
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2016 Committee Members 
Name                     Representing 
E. Olsen*              Blacksburg Transit 
E. Gibson         Montgomery County  
J. Linkous                     Pulaski County 
L. Martin                        Floyd County 
R. McCoy                        Giles County 
J. Eanes      City of Radford 
D. Brugh                               NRVMPO 
Vacant            Town of Rich Creek 
B. Kast                    Town of Narrows 
R. Tawney          Town of Pearisburg 
A. McClung        Town of Blacksburg 
B. Helms      Town of Christiansburg 
B. Parker                   Town of Dublin 
B. Pedigo                   Town of Pulaski 
Vacant                         Town of Floyd 
F. Streff                                       NRCC 
J. Perkins             Radford University 
D. Freed                         Virginia Tech 
 
M. Musick          Pulaski Area Transit 
B. Booth                    Radford Transit 
T. Trimble                                      VTTI 
M. Gray                                     VDoT 
D. Clarke                                     VDoT 
 
* Indicates current Chairperson 
** Indicates current Vice Chairperson 
 
 
 

2016 Meeting Schedule:    
May 17th  
July 19th  
September 20th  
November 15th     
 

Meeting Location: 
New River Valley Business Center 
6580 Valley Center Drive 
Radford, VA 24141 
 

Primary Staff Contact: 
Elijah N. Sharp 
Director of Planning & Programs 
NRV Regional Commission 
Tel: 540-639-9313 
esharp@nrvrc.org 
 
 
 

New River Valley Regional Commission 
transportation technical advisory committee 

 
 

Meeting Agenda 
March 15, 2016 1:30 p.m. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER.................................................................................Chair Olsen 
 
ROUNDTABLE ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES…..........................Committee 
 
NEW BUSINESS……………………….........................................................Committee 

• Elections for Chairperson and Vice Chairperson 

• HB2 – Review of scoring & future project submittals 

• NRV Regional Land Use Mapping Project 

• NRV Rural Transportation Work Program FY17 
 

TRANSPORTATION REPORTS…………………………………………..…….Committee 

• MPO Planning Projects Update 

• VDOT Current Planning, Construction, and Maintenance Update 

• VT Alternative Transportation Program Update 

• Ride Solutions Program Update 

• Rural Work Program Update  

• Upcoming Meetings: 
o March 17th – MPOTAC Meeting, Christiansburg 
o April 21st – Planning Commissioner Training, Fairlawn 
o May 11th – NRVRC Annual Dinner, Draper 

 
ADJOURNMENT............................................…...................................Chair Olsen 

mailto:esharp@nrvrc.org
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Rural Transportation TAC Members   

From: Patrick Burton  

Date: March 15, 2016 

Re: Compilation of Existing and Future Land Use GIS Layers  
 FY 16 Transportation Work Program, Element (d) 
 
 

 

During the remainder of this fiscal year, Regional Commission staff will be reaching out to local 
government planning and GIS contacts in the New River Valley to discuss/assess land use and 
future land use mapping in existing comprehensive plans as part of an effort to provide VDOT with 
GIS land use data.  Information gathered will be used to update land use data within the Statewide 
Planning System as well as to augment data for the Statewide Travel Demand Model that is 
currently under development.   
 
For localities that do not have GIS layers/attribute data for existing and future land use, we want to 
develop a schedule and identify resources needed that would allow this data to be captured via GIS.  
 
At the March TAC meeting, we hope to have some conversation on this topic and want to hear your 
thoughts/suggestions regarding the status of land use mapping in your respective localities as well 
as our project approach.    
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Introduction 
 
 
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) allocates part of the State Planning and 
Research (SPR) funding to provide annual transportation planning assistance for non-urbanized 
areas within the Commonwealth. The Rural Transportation Planning (RTP) Program was created 
to aid the State in fulfilling the requirements of the State Planning Process to address the 
transportation needs of non-metropolitan areas. Funds appropriated under 23 U.S.C. 307(c) 
(SPR funds) are used in cooperation with the Department of Transportation, Commonwealth of 
Virginia for transportation planning as required by Section 135, Title 23, U.S. Code. These 
Federal funds provide 80 percent funding and require a 20 percent local match. 
 
In FY-2017 each planning district commission / regional commission will receive $58,000 from 
VDOT’s Rural Transportation Planning Assistance Program and each planning district 
commission / regional commission will provide a local match of $14,500 to conduct rural 
transportation planning activities.  This resource may be supplemented with additional planning 
funds, all such funds requires the development of a scope of work, approval and other 
coordination in administrative work programs.   
 
The scope of work shall include specific activities as requested by VDOT and/or the Federal 
Highway Administration. The scope of work may also include activities or studies addressing 
other transportation planning related issues that may be of specific interest to the region. The 
criteria for the determination of eligibility of studies for inclusion as part of this work program 
are based upon 23 U.S.C. 307 (c), State Planning and Research (SPR). 
 
Use of these funds by the New River Valley Regional Commission (NRVRC) is identified in and 
guided by an annual scope of work, also referred to as a work program.  The work program 
details the transportation planning activities to be carried out by the NRVRC under the Rural 
Transportation Planning Assistance Program in the upcoming fiscal year.   
 
Local government staff and the Commission’s Transportation Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) participate in the development of the work program, which must be approved/endorsed 
by the Commission.    
 
For FY-2017 the Commission proposes to utilize the SPR funds to undertake activities in the two 
general areas: Program Administration and New River Valley Regional Projects.  
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Program Administration 
 
Objective and Background:  The purpose of this work element is to cover the administrative 
and general costs associated with the project. 

Work Elements:  This includes the financial management and quarterly reporting, office 
supplies, meeting materials, and other general program costs.  Activities include: 

• Provide fiscal accountability of State Planning and Research (SPR) fund expenditures 
through regular quarterly reporting to VDOT.   

• Provide adequate and appropriate public notice of meetings.   

• Maintain contact with a regional network of local government officials, region-wide 
agencies and organizations, neighboring PDCs, VDOT representatives, and other 
applicable federal, state and local agencies concerning transportation issues. 

Products:  Quarterly financial reporting, mailings/notices, and preparation of quarterly activity 
reports.    

Regional Transportation Planning Program Administration Budget: 

 Total            SPR (80%)       RC Match (20%) 
 $5,000.00   $4,000.00    $1,000.00  
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New River Valley Regional Projects 
 
Objective and Background: Address regional transportation issues identified by the 
Transportation Committees and the Planning District Commission.  Individual projects and work 
elements are described below:   

Work Elements: 

(a) ($5,000) Regional Transportation Leadership - The purpose of this work element is 
to facilitate regional participation and consensus building on transportation-related 
issues through a continuing, comprehensive, and coordinated planning process.     

Task 1: Regional Transportation Technical Advisory Committee  

Products: The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is the 
foundation of the Commission’s transportation planning program.  TAC is 
composed of administrators and professional staff from local governments and 
institutions/agencies within the New River Valley Regional Commission service 
area.  TAC serves as an advisory body to the Commission on transportation issues.      

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Provide staff assistance for a maximum of 6 meetings  
• Prepare meeting minutes, agendas, and presentation materials 
• Maintain a website to post relevant transportation related information 
• Review and provide input for regional and statewide planning efforts 

Task 2: Regional Transit Coordinating Council 

Products: The council meets on a regular basis to discuss public transportation in 
the region and serves as a coordinating entity to support local governments, 
partnering stakeholders, and service providers.  The council is comprised of all the 
region’s public transportation partners and provides a strong multi-
jurisdiction/multi-system forum for transit.   

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Provide staff assistance for a maximum of 3 meetings 
• Co-Chair Roundtable discussion with MPO Staff  
• Prepare meeting agendas and presentation materials 
• Discuss existing transit services and TDPs 
• Identify potential common interests 
• Develop strategies and recommendations 
• Identify funding sources   
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 (b) ($32,500) Regional Technical Assistance - Activities typically include assistance in 
the areas of: highway safety/congestion, bicycle/pedestrian improvements, access 
management, public transportation, freight movement, hazard mitigation, 
infrastructure evaluations, stormwater management, recreation, or transportation 
as it relates to other elements such as: housing, economic development, and energy.  
FY 2017 Program Tasks include, but are not limited to:     

Task 1: Regional Freight Study  

Products: Compile data and conduct surveys outside of MPO urbanized area to be 
included in the Regional Freight Study.  Note: this project could be substituted for 
a different local/regional transportation related project.     

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Execute agreement to develop Regional Freight Study, under contract to 

the NRVMPO 
• Develop a supporting project website 
• Obtain access to freight data through the VDOT Transportation and 

Mobility Planning Division office 
• Identify regional freight network 
• Develop specific operational enhancement strategies for the freight 

network (segment, intersection, connectivity, accessibility, safety, etc.) 
• Develop a draft study document and present the findings as needed 

Task 2: Local Transportation Study   

Products: Develop a scope of work in conjunction with a local government, 
transportation service operator, and/or the NRVMPO (to incorporate areas 
beyond urbanized boundary).   

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Coordinate field visits to document the existing conditions 
• Apply criteria and identify preliminary site ranking 
• Develop a draft study document and present the findings as needed 

Task 3: NRV Cycling & Trail Counter Program   

Products: Maintain supporting program websites.  Add additional information and 
develop reports.  

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Notify regional partners of resources and request additional information 
• Add new cycling routes, route descriptions, cue sheets, and 3D mapping 
• Install trail counters, retrieve data, and prepare trail usage reports  
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(c) ($10,000) Project Implementation, Grant-Writing Assistance & Professional 
Development       

Products: Assist local applicants to prepare transportation related grant funding 
applications.  Provide grant-writing assistance for a maximum of three projects.  
Additional assistance will be offered depending on staff availability.  

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Schedule a meeting with CTB representative prior to grant deadlines 
• Submit Alternative Transportation Applications 
• Attend Conferences/Professional Development  

 (d) ($20,000) Statewide Projects and Core Program Requirements      

Products: The purpose of this work element is to provide assistance to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation for statewide planning on behalf of the New River 
Valley.  Furthermore, provide local technical assistance required to fulfill statewide 
planning and policy efforts. 

Benchmarks/Milestones (throughout year): 
• Complete the compilation of existing & future landuse GIS data for the 

region: Provide VDOT with GIS landuse data from local comprehensive 
plans within the Commission boundaries.  The Commission shall utilize the 
GIS tool provided by VDOT-TMPD to geo-reference local transportation 
plan recommendations.  Information gathered will be used to update 
existing land use data within the Statewide Planning System and will be 
used to augment data for the Statewide Travel Demand Model that is 
currently under development.  For localities that do not have GIS layers / 
attribute data for the current and future land use plans, develop a schedule 
and identify resources needed that would allow this data to be captured via 
GIS. VDOT-TMPD will provide detail instructions and templates to be used 
to provide consistency across the state. 

• Submit a prioritized list of recommended projects for consideration in the 
FY 2017 – 2022 SYIP 

• Submit a prioritized list of recommended projects for HB2 and the Virginia 
Multimodal Transportation Plan 

• Participate in outreach meetings and review data as requested by VDOT 
throughout the fiscal year 

• Coordinate tasks with VDOT District Planner 

New River Valley Regional Projects Budget:  

Total          SPR (80%)        RC Match (20%) 
$67,500.00   $54,000.00    $13,500.00 
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Budget Summary 
FY 2017 Work Program 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

Tasks 
VDOT 
(SPR)  
80% 

PDC 
(Match) 

20% 
Total 
100% 

Program Administration    

a) Financial management, reporting, & general program costs $4,000 $1,000 $5,000 

    

Total Budgeted Expenditure for Program Administration $4,000 $1,000 $5,000 
    

Program Activities    

a) Regional Transportation Leadership $4,000 $1,000 $5,000 

b) Regional Technical Assistance $26,000 $6,500 $32,500 

c) Project Implementation, Grant-Writing, Professional Dev. $8,000 $2,000 $10,000 

d) Statewide Projects and Core Program Requirements $16,000 $4,000 $20,000 

    

Total Budgeted Expenditure for Program Activities $54,000 $13,500 $67,500 
    
Total Budgeted Expenditure for Program Administration and 
Program Activities $58,000 $14,500 $72,500 







Local Contribution: $14,500/yr.
Planning: $5 for every local $1
Implementation: $16 for every local $1
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