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2011 General Mapping Information 

2011 General Mapping Information 

Welcome to the mapping and table’s portion of the New River Valley 
Regional Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan.  Please note that all of 
the materials are intended to be used for planning purposes only.  
Each respective jurisdiction has reviewed the corresponding sections 
of the plan.  The goal is to create a comprehensive plan for the region 
that can assist the planning of multi-jurisdictional connections, 
establish common goals and priorities, serve as a resource for other 
local or statewide planning, and create materials that can be used to 
pursue funding.   

There is a lot of information provided on each map!  To begin, the 
facilities identified in the plan are classified into four general 
categories: 

1. Hiking and Mountain Biking Trails:  Combines facilities that 
are predominately used for recreation and tourism.  Typically 
located in National Forest, conservancy and wooded areas – 
there are numerous areas for hiking, mountain biking, and 
horseback riding in the region.  These facilities are shown on 
the map as: 

Existing Trail 

Proposed Trail 

Potential Trail 

 

 

 

2. Multipurpose Paths: Combines facilities that are physically 
separated from motorized traffic by an open space or barrier.  
Typically located within suburban and urban areas, there are a 
few facilities in the region that accommodate walking, 
jogging, bicycling, rollerblading, and other uses dependent on 
compact surface – wide pathways.  Often, the facilities are 
constructed to meet ADA accessibility standards, providing a 
resource for the disabled community as well.  These facilities 
are shown on the maps as: 

Existing Path 

Proposed Path 

Potential Path 

3. Shared Roadways: Combines facilities that are intended to 
accommodate bicyclist within the existing right-of-way.  
Typically these facilities are comprised of paved shoulders, 
wide travel lanes, designated bicycle lanes, or a marked 
SHARROW.  These facilities are shown on the maps as: 

Existing Roadway 

Proposed Roadway 

Potential Roadway 
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4. Blueways: Combines facilities that are intended to 
accommodate the variety of waterway users.  Typically these 
facilities are used for canoeing, kayaking, or floating along 
designated water routes.  These facilities are shown on the 
map as:      

Proposed Blueway 

Existing Blueway 

The illustrations generalize the planning elements so that a range of 
solutions can be explored by each community.  In addition to the 
lines and arrows indicating the category; labels are provided to 
indicate the point of access for each facility.  The access labels are 
intended to reflect the permitted uses of each facility and pin-point 
areas to access the facilities for that specific use.   The graphic below 
illustrates the labels used in the 2011 Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The maps also identify existing school locations, park and ride lots, 
hospitals, jurisdictional boundaries, and elevation.  Labels 
correspond numerically with the trail system’s legend and school’s 
legend.  Trail labels indicate existing (     ) and proposed (      ) facilities. 

The tables provide additional information for each existing and 
proposed facility.  A grid borders each of the maps and aligns with 
the information provided in the tables.  The tables also provide a map 
key, location description, access point latitude and longitude, length, 
difficulty, ADA accessibility, slope ratings, and traffic volumes.   

The information within this plan will be amended annually online, 
and updated every five years under the direction of the Regional 
Bikeway-Walkway Committee.   

Photo by: K. Allen 
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Radford Area Plan 

2011 Plan Objectives 

The City of Radford is nestled in the heart of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains along the New River.  The city is also home to Radford 
University, which provides educational opportunities for more than 
9,000 students from across the country and around the world.  The 
gateways to both the city and university provide inspiration to the  
surrounding community – from the manicured vegetation, to the 

steady roll of the New River, to the 
aesthetically pleasing 
architecture.  The area features 
the Radford Riverway trail, 
Radford Mountain Bike Park, 4 
miles of US Bike Route 76 and 
numerous intercity hiking and 
birding trails.  

In 2007 the City of Radford 
teamed with the Virginia Tech 
Community Design Assistance 
Center (CDAC) to develop a 
Pathways Master Plan.  In 
addition to bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements, the 
plan identified historic and 
cultural landmarks and 
institutional facilities.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hierarchical priorities for the Radford area include:      

1. Bisset Park trail extension into west Radford 

2. Park Road – 2nd Avenue Connector 

3. Tyler Avenue – East Main Street Connector 

4. Radford Riverway extension to abandoned rail trestle 

5. Achieve official designation as a “Bicycle Friendly 
Community.” 

a. Improve streets and intersections to be more 
bicycle and pedestrian friendly. 

 

Photo by: E. Sharp 

Photo by: Radford Univ. 
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Floyd Area Plan 

2011 Plan Objectives 

Floyd is nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, and serves as an 
epicenter of cultural and natural resources.  In the spring time, 
chestnut trees bloom and create a rolling sea of white along the 
mountain tops and valley bottoms – bringing alive the sounds and 
colors of a rural life removed from the rush of urbanity.  Floyd 
County is also home to roughly 40 miles of the most beautiful and 
photographed portions of the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Other 

attractions include the Mabry Mill, 
Crooked Road Music Trail, Artisan 
Trail, the Jacksonville Center, and 
the Friday Night Jamboree.      

In 2006, the Trails in Floyd 
Advocacy group teamed with the 
Virginia Tech Community Design 
Assistance Center (CDAC) to 
develop a conceptual trail 
comprehensive plan.  The plan 
identified trail corridors for 
outdoor recreation throughout 
Floyd County.  The vision of the 
plan was to create a trail system 
that would create opportunities to 
safely hike, walk, bike, and ride 
horseback within the Floyd area.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hierarchical priorities for the Floyd area include:      

1. Connecting the Town of Floyd to the Parkway 

a. Potential Improvements along Route 8 

2. Developing Multipurpose Trails 

a. Floyd Heritage Pathways 

b. County Recreation Park Loop 

c. Phlegar House Trail 

3. Connecting Points of Interest  

a. Mabry Mill to Buffalo Mountain 

Photo by: MLNA 

Photo by: L. Martin 
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Giles Area Plan 

2011 Plan Objectives 

The Giles area rests quietly in the heart of the Appalachian 
Mountains of southwest Virginia, offering a relaxed atmosphere for 
residents and visitors.  Giles is rich with exquisite countryside that 
provides endless excitement for outdoor enthusiasts and adventure 
lovers of all ages, for all seasons.  Giles is home to over 90 square 
miles of the Jefferson National Forest, Mountain Lake 
Conservatory, Cascades, Glen Alton recreational area, over 50 miles 
of the Appalachian Trail and 37 miles of the New River. 

Recently the County 
launched an outdoor 
recreation initiative 
that provides a local 
guide for fishing, 
hiking, canoeing and 
mountain biking.  
The towns of 
Pearisburg, 
Narrows, Rich 
Creek, Glen Lyn and 
Pembroke are all 
located along the 
New River and serve 

as gateways to the 
activities provided.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hierarchical priorities for the Giles area include:    

1. Connecting Communities to Jefferson National Forest 

a. Potential Trails at Mill Creek Farm, Narrows 

2. Completing Whitt Riverbend Park Improvements  

3. Access to Waterways – Continuing to Develop Blueway 
System 

4. Installing Recreational Signage/Information 

a. Developing Cultural Heritage Trail Networks 

5. Interlinking to Surrounding Communities 

a. Connecting to Neighboring Rails-to-Trails 

 
Photo by: Anderson & Associates 

Photo by: J. Wilsie 
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Montgomery Area Plan 

2011 Plan Objectives 

The Montgomery area is nestled between the picturesque Blue 
Ridge and Alleghany Mountains, where small town charm and big 
city amenities can be found.  The Montgomery area is home to the 
towns of Blacksburg and Christiansburg and the university of 
Virginia Tech that provides educational opportunities for over 
30,000 students nationally and abroad.  The area features world 
class dining, fine shopping and cultural activities, all surrounded by 

a beautiful rural setting that is 
unique and full of recreational 
opportunities. 

Montgomery County, the Town 
of Blacksburg, Town of 
Christiansburg and Virginia 
Tech have each developed local 
bicycle, pedestrian and 
recreational plans.  Local 
facilities include the 
Huckleberry Trail, Pandapas 
Pond recreational area, 29 
miles of US Bicycle Route 76, 
the New River, the Roanoke 
River and numerous local 
community parks and facilities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hierarchical priorities for the Montgomery area include:      

1. The Huckleberry Trail 

a. Complete extensions into Christiansburg and 
Jefferson National Forest 

b. Interlink Villages and other points of interest to 
the Huckleberry 

2. Connections west – to the Radford Riverway and the New 
River Trail State Park. 

3. Connections east – to the Roanoke Greenway. 

4. Developing dedicated access to waterways – creating a 
Blueway system. 

5. Developing community trail systems in the Towns and 
Villages. 

Photo by: Virginia Tech 

Photo by: Virginia Tech 
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Pulaski Area Plan 

2011 Plan Objectives 

The Pulaski area is nestled against the splendor of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, where the seasonal changes create unforgettable 
experiences.  The Pulaski area is home to the towns of Pulaski and 
Dublin, and the New River Community College that offers a wide 
range of programs to the local community.  The area features 
Claytor Lake State Park, Randolph Park, 15 miles of the New River 

Trail, 23 miles of US Bicycle 
Route 76, a 16,000 acre Boy 
Scout reservation, and the 
Gatewood Reservoir 
recreational area. 

In 2009, Pulaski County 
partnered with the New River 
Valley Planning District 
Commission to develop a 
Central Pulaski 
Transportation and Land Use 
Master Plan.  The plan 
provided recommendations 
for bicycle and pedestrian 
improvements along key 
transportation corridors.     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hierarchical priorities for the Pulaski area include: 

1. New River Trail Extension to Randolph Park and Beyond 

2. Access to Waterways – Developing Blueway System 

3. Bike Route 76 Connectivity to Communities 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by: D. Gardner 

Photo by: Virginia Tech 
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Regional 

2011 Plan Objectives 

The 2011 Plan provided the PDC an opportunity to work closely with 
local and regional partners.  Because of this close partnership and 
interaction, the plan has a higher level of detail than previous plans.  
The final product provides the flexible framework needed to develop 
facilities based on local needs – while being aware of adjacent 
jurisdictions plans.  Common interests may create opportunities for 
multiple stakeholders to work collaboratively on similar efforts. 
 
This information sharing resource is intended to provide better 
communication with local, state, regional, and federal partners.  The 
Plan simply adds to the framework that has been ongoing for over 40 
years in the New River Valley, and will continue to improve with each 
plan update. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hierarchical priorities for the Region include: 

1. Projects that connect towns, villages, and community 
centers to existing Regional Assets (listed on pages 3-5). 

2. Projects that connect more than 1 community or region. 

3. Projects that provide connections to other modes of 
transportation (public transit, park and ride lots, public 
parking areas, etc.) 

4. Projects that connect residential areas to a school, library, 
or historical place of interest. 

5. Projects that connect residential areas to community 
assets (grocery store, employment center, etc.) 

6. Projects that utilize local resources and environmental 
friendly practices. 

7. Projects that provide access to waterways – partner with 
VDOT to provide access near bridges. 

8. Projects that establish attractive wayfinding signage for 
existing and proposed assets. 

9. Projects that promote the education of bikeways, 
walkways, and blueways. 

Photo by: B. Mayo 
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