route 114, which carries between 12,000 and 18,000 cars per
day. Approximately 9,000 of these trips involve travelers on Prices Fork Road, which
means a significant portion of the traffic is generated by commuters moving between
Radford and Blacksburg. Residents noted the lack of turning lanes at the Peppers Ferry
Prices Fork intersection, where traffic frequently backs up during rush hours. The high
volume of traffic along Route 114 and Prices Fork Road in the Village means that traffic
safety is an on-going issue for local residents. In particular they are concerned about
children traveling to and from Belview Elementary for school or recreation”. (Belview
Village Plan, Pg.241)

The “Public Facilities and Services” section of the plan calls Belview Elementary School
“the most important public facility located in the village” and goes on to say that the
“school serves as the focal point for community activities, including recreational sports,
student events and shows, and village meetings. Limited parking is an issue during
larger events, and visitors must park along Peppers Ferry Road”. (Belview Village Plan,
Pg. 241) Therefore, providing connections for pedestrian and bicycle travel to Belview
Elementary School would be a valuable first step in creating a system of trails
throughout the village.

The following policies were developed in meetings with village citizens. These policies
are to guide the actions of the County, State Agencies, and private landowners to
achieve the preservation and development of Belview in accord with the Vision of this
Plan.

e BVW 2.3 Work Closely with VDOT to Achieve the People’s Vision. The County
will work closely VDOT to ensure that the urban design, mobility, and public
safety policies of this plan are implemented. Cooperation between the County,
VDOT, and private developers will be critical to the success of this plan. (BVW,
Government and Planning, Pg. 250).

e BVW 8.1 Greenway Park and Trail System. Create and maintain a village-wide
bikeway, walkway, and trail network that provides pedestrian access throughout
Belview and connects to the countywide trail network. (BVW Parks and
Recreation, Pg. 252)



BVW 8.1.1 VITL Plan. Implement the Village Transportation Links (VITL) plan,
which provides trails for biking and walking that serve to connect points within
the Village of Belview, provide a safe means for pedestrian and bicycle travel,
and would connect to surrounding localities via the Huckleberry Trail. (BVW
Parks and Recreation, Pg. 252)

BVW 8.1.2 Safe Routes. Work with Belview Elementary School and the
Montgomery County School Board to create "Safe Routes to School" facilities,
including demand signals and center island pedestrian safety strips at the
Peppers Ferry Prices Fork intersection. (BVW Parks and Recreation, Pg. 252)

BVW10. 1. Peppers Ferry Road/ Rt. 114. The use of traffic calming devices is a
priority for the major roadways through the village, especially on Peppers Ferry
Road/114. (BVW 10.0 Transportation Resources, Pg. 252)

BVW 10.1.1 Streetscape Plan. Design a detailed streetscape plan for the
Peppers Ferry Road/114 corridor and seek funding for streetscape
enhancements and traffic calming measures, such as parking islands, streetlights,
and landscaping. (BVW 10.0 Transportation Resources, Pg. 252)

BVW 10.1.2 Traffic Calming. Coordinate with the County and the Virginia
Department of Transportation to implement "traffic calming" elements within
and around the village, especially along Peppers Ferry Road/114. (BVW 10.0
Transportation Resources, Pg. 252)



The Montgomery County 2025 Comprehensive Plan also includes guidance relating to
encouraging alternative modes of transportation. The “Transportation” Chapter
specifically guides the County to work towards pedestrian oriented facilities, and the
alleviation of traffic congestion.

The following policies were developed in meetings with Montgomery County citizens.
These policies are to guide the actions of the County, State Agencies, and private
landowners to achieve the goals of the Comprehensive Plan.

e TRN 1.3.5 Pedestrian Oriented Facilities. Require the provision of pedestrian
facilities (sidewalks, walkways, trails, etc.) in new developments in the Village,
Village Expansion, Residential Transition, and Urban Expansion Areas.
(Montgomery County Comprehensive Plan, Transportation, Pg. 221)

e TRN 2.3 Alleviating Traffic Congestion and Accidents. Identify congestion and
accident prone routes and intersections and adopt policies to alleviate
congestion, increase safety, and decrease car trips. (Montgomery County
Comprehensive Plan, Transportation, Pg. 221)



D. Regional Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan — Regional Priorities

jurisdictions plans. Common interests may create opportunities for

centers to existing Regional Assets (listed on pages 3-5).
multiple stakeholders to work collaboratively on similar efforts.

2. Projects that connect more than 12 community or region.

This information sharing resource is intended to provide better 3. Projects that provide connections to other modes of
communication with local, state, regional, and federal partners. The transportation (public transit, park and ride lots, public
Plan simply adds to the framework that has been ongoing for over 40 parking areas, etc.)

years in the New River Valley, and will continue to improve with each 4. Projects that connect residential areas to a school, library,

plan update. or historical place of interest.
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