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TEMCI Project in Western Virginia Observes Impact 
 

In 2010 a partnership was formed between the Virginia Tech Office of 
Economic Development and three Planning District Commissions in western 
Virginia (Roanoke Valley Alleghany Regional Commission, New River Valley 
Planning District Commission and Mount Rogers Planning District Commission) to 
support the Transportation Equipment Manufacturers Competitiveness Initiative 
(TEMCI).   The project was established to deliver technical assistance from 
faculty at Virginia Tech and manufacturing extension partnerships to 
manufacturing companies in western Virginia focused on the production of 
transportation equipment.  Technical assistance focused on three core areas: 
process improvement, product development and implementation of green 
technologies.  Over the three year project period, a total of 23 projects were 
completed with 9 different companies in the western Virginia area extending 
from Roanoke to Bristol.   
 
The project was funded by 
the US EDA Trade 
Adjustment Assistance 
program with a $1.07 million 
grant matched by $420,000 
in private company 
investment.  The estimated 
financial impact of the 
overall program is $53.7 
million demonstrated through 
investments made by 
companies to implement 
strategies identified in direct 
technical assistance, or cost 
avoidance through improved processes and deployment of energy saving 
strategies.  Further, the project is forecasting 14 jobs created while retaining an 
additional 26.  The most significant impact of the project may not necessarily be 
measured in employment figures, but rather improvements made through the 
technical assistance that allowed firms to retain valuable contracts they 
otherwise would have lost due to international competition or cost avoidance 
attributed to improved processing methods and energy savings.   
 
Examples of the impact are quite diverse which represents the wide variety of 
assistance delivered by Virginia Tech faculty and the manufacturing extension 
partnerships.  One firm specializing in refurbishing tractor trailer trucks 
redesigned their process which enabled them to increase their volume from 127 
trucks per year to more than 500.  A logistics company redesigned the layout of 
their facility to accomplish a 37.3% decrease in travel time for material 
handlers resulting in an estimated labor savings of over $26,000 annually.  
 

Continued on Page 5 
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UPCOMING  
MEETINGS: 
 
 
 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, January 21st, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, January 21st, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 
PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, January 23rd, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC – New River Room  
 
PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, February 27th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC – New River Room  
 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 
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http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
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  Transportation 
 

The 2013 Governor’s Transportation Conference was held in Richmond, Virginia, December 4th – 6th.  The event has grown 
over the last four years from a little over 600 participants in 2010 to over 1,100 participants in 2013.  Opening remarks 
from Governor Bob McDonnell and the Secretary of Transportation, Sean Connaughton, focused on the success of HB 2313.  
The revenue and appropriation changes were the first since the motor fuels tax increase in 1986. 
 
The conference was more than evaluating transportation solutions this year.  Presenters focused on innovations in technology 
and long range planning.  Virginia Tech Transportation Institute presented recent research on connected vehicle technology.  
One of the latest technologies, Dedicated Short Range Communications (DCRC), allows vehicles to share information that are 
within close proximity of each other.  Example applications can be as simple as monitoring imminent safety threats or as 
complex as automated vehicles.  Don’t get too excited…researchers still feel that vehicles will need to be monitored by 
humans for years to come. 
 
Presenters also shared recent information about changing attitudes towards vehicle ownership.  Americans are traveling 
7.4% fewer miles today than they did in 2004.  Data trends show fewer youth between the ages of 16 and 19 are getting 
their driver’s licenses.  In 1983 over 87% of 19 year-olds had a driver’s license, compared to 69% in 2011.  The downward 
trend of vehicle miles traveled and number of registered driver’s licenses will affect transportation needs in the future. 
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210.  

 

 

  Christiansburg Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
The New River Valley Planning District Commission has been working with the Town of 
Christiansburg on a Parks and Recreation Master Plan scheduled for completion in 
2014.  The PDC has worked with the Parks and Recreation department staff, as well 
as the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission, to identify strengths and 
opportunities within the department.  As part of the process, PDC staff will complete 
an existing conditions analysis in January 2014 that will provide a benchmark for the 
quantity and quality of parks and recreation facilities within the town.  Another part 
of the process is collecting community feedback.  The first part of the outreach will be 
a survey for town residents to complete.  This survey can be found at: 
 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/Christiansburg_Parks_and_Recreation_Survey 
 
This survey can also be found on pages 11 and 12 in the latest edition of the 
Christiansburg Parks and Recreation Program Guide.  This data will be used to 
identify the needs and desires of town residents, informing the process of developing 
new parks and recreation facilities for the town at present, and in the future. 
 
For further information, please contact Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206.   
 
 
 

HOME Consortium 
 
The New River Valley HOME Consortium will be providing HOME funds to a new senior housing project in the former Price’s Fork 
Elementary School in Montgomery County.  In mid-December, the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors voted to approve the 
sale of the property to local developer, Taylor Hollow Construction.  Although still in the early stages of development, the project 
will be a mixed-use facility, with residential units for seniors as well as other community-based businesses and services.  The 
HOME Consortium has already partnered with Taylor Hollow Construction for four other housing projects:  three in the City of 
Radford and one in the Town of Narrows. 
  
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 

mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Christiansburg_Parks_and_Recreation_Survey
mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
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November 21, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• The Regional Transit Coordinating Council met November 

19th at the NRV Business Center. 
Economic Development: 
• The New River Valley middle mile fiber project is complete 

and the NRV Wireless Authority held a project briefing on 
November 13th.  The briefing included information about 
how the regional telecommunications plan was developed 
by the PDC; how the Wireless Authority was formed; how 
Citizens Telephone Cooperative will be managing the open 
access fiber; the benefits already being experienced by 
Pulaski County schools/administration; and next steps for 
community deployment through existing Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs). 

• PDC staff met with Anthony Byrd, the Director of the Small 
Business Development Center for the New River Valley 
based at Radford University.  This was an opportunity to 
learn more about small business needs and trends in the 
region.  Mr. Byrd reshaped the program over the past 
year since he accepted the position.  We will continue our 
dialogue to ensure the CEDS document and other planning 
documents include resources needed to support small 
businesses in the region. 

Regional: 
• The region’s first meeting of local government Mayors and 

Board of Supervisors Chairs was coordinated by the 
Commission and held on October 23rd.  There was very 
good representation from across the region and the group 
committed to meeting on a semi-annual basis going 
forward. 

• The PDC and the Community Foundation hosted the 
Livability Initiative Information Exchange on November 12th 
at CrossPointe in Christiansburg.  Approximately 100 
people attended the event.  A partnership between the 
PDC and Community Foundation was announced to assist 
with implementation of items communities are interested in 
pursuing. 

• After public comment closes on the draft NRV Livability 
Initiative Final Report the document will be sent off for 
printing.  The grant is scheduled to close at the end of 
January 2014.  Starting in February the Commission will 
begin scheduling presentations with local governments and 
community organizations to brief them on the report. 

• The Appalachian Spring project hosted a meeting with the 
PDC Executive Directors in Southwest Virginia to discuss the 
development of a strategic plan for outdoor recreation in 
the 19 county area.  Project meetings within the four PDC 
geographies will be scheduled after the New Year to 
begin identifying projects that should be included in the 
strategic plan. 

PDC: 
• The VAPDC Winter Conference is scheduled for 

February 6-7 in Richmond.  It will coincide with the 
annual VML/VACO Legislative Day.   
 
 

 December 2013 Meeting 
 Cancelled 
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

 New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board  

 

The Workforce Investment Board (WIB) recently received notification that 
two recent grant applications submitted have been approved.  The WIB 
was awarded a $50,000 grant to support Business Services Capacity 
Building in our Comprehensive One Stop Centers.  The grant was effective 
on October 1, 2013 and will expire on September 30, 2014.  A key 
component of this grant is a complete re-design of the WIB website to 
make it more customer friendly, easy to use, efficient and effective. 
 
Additionally, Area 2 was selected as one of four workforce areas to 
participate in the Disability Employment Initiative (DEI), a statewide grant 
recently received by the State.  This is a three year grant that will expire 
at the end of 2016.  Area 2 will be a Pilot Site which means that we will 
become an Employment Network under the Social Security Administration-
Ticket to Work Program and will employ a full time Disability Resource 
Coordinator to coordinate local employment efforts to enhance the 
employment opportunities for the disabled population receiving Social 
Security Administration- Supplemental Security Income or Social Security 
Disability Insurance. 
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org), 
540-633-6764. 
 
   

Local Technical Assistance 
Over the last several months of 2013, PDC staff assisted the Town of 
Narrows Planning Commission and staff in identifying and developing a 
package of proposed zoning and subdivision ordinance changes.   

 
The proposed zoning ordinance changes included such items such as:  
modifications to permitted uses and special exception uses in the 
Agricultural-Residential (AR-1) and Residential (R-1, R-2, R-3) zoning 
districts; additional provisions for the Planned Development District (R-4) 
to cover steps from final application through development; added 
“granny cottage” (i.e., one-bedroom dwelling unit associated with a 
primary single-family structure on a single lot for the purpose of housing a 
family member) as a special exception in the AR-1 and Residential zoning 
districts provided the setback and building separation requirements can 
be met; added a definition for prefabricated carport structures and 
added language under lot regulations to address these structures; 
outpatient mental health and substance abuse treatment centers allowed 
as a special exception use in the B-1 and B-2 zoning districts; proposed 
new ordinance provisions to address keeping of chickens; and proposed 
new ordinance provisions to address sexually oriented businesses.    
 
Among the proposed subdivision ordinance changes were provisions to 
address: family subdivisions; administration of stormwater management 
and erosion and sediment control laws; and updates to preliminary and 
final plat requirements and procedures to reflect current standards of 
practice, including language to make ordinance provisions consistent with 
current Virginia Code.   
 
A public hearing for the ordinance packages was held in December.  After 
consideration of comments received, the Planning Commission will finalize 
the packages for consideration by Town Council.   
 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217.   

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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Economic Indicators            Virginia’s Manufacturing Sector  

 

During the summer of 2013, the Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP) 
provided the Virginia Manufacturing Association with an overview of the economic 
impact of Virginia’s manufacturing industry.  The overview used data from a variety 
of federal and state sources, as well as IMPLAN, a commercially-available 
economic impact modeling program.   
 
Based on initial 2012 employment data, the results show that manufacturing 
supports more than 240,000 direct jobs and 314,000 indirect and induced jobs.  
Combining the direct, indirect, and induced jobs, 15.3 percent of total employment 
in Virginia may be attributed to the manufacturing sector.  This translates to 
approximately $147.7 billion in annual economic output, with $99.1 billion in direct 
output and $48.6 billion in additional output.   
 
Virginia’s manufacturing sector, its supporting industries, and its employees are 
estimated to generate $5.4 billion in tax revenue.  This is split evenly between state 
tax revenue ($2.7 billion) and local tax revenue ($2.7 billion).  Of the local tax 
revenue, the majority ($2.3 billion) comes from property taxes, with additional 
revenue from sales taxes ($341 million).   
 
Manufacturing paid an average annual wage of $54,444 – a figure 5.4 percent 
higher than the overall industry average salary, according to the Virginia 
Employment Commission’s initial 2012 data.  Within Virginia’s manufacturing sector, 
Bureau of Economic Analysis data shows more individuals were employed to 
produce durable goods than nondurable goods.  Those who were employed to 
produce durable goods were also paid an average annual wage almost 12 
percent higher than those who produce nondurable goods.1  
 
Although manufacturing employment in Virginia decreased from 414,604 in 1990 
to 240,631 in 2012, wages increased in both nominal and real terms (inflation-
adjusted),2 in part due to the increased use of automated equipment which requires 
skilled workers.  The average annual wage in 1990 was $25,116, equivalent to 
$44,120 in 2012 dollars.  However, the actual 2012 average annual wage in 
Virginia’s manufacturing sector was $54,444, an increase of more than 23 percent 
from the inflation-adjusted figure.   
 
While manufacturing has experienced challenges, the VEDP overview cited several 
factors that bode well for manufacturing in Virginia:  the decreasing cost of natural 
gas; a strong network of community colleges and technical centers to train and 
certify the state’s manufacturing workforce; and access to the Port of Virginia.    
 
1 Bureau of Economic Analysis data cited reflects 2011, the most recent data 
available. 
2 Consumer Price Index used for inflation adjustment.   
 
 
Excerpted from an article in the Fall 2013 issue of Virginia Commerce Quarterly, a 
publication of the Virginia Economic Development Partnership.  For more information, 
please visit www.yesvirginia.org or contact VEDP economist Michael Gilbert 
at mgilbert@yesvirginia.org.  

  

http://www.yesvirginia.org/
mailto:mgilbert@yesvirginia.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 
 

  Doug Hudson  January – February 2014 
 Incubator Manager 
 

 
For Business Center information contact: 

Doug Hudson, Incubator Manager 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 
The NRVBC is now on Facebook 
 
The New River Valley Business Center 
is now on Facebook.  In December 
2013, the New River Valley 
Development Corporation created a 
page on Facebook.  This addition in web 
presence is imperative with Facebook 
being ranked as the number two search 
engine in the world behind only Google.  
On this Facebook page, there will be 
advertisements for available industrial 
and office space, video and picture 
content for those exploring the Business 
Center, and serve as a platform for 
tenants, entrepreneurs, and anyone else 
that has an interest in the activities of 
the Business Center to communicate.   
 
This is one more way that the NRV Development Corporation is reaching out to promote 
new business start-ups and associated entrepreneurship within the region.  Feel free to 
explore the new Facebook page and “like” the page for updates and information on the 
NRV Business Center. 
 
Meeting Space Available 
 
In addition to industrial and office space the Business Center has three meeting rooms 
available to host different functions.  The New River room is the largest of the three 
rooms and has a capacity of up to 100 people, the Training Room has a maximum 
capacity of 49 people, and the Conference Room has a maximum capacity of 30.  In the 
last year the Business Center hosted over 350 meetings.  Please contact the Building 
Manager, Doug Hudson, at incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or the Calendar Coordinator, 
Julie Phillips, at jphillips@nrvpdc.org for more details about reserving a meeting room. 
 
 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
mailto:jphillips@nrvpdc.org


Continued from Page 1 
 

A company seeking to reduce energy costs followed recommendations to utilize gas-fired 
heating for their high-speed molding machines and a variable-frequency drive for their 
hydraulic pump control which yielded savings of more than $250,000 per year.  The direct 
technical assistance helped one firm eliminate 3-minute delays in a process while also 
decreasing die changeover and set-up time by half.  The same company also trained three 
employees to be Green Belts in Lean Six Sigma (lean manufacturing techniques) for a 
lasting impact.  Lastly, a major truck manufacturer improved their paint application process 
that resulted in decreasing overtime by $70,000.  Through this project the partners 
supporting TEMCI were able to leverage world-class resources at Virginia Tech and the 
manufacturing extension partnerships by way of Planning District Commissions to market the 
program to private companies which yielded highly innovative successes for numerous 
companies in western Virginia.  Ultimately, the Trade Adjustment Assistance program greatly 
impacted the region by delivering the technical assistance needed to remain competitive in 
a global market place for years to come.   
 

For further information, please contact Kevin Byrd (kbyrd@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, 
ext. 212 or Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Keith Marshall 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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“Team Montgomery County” Attends Appalachian 
Gateway Communities Workshop 

 

A team from the Montgomery area recently participated in the Appalachian 
Gateway Communities Workshop at the National Conservation Training Center 
in Shepherdstown, West Virginia.  The workshop was designed especially for 
towns and communities bordering public lands.  National and regional experts 
worked with the seven-person team to begin crafting a vision focusing on the 
unique Appalachian assets that make Montgomery County an appealing place 
to live, work, and recreate.  
 
The workshop not only 
provided opportunities to learn 
from nationally recognized 
subject experts, it also 
provided the platform for 
team members to begin 
creating a plan. The team from 
Montgomery County outlined a 
plan that focused on elevating 
awareness of outdoor 
recreational assets.  Potential 
projects would involve way-
finding signage, incorporation of public art, achieving community designations 
that support assets (i.e. Appalachian Trail Community), and sharing the 
community’s diverse culture and history.  The team identified potential 
opportunities, evaluated benefits and barriers, and began to outline an action 
plan.       
 
The next step of the process is to finalize an action plan with local community 
partners.  Participation in the workshop also makes the Montgomery County 
Regional Tourism Program eligible to apply for seed grant funding from the 
Gateway Initiative to implement the action plan. 
 
The Appalachian Gateway Communities Regional Workshop is part of an 
initiative developed by the Appalachian Regional Commission and the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  Since 2007, the Gateway Initiative has helped 
gateway communities across Appalachia expand tourism and other economic 
development opportunities through community assessments, tourism planning 
workshops and grants for project implementation.  The Conservation Fund and 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation have partnered to strengthen the 
leadership capacity of towns, cities and communities that neighbor publicly 
protected natural and recreational lands in distressed, transitional or at-risk 
counties.  
 
For further information, please contact Lisa Bleakley, Executive Director of the 
Montgomery Regional Tourism Office, at (540) 394-2120, ext. 4225. 
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UPCOMING  

MEETINGS: 
 
 
 

 

NRVPDC Annual Dinner 
Wednesday, March 12th, 6:00 p.m.    
RU - COBE Building 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, March 18th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 

Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, March 18th, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, March 27th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, April 24th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
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  Transportation 
 

 
To kick off 2014, the New River Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 
became interactive!  Two interactive maps were developed by the PDC’s Planning and GIS team: 1) Existing 
Transportation System, and 2) Multimodal Planning.  The maps are intended to make review and comment on 
information that may be difficult to convey in traditional hard copy or PDF maps much easier.   
 
Developing a multimodal transportation system begins by identifying the existing transportation network.  A multimodal 
system plan outlines a network of connected corridors that allows users to move within and between destinations.  The 
Existing Transportation System map illustrates the NRVMPO boundary and the existing transportation network by 
corridor.  Walking, bicycling, and transit routes are overlaid onto the existing roadway centerlines.  The map is located 
on the project homepage here: http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/index.html  
 
The second step towards developing a multimodal transportation system is to evaluate employment and population 
density.  Understanding employment and population density allows planners to determine what size bus might be 
needed along a specific transit route, if a 10 foot wide trail is needed versus a 5 foot wide sidewalk, or if an existing 
transportation corridor will be able to handle increasing amounts of traffic.  The Multimodal Planning map illustrates 
population and employment density, multimodal districts, multimodal centers, and primary/secondary walking and 
biking sheds.  The map is located on the project documents page here: http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/documents.html          
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210.  

 

 
 
 

Baskerville Neighborhood Rehabilitation Project 
 

 
 

 
The Baskerville Neighborhood Rehabilitation project 
is currently closing out the first half of the $1 million 
Community Development Block Grant it received in 
2010.  During Phase I of the project, Pulaski County 
rehabilitated eight homes and rebuilt four homes in 
the Baskerville neighborhood.  The project also 
completed infrastructure design work for water and 
sewer upgrades slated for construction in Phase II of 
the project.  The County was also able to bring over 
$175,000 in match funds to the project from sources 
such as the NRV HOME Consortium, the 
Weatherization Program, private contributions, and 
local and in-kind funds.  Phase II is already 
underway and is slated for completion in early 
2015. 
  
For further information, please contact Jennifer 
Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 
204. 
 
 
 

 

Before and after photos of a substantial 
reconstruction project and a rehabilitation 
project in the Baskerville Neighborhood. 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/index.html
http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/documents.html
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
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January 23, 2014 Meeting 
Transportation: 

 The NRV Passenger Rail Committee held their first meeting 
on December 13, 2013.  There were over 20 people in 
attendance with representatives from the private sector as 
well as local government elected officials and staff, and 
university leadership.  

 The Roanoke MPO launched an intermodal study for the 
Elliston project late in 2013.  The NRVPDC was recently 
invited to participate on the study committee so the region 
could be informed of study developments.   

Regional: 

 The New River Valley Livability Initiative Final Report and 
sub-reports for Housing and Energy are nearly complete.  
Once finalized, reports will be sent off for printing.  Hard 
copies will be distributed to all local governments and 
partners in late February or March. 

 The second annual Dialogue on Race was held on January 
25th at the Blacksburg Community Center.   

 The Appalachian Spring project hosted a strategic 
planning input session in Abingdon on February 12th.   
 

PDC: 

 The VAPDC Winter Conference was held February 6-7 
in Richmond.   

 Commission staff is in preliminary discussion with the 
Workforce Investment Board and two counties in the 
region to serve as a grant applicant/administrator for 
a Department of Labor grant, Youth Career Connects.  
 

 February 27, 2014 Meeting 
Transportation: 

 The NRV Passenger Rail Committee scheduled their second 
meeting to be held on April 2nd.  Rex Hammond and Edie 
Swann, who were previously with the Lynchburg Chamber 
of Commerce, will be at the meeting to share their 
experience bringing passenger rail to Lynchburg.  

 VDOT hosted an annual meeting of transportation planners 
during the VAPDC Winter Conference.   

 Visit www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo to view online maps 
developed by PDC staff for the MPO Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan.   

Regional: 

 The New River Valley Livability Initiative Final Report and 
sub-reports for Housing and Energy were sent to the 
printers in late January.  Hard copies are expected to 
arrive around the first week of March.   

 The Appalachian Spring project will reschedule the 
February meeting to either 3/4 or 3/14.   

 The tourism legislation discussed during the January 
Commission meeting did not pass the House or Senate of 
the Virginia General Assembly.   

 There will be a workshop entitled, Agriculture in a Creative 
Economy on March 20 at Selah Springs in Riner.   

PDC: 

 We are in the process of revamping staff evaluations 
moving from a checklist matrix toward a goal-driven 
model.  In January all staff submitted goals for review 
using the acronym SMART; Specific, Measurable, 
Attainable, Relevant and Time-related.   
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board  

 

With a budget bill passed to ensure government funding through 
September 30, 2014, the overall WIA funding picture looks 
reasonable with a slight increase in funding for each funding stream 
for PY’14.  The downside for local areas is that the state’s set-aside 
share is being increased from 5% to 8.75%.  This increase in state 
set-aside will be taken from local areas’ allocations.  Overall, with 
Virginia’s unemployment rate remaining low compared with most 
states, the state share of WIA may actually decrease.  Considering 
all of the factors previously listed and unknowns that may occur the 
WIA is projecting a 5% reduction in funding for Area 2 in PY’14.  
Preliminary allocations will not be available until spring 2014. 
 
The Skills Gap Analysis conducted by the Virginia Tech Office of 
Economic Development has been completed.  Currently, Skills Gap 
findings are being presented individually to each jurisdiction in 
Area 2.  As presentations are being completed, Skills Gap Analysis 
report items are being posted on the WIB’s website at 
www.nrmrwib.org.  Should you have any questions concerning the 
Skills Gap Analysis report, please contact Marty Holliday at 
mholliday@nrvdc.org.   
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 

   

Local Technical Assistance 

 

Town of Narrows: Following public hearings held in December by 
the Planning Commission and Town Council, packages of zoning and 
subdivision ordinance updates were adopted by the Town Council 
in February.  Attention will now turn to assisting the Narrows 
Planning Commission and staff in reviewing and updating the 
Town’s Comprehensive Plan.   
 

City of Radford: PDC staff are assisting the City Planning 
Commission and staff in updating the City’s Comprehensive Plan. 
Working groups (composed of Planning Commission members and 
City staff) are focusing on updating the policies, goals, and 
strategies in each of the element sections of the Plan. The first round 
of working group meetings has been held. A citizen survey was 
distributed with utility bills in early February. The survey was also 
available online and hard copy was available at multiple locations 
in Radford.   
 

Town of Pearisburg: PDC staff assisted the Town Planning 
Commission and staff in developing a draft update of the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan over the last 18 months. A presentation on the 
draft plan update will be provided to Town Council in March and a 
public hearing will likely be scheduled for the spring.    
 

For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217.   

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo
http://www.nrvpdc.org/
www.nrmrwib.org
mailto:mholliday@nrvdc.org
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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US Census

New River Valley 2010 July 2013 Estimate % Change

Floyd County 15,279 15,726 2.9%

Giles County 17,286 17,446 0.9%

Montgomery County 94,392 96,867 2.6%

Pulaski County 34,872 34,657 -0.6%

Radford City 16,408 17,139 4.5%

NRV Total 178,237 181,835 2.0%

Population Estimates

Change since 2010 Census

Source: Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, Demographics & Workforce Group, 

www.coopercenter.org/demographics/, 1/27/14.

Truck Registrations

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2013 4th Qtr 2013 % Change

Floyd County 24 23 -4.2%

Giles County 23 27 17.4%

Montgomery County 123 73 -40.7%

Pulaski County 45 37 -17.8%

Radford City 13 13 0.0%

Total 228 173 -24.1%

Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

Economic Indicators 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

Floyd Innovation Center 

 

The walls are up! G&H Contracting is on track with construction of the 
Floyd Innovation Center. During the design phase, it was important to 
the Floyd County EDA to make the building as energy-efficient as the 
budget would allow. The walls in this photo are one result of that – you 
are looking at SIPs (structural insulated panels) made by ACME Panel in 
Radford.  
 
The 14,000-square-foot building, located at the Floyd Commerce 
Center, is designed to host multiple tenants engaged in industries such 
as high-performance and biotechnology manufacturing, and is 
expected to be operational by mid-year 2014. Funding for the project 
($2.3 million) has been received from the Virginia Tobacco 
Indemnification and Revitalization Commission, the US Economic 
Development Administration, and the Appalachian Regional 
Commission.   
 

 For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 209.  

Population Estimates 

The New River Valley population has grown based on 
the July 2013 estimates.  The City of Radford saw the 
largest increase of 4.5% or 731residents, while Pulaski 
County saw the only decrease in our region -0.6% or 
215 residents. 

 

New Vehicle Registrations 

Car registrations decreased throughout the entire 
region between the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2013 with 
Floyd County showing the largest decrease (35).  Truck 
registrations decreased in most localities with Giles 
County showing the only increase of four registrations. 

 

New River Valley Population Estimates- July 2013 

mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 
 

  Doug Hudson  March - April 2014 
 Incubator Manager 
 

 
For Business Center information contact: 

Doug Hudson, Incubator Manager 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 
OTH Consulting is Expanding 
 
OTH Consulting recently moved to a larger office within the NRV Business Center in anticipation of 
hiring a new employee focused on design.  OTH Consulting has been a tenant of the Business Center 
since 2010 and has grown to a staff of two part-time, and two full-time employees.  Ed Campbell, 
President of OTH Consulting, hopes to grow his business to support 3-4 full-time employees. 
 
OTH Consulting provides automation support, weld processing, and other services to local manufacturers.  
OTH’s first customer was Caterpillar, but the company has recently been working with Volvo, Hubbell 
Lighting, and Kollmorgen to name a few.  Mr. Campbell strives to “keep everything as local as possible”, 
meaning employees, customers, and materials.   
 
Mr. Campbell started the business in his home before moving 
to the NRV Business Center after working in the area for 
several years.  When asked why he located in the Business 
Center, Mr. Campbell explained the consistency of overhead 
expenses is a major draw.  Knowing the rent includes 
telephone, internet, electrical, heating and cooling as well as 
access to other amenities, helps a small business remain stable.  
Further, recognizing the liabilities of owning or maintaining a 
business space are avoided and further keeps costs consistent.  
He also expressed the value of meeting rooms within the 
Business Center being a great asset to his business, “When 
you’re starting out, how many companies can afford a nice 
space as well as meeting rooms of multiple sizes?”   
 
It is exciting to observe companies such as OTH Consulting 
continuing to grow and be successful in serving customers 
within the region.  For more information on OTH Consulting, 
visit the company website at: www.oth247.com  
 

 
 
 

Like the New River Valley Business Center on Facebook 
 

OTH Consulting built this custom machine for 
Hubbell Lighting 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html


Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Update 
 

The New River Valley Planning District Commission, as a designated Economic 
Development District by the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA), is working 
with the CEDS Committee to develop the annual update of the CEDS.  The NRV 
Livability Initiative informed last year’s update and continues to influence this year’s 
update, with the first meeting of the CEDS Committee evaluating the region’s small 
business ecosystem.  Small business was identified as a high priority in the Livability 
Initiative process and has been a high priority in the CEDS.  In the next month localities 
will be contacted to identify economic development projects or programs that are 
needed and serve a regional benefit.  Following the solicitation of local projects, the 
CEDS committee will review the project list and ranking criteria.  Once complete, the 
CEDS committee will make a recommendation to the Commission Board of Directors for 
any adjustments to the project list and ranking criteria before finalizing a draft CEDS in 
the spring.  This year’s update is scheduled to be complete in June. 
 

For further information, please contact Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 206. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Cathy Clark 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Keith Marshall 

Town of Rich Creek 
· William Kantsios 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 

To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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New River Valley News & Views 
May- June 2014  

 
 

NRVPDC 26th Annual Dinner Meeting  
 
On March 12, 2014 the New River Valley Planning District Commission Board of 
Directors, comprised of elected officials and citizen appointees across the region, 
hosted a dinner meeting at Radford University to honor their inaugural award 
recipients.  Nearly 100 local government elected officials, along with planning 
commission chairs as well as state and federal elected representatives were in 
attendance.   

 
Dr. Charles Steger, President of Virginia Tech, received the Citizen of the Valley 
award for his 14 years of service as President diligently pursuing the course he laid 
out to establish the university among the nation’s premier research institutions.  
Steger has provided visionary leadership in the creation and implementation of a  
bold vision and strategic plan, with a demand for quality across all aspects of the 
academic enterprise.  He has engaged in many different roles to assist the region’s 
economic development.  Most 
recently, he was the catalyst behind 
the development of the Moss Center 
for the Arts which draws world class 
art and performers and is a 
remarkable asset to have in the 
region for current residents to enjoy 
and aid in business recruitment.  
 
Mr. Joseph “Joe” Sheffey, Chair of 
the Pulaski County Board of 
Supervisors, received the Champion 
of the Valley award, given to an 
elected official within or representing the region.  As Chair of the Pulaski County 
board since 1996, Sheffey has led Pulaski County in the growth and development 
of regional efforts formed prior to his election, such as the New River Valley 
Planning District Commission with a term as Chair from 1994-1996, Fairview Home, 
the New River Valley Airport Commission, Peppers Ferry Regional Water Treatment 
Authority and the New River Valley Economic Development Alliance.  During his term 
as a member of the Pulaski County board, Joe (as he prefers to be called) built on 
these efforts to encourage the development of the New River Resource Authority, 
the New River Valley Regional Jail Authority, Virginia’s First Regional Industrial 
Facilities Authority/Commerce Park and the interconnection of the Radford and 
Pulaski County water systems.  In addition to the normal issues involved with the 
formation of a new regional initiative, the location of these facilities in Pulaski 
County has required Joe to also mediate citizen concerns regarding each of these 
efforts. Throughout the years, Joe’s concern for others, patient demeanor, even-
handed approach, professional manner, frank perspective, level-headedness and 
commitment to doing the right thing in all circumstances have contributed to the 
success of so many regional endeavors. 
 
For further information, please contact Kevin Byrd (kbyrd@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 212. 

 
 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

• NRVPDC 26th Annual Dinner 
Meeting 

• Transportation Program 

• Project Updates 

• NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

• Economic Indicators 

• The Competitive Edge 

 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING  
MEETINGS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, May 20th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, May 20th, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 
PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, May 22nd, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, June 26th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 
 
 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
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  Transportation 
 

The Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) invited the PDC to speak at its 
Coordinating Transportation and Land Use Forum on April 2, 2014.  The event was 
organized by Robert Hofrichter, VDOT’s Assistant Administrator for the 
Transportation and Mobility Planning Division. 
 
The PDC presented examples of how the Rural Transportation Work Program is 
utilized to support local transportation plans.  PDC staff partnered with VDOT’s 
Rural Planning Program Manager, Darrel Johnson, to present on the topic of planning in non-urbanized areas.  
Examples of planning for non-urbanized areas within the New River Valley include: 1) how the 2035 Rural Long-Range 
Transportation Plan was used in Floyd County’s Comprehensive Plan update; 2) how VDOT’s Access Management 
Regulations were used to evaluate a segment of US Route 11/460 in Montgomery County; and 3) how the PDC is 
utilizing technology and visualization tools to support local conversations.             
 
Over 220 participants from localities, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, Planning District Commissions, the private 
sector, and VDOT attended.  The forum took place at the John Tyler Community College’s Chester campus.  
   
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210.  

 
 

Pulaski Adult Day Services & Fall Prevention Center 
 
 
The Pulaski Adult Day Services & Fall Prevention Center project is currently 
underway.  The project received $700,000 in Community Development Block 
Grant funds to renovate the former Newbern Elementary School outside of Dublin 
into a 30-slot adult daycare facility and adjoining Fall Prevention Clinic, serving 
the elderly and disabled residents of Pulaski County.  The past several months 

have been spent in final design and preparation of bid documents for both asbestos abatement and general 
building construction.  Construction is slated to begin in May and will be completed in eight to twelve months.   
 
Pulaski Adult Day Services & Fall Prevention Inc., the non-profit managing and operating the facility just kicked off 
a capital campaign to raise an additional $500,000 in order to furnish and equip the facility, as well as to 
provide quality programs for its clients.  A groundbreaking ceremony is scheduled for the beginning of June.  For 
more information, please visit www.pulaskiadultdayservice.org/  
  
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
 

Local Planning Commissioner Event 
 

This year’s training event for local planning commissioners will focus on “Housing for an Aging Population” and will 
be held on May 28, 2014, at the New River Valley Business Center in Fairlawn.  The event will begin with dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. The agenda features a brief overview of issues/trends followed by a panel discussion on Lifespan 
Friendly Housing.  Panelists include:  

 
• Patti Drescher, Occupational Therapist/Assistive Technology Specialist, Virginia Department for Aging and 

Rehabilitative Services. 
• Andrew Warren, Zoning Administrator, Town of Blacksburg.  
• Nancy Phillips, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Townside Realtors; President, Legacy Builders NRV, Inc. 

  
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217. 

mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
http://www.pulaskiadultdayservice.org/
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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March 27, 2014 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• The Floyd Innovation Center project is scheduled for 

completion at the end of August 2014.   
• Commission staff responded to the Virginia’s 

First/Commerce Park management request for proposals.   
• The CEDS committee met to review the Goals, Objectives, 

Strategies and ranking criteria for the 2014 update.   
Transportation: 
• PDC staff is in the process of establishing a trail counter 

program for the region to utilize.  The information 
gathered from trail counters can be helpful when making 
decisions on investing in trail improvements and/or 
expansions.   

Regional: 
• The New River Valley Livability Initiative Final Reports 

were distributed at the meeting.  Local Governments will 
be contacted to schedule overview presentations once 
reports are distributed.   

• The Appalachian Spring project hosted a strategic planning 
session with all local governments and interested parties on 
3/31 in Abingdon. 

PDC: 
• The Christiansburg Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

and the Christiansburg Cemetery Master Plan are on 
target to be complete at the end of the fiscal year.   

• The reformatted annual dinner was held on March 12th 
at Radford University.   

• The work program and budget for FY15 is beginning 
to take shape.   
 

 April 24, 2014 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• At the VA 1st/Commerce Park meeting the respective 

boards decided to convene a special joint meeting 
between their executive committees to discuss management 
responses in detail.  The meeting will be set for early May. 

Transportation: 
• The PDC staff is nearing the final stages of developing the 

MPO Bike/Pedestrian Master Plan.    
• At the NRV Passenger Rail Committee meeting the 

Commission presented a study framework for the group to 
discuss.  The committee expressed a strong desire to pursue 
the study as presented.  As a result, the project will be sent 
to the MPO to consider funding for FY15. 

Regional: 
• The Commission is in the process of developing a 

partnership with the New River Health District to provide 
mapping services.  

• An interim product of the Appalachian Spring project, 
SWVA Economic Analysis Report, captures highlights of the 
changing economy of SWVA by county.   

• The Commission is submitting a grant application to the 
Center for Disease Control for funds to develop Health 
Impact Assessments as it relates to the built environment.   

PDC: 
• The budget and work program for FY15 is near 

completion.  The FY15 budget will be presented at the 
May Commission meeting.  The FY15 work program 
will be presented at the June meeting. 
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board 
 

 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently 
received notification that WIA 2 has been selected to participate in 
two new grant initiatives.   
 
The first grant is a Disability Employment Initiative funded by the 
Department of Labor.  The WIB will receive $541,507 over a three 
year period to employ two Disability Resource Coordinators to 
enhance service delivery to the disabled population in our area 
with employment as the program goal.  The WIB has been 
designated as an Employment Network under the Social Security 
Administration and will participate in the Ticket to Work program 
which provides incentives for employment networks to place 
disabled individuals receiving social security disability payments.  
This grant will end on December 31, 2016. 
 
The second grant is a NEG-OJT (on-the-job-training) grant 
designed to provide on the job training to prolonged unemployed 
displaced workers.  The WIA will receive $130,000 to serve 26 
clients with an expiration date of June 30, 2015. 
 
The WIB is very excited about these two new grant opportunities to 
provide additional training and services to citizens in the area. 
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 
   

Local Technical Assistance 
 

Town of Narrows:  Activities related to review and update of the 
Town’s Comprehensive Plan recently commenced with discussion and 
brainstorming at a meeting of the Narrows Planning Commission.  
Next the Narrows Planning Commission will review descriptive data 
for consideration in developing updated goals and objectives for 
the Plan.     

City of Radford: Working groups, which focused on drafting 
updated policies, goals, and strategies in each of the Plan element 
sections, have largely completed their work.  The Radford Planning 
Commission will continue to refine the draft policies, goals, and 
strategies.  Tabulation of community survey data and development 
of a summary of responses is underway.   

Town of Pulaski: PDC staff are assisting the Town of Pulaski 
Planning Commission and staff in developing an update of the 
Town’s Comprehensive Plan. Project work officially began with a 
kick-off presentation and facilitated discussion at the Planning 
Commission’s February meeting and will continue through 2014. 

For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217.   

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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Time Period
Civilian Labor 

Force
Employment Unemployment

Unemployment 
Rate (%)

February 2014 92,879 87,897 4,982 5.4
January 2014 87,129 82,174 4,955 5.7
December 2013 91,772 87,211 4,561 5.0

5 Year Annual 
Average 2008 - 2012 87,909 81,749 6,159 7.0

New River Valley PDC

Source: LAUS Unit and Bureau of Labor Statistics, Virginia Employment Commission.

 

  Economic Indicators 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 
Christiansburg Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 

 
The Christiansburg Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan had success in receiving 
survey responses from recreation users 
within town.  A total of 619 surveys were 
completed electronically or on paper and 
yielded great insight into the needs and 
desires for facilities and programs.  Trails 
and cultural events ranked highly in the 
survey responses.  Priorities are broken out 
by quadrants within the town so the Parks 
and Recreation Department can target 
areas where facilities are needed or 
improvements desired.  Along Peppers 
Ferry Road, over 60 acres of land was 
purchased by the Town for parks and 
recreation development, and the 
Christiansburg Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Commission is exploring options 
for the development of the property.    
 

 For further information, please contact 
Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org) 
540-639-9313, ext. 206.  

The dollar amount of taxable sales increased in 
three of the five NRV jurisdictions between the 3rd 
and 4th quarters of 2013. Montgomery County 
showed the largest increase ($6,707,619) and Giles 
County showed the largest decrease ($4,788,309). 

mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 
 

  Doug Hudson  May- June 2014 
 Incubator Manager 
 

 
For Business Center information contact: 

Doug Hudson, Incubator Manager 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

NRV Business Center Office Suite 

 
Space Available at the NRV Business Center 
 
Industrial Spaces 

Now that the New River Valley Business Center 
has graduated some of its businesses into 
permanent spaces within the region, the Business 
Center has several industrial spaces available.  
Industrial business spaces range from 311 square 
feet for half of a smaller manufacturing bay to 
4,059 square feet for a large bay. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Office Spaces 
 
Standard office spaces are also available, 
ranging in size from 158 square feet to full 
three-office suites.  Some offices offer exterior 
access, while others are only accessible from 
the interior of the building. 
 
Each of these spaces are designed to be flexible to meet the needs of the businesses 
that occupy them.  Many home businesses have transitioned into the Business Center, 
and several businesses have grown and graduated from the Business Center, moving 
to locations throughout the region.  For more information, visit 
www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html, contact Doug Hudson at incubatormanager@nrvdc.org, or 
call (540) 633-6730. 

 
 

Like the New River Valley Business Center on Facebook 
 

NRV Business Center Industrial Bay 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org


 

Red Sun Farms On Pace to Start Production in Summer 
 
The first tenant of the NRV Commerce Park, Red Sun Farms, is on track to begin tomato 
production in its greenhouses in the summer. Red Sun will grow tomatoes year-round at 
the Commerce Park. The facility is clearly visible from Route 100, a view currently 
composed of the greenhouse’s metal frames (glass walls are being installed soon) and a 
lot of grading to level the site. A distribution center on the property will deliver produce 
to local grocery stores. 
 
For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 209. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Susie Journell 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Keith Marshall 

Town of Rich Creek 
· William Kantsios 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 

To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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New River Valley News & Views 
July - August 2014 

 
 
 

Christiansburg Parks and Recreation Master Plan  
 
 
Over the past year the New River Valley Planning District Commission assited the 
Town of Christiansburg with the development of their Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan.  The process involved meeting with town staff and the Christiansburg Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Commission, as well as obtaining input from the public 
through a survey and a public meeting.  The public outreach survey collected 
responses from more than 600 people.   
 
The initial efforts for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan involved an inventory of 
existing parks, facilities, service boundaries, and programs while comparing these 
conditions against national trends.  Once this analysis was completed, goals and 
objectives were developed with help from the Advisory Commission and Town staff.   
 
The public outreach survey was helpful in 
determining the desires of Christiansburg 
residents and heavily influenced the 
development of recommendations.  Through 
the survey, trails and cultural events were 
among the highest priorities.  Trails and 
cultural events were followed by the desire 
for a dog park, additional aerobics and 
exercise classes, picnic shelters, and 
playgrounds.    The top five desires by area 
of town were also mapped to show where 
facilities could be placed in order to serve the 
needs of residents. 
 
Recommendations were informed by the public outreach survey, Town staff, the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission, and by parks and recreation research.  
Each park had its own set of recommendations while programs and more general 
recommendations were also included.  In total, 56 recommendations were included 
in the plan. 
 

The Christiansburg Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan is intended to lay the foundation 
for future parks and programs within the town.  
Christiansburg Town Council will be reviewing 
the plan in the coming months for adoption. 

 
For further information, please contact Brad 
Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 206. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

• Christiansburg Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan 

• Transportation Program 

• Project Updates 

• NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

• Economic Indicator 

• The Competitive Edge 

 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING  
MEETINGS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agritourism Management Team 
Meeting 
Tuesday, July 8th, 1:00 p.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, July 15th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, July 15th, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 
PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, August 28th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 
 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

Christiansburg Park Service Area Boundaries 

mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
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 Transportation 
 

The New River Valley Planning District Commission is pleased to announce that a new trail counter program is available in 
the region.  As of July 1, 2014, the Commission is seeking requests from localities to identify count locations.   
 
The purpose of the New River Valley Trail Counter Program is to help member jurisdictions: 
• Measure trail usage (along a specific segment, at a trail head, or near businesses) 
• Identify patterns (e.g. weekday vs. weekend) 
• Evaluate the effects of weather, terrain, and other physical features 
• Delineation between user types (cyclist, pedestrian, horseback, etc.) 
• Identify potential investment strategies 
 
Some of the specific deliverables expected from the program include: measuring potential economic impacts, enabling 
communities to perform critical maintenance during non-peak seasons, and providing new data that can be used in the local 
decision making process.  
 
Visit http://www.nrvpdc.org/transportationplanning.html  to stay up to date on the latest transportation planning initiatives 
in the region.  
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210.  

 

 

HOME Consortium 
 
The HOME Consortium is currently working with New River Valley Habitat for Humanity to design and build a lifespan friendly 
home with an attached accessory dwelling unit in Floyd County.  An accessory dwelling unit, also known as a granny flat, is 
defined as a room or set of rooms designed to be used as a separate dwelling unit for the purpose of housing a live-in 
caregiver or elderly family member.  The goal of the project is to create a replicable model for any community to build homes 
accessible to anyone at any age, as well as creating a designated space to either host a live-in caretaker or an elderly family 
member.  Habitat for Humanity serves households earning less than 50% of the area median income. With the number of 
residents ages 65 and older projected to double in the next 20 years, exploring various housing options for the seniors in the 
region will become a high priority. 
  
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
 
Planning Commissioner Training Event  

 
A training event for local planning commissioners was held on the evening of May 28, 2014, at the New River Valley Business 
Center in Fairlawn.  More than 30 local planning commissioners and staff attended the session which focused on “Housing for an 
Aging Population.”  The program featured an overview of regional housing issues and trends provided by Jennifer Wilsie of the 
PDC staff, followed by a panel discussion on Lifespan Friendly Housing.  The panelists and their topics included: 
 

• Patti Drescher, Occupational Therapist/Assistive Technology Specialist, Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative 
Services:  Home Modifications that Facilitate Aging in Place. 

• Nancy Phillips, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Townside Realtors; President, Legacy Builders NRV, Inc.:  New Construction Features 
Sought by Senior Home Buyers. 

• Andrew Warren, Senior Planner/Zoning Administrator, Town of Blacksburg:  Land Use/Zoning Ordinance Provisions in Relation to 
Aging in Place. 
 
Copies of a new publication were made available to attendees.  Entitled, “Lifespan Friendly Homes, Neighborhoods and 
Communities: Design Strategies & Implementation Guidebook for the New River Valley,” the guidebook is a product of the New 
River Valley Livability Initiative, Community Housing Partners Design Studio, the Aging in Place Leadership Team, and the New 
River Valley HOME Consortium.  The guidebook is available for download from the PDC website 
at www.nrvpdc.org/HomeMatters .  Thanks to all who participated! 
 

For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217. 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/transportationplanning.html
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
http://www.nrvpdc.org/HomeMatters
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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May 22, 2014 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• The VA 1st/Commerce Park Executive Committees met on 

May 12th and will be recommending to their full boards to 
transfer management to the NRV Economic Development 
Alliance.   

Transportation: 
• RIDE Solutions coordinated the annual Clean Commute 

Challenge held on May 30th.  
• PDC staff prepared a grant application to VDOT on 

behalf of the Town of Christiansburg to improve the 
railroad crossing on Christman Mill Road.   

• NRV Passenger Rail Study framework must be approved 
by the VA Department of Rail and Public Transit (DRPT) 
before the MPO can include the plan in their budget.   

Regional: 
• The Commission convened a meeting on May 7th to discuss 

tourism in the region.  The meeting was attended by local 
government managers and tourism staff with representation 
across all four counties, the city and several towns.   

• The Commission is working with the Appalachian Spring 
project staff to coordinate an input session in the New River 
Valley region in the coming months.     

• A Southwest Virginia Summit was held on May 29th with the 
focus on collective impact approach to community and 
economic development. The PDC and Community 
Foundation were on the plenary panel to discuss lessons 
learned in multi-sector approach to the NRV Livability 
Initiative.  

June 26, 2014 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• The 2014 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

update was presented at the June Commission meeting.  
The condensed consumer version will be distributed at the 
August meeting.  

• The Commission is providing grant administration and 
staffing support to a local food project in the reuse of the 
decommissioned Prices Fork Elementary School. 

Transportation: 
• At the VDOT Six-Year Improvement Plan public hearing the 

Secretary of Transportation opened the meeting explaining 
funds would be included to move the I-81 exit 118 park 
and ride lot and the balance of funds needed to complete 
the Southgate Interchange project would also be included. 

Regional: 
• The Commission will host the second regional tourism 

discussion among local governments on July 31st. 
• A tri-county agritourism program recently requested the 

Commission to assist with project management over the next 
fiscal year.   

• The Commission staff met with the staff for the Appalachian 
Spring project on June 25th to start the visioning process for 
outdoor recreation needs in the region.   

• The Commission hosted the second meeting of the 
Mayors/Chairs across the region.  The meeting was well 
attended with representation from all four counties and the 
city.   

PDC: 
• The Virginia Association of Planning District 

Commissions is hosting the summer conference on July 
24-26 in Williamsburg. 
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board 

 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently 
received “preliminary” PY’14 WIA allocation as reflected below: 
 
 PY’13  PY’14  Variance % Increase 
Adult $715,806 $760,862 +$45,056 6.3% 
Youth $869,638 $936,340 +$66,702 7.7% 
DLW $627,951 $667,831 +$39,880 6.3% 
Totals $2,213,395 $2,365,033 +$151,638 6.8% 
Note: Adult/DLW Incremental Funding 
 
Effective July 1, 2014 
Adult 7.08% or $53,869 
DLW 14.18% or $94,698 
Balance of allocations available after October 1, 2014. 
 
In anticipation of available PY’13 carry-over funds in addition to 
“preliminary” PY’14 allocation, both the WIB and the Elected Officials 
Consortium Board approved the following funds for PY’14 program 
operations.  All current PY’13 contracts are being extended for one (1) 
additional year with new funding levels as reflected below. 
 
PY’14 Approved Funding 
Administration (One Stop Operator)  TOTAL - $50,000  
People Inc. of Virginia -$50,000 
 
DLW Program  TOTAL - $500,000 
People Inc. of Virginia -$500,000 
 
Adult  TOTAL - $674,380 
People Inc. of Virginia - $397,931 
Goodwill Industries of the Valleys - $202,069 
Goodwill Special Project - $74,380 
 
Youth  TOTAL - $650,000 
People Inc. of Virginia - $419,114 
Goodwill Industries of the Valleys - $230,886 
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 
   

NRVPDC Interactive Reports 
 

The Planning District Commission’s website now 
includes interactive reports in addition to the 
interactive maps added to the website recently. 
 
To access the interactive reports click on the 
“Publications” tab on the left side menu and then 
select the “Interactive Reports” link. 
 

For further information, please visit www.nrvpdc.org.  

 

 

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvpdc.org/
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  Economic Indicator 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 
RIDE Solutions Wraps Up Bike Month 
 

 
Pulaski County’s own Thomas Hash of The Junction at Draper 
Mercantile was recognized as RIDE Solution’s 2014 Bike Hero for 
his work building a bicycle culture in Pulaski County, his 
volunteerism supporting trail building and ride organization, and 
for making the Draper Mercantile a hub of bike activity for the 
New River Valley. The Bike Hero Award is awarded to an 
individual who has shown dedication to the use and advocacy of 
the bicycle as a transportation alternative in their day-to-day 
activities, their work in the community to improve bicycle 
accommodations, and their encouragement through advocacy or 
by example for others to replace vehicle trips with bicycle trips.  
 
The 2015 Clean Commute Challenge broke past years’ records 
and blew past our goal of 15,000 miles for this year. Just over 
100 people pledged to carpool, bike, walk, ride the bus, or work 
from home during the challenge for a total of 45,400 miles! 
Telecommuting proved the most popular mode with 16,000 miles.  
During this year’s challenge we saw intense team competitions 
boosting the miles traveled (or not, thanks to telecommuting), 
weekly prize drawings for participants, and a calendar full of 
events to encourage folks to try trading their drive-alone habit 
for other ways of getting to work. 
 
One more interesting note about the Clean Commute Challenge for our data hounds – April and May (when we open up 
pledging for the challenge) is our single biggest registration period. Members’ top 3 responses on how they heard about RIDE 
Solutions in that time frame are employer (15%), friend (16%), and co-worker (18%). Clearly, relationships and word of mouth, 
with a dash of competition and incentive thrown in, are the most effective ways of reaching people with what RIDE Solutions has 
to offer commuters. 
  

 For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 209.  

TAXABLE SALES

2013 2013
Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr
Floyd County 18,433,336 18,538,449

Giles County 36,299,956 31,511,647

Montgomery County 242,644,953 249,352,571

Pulaski County 84,677,806 82,080,807

Radford City 20,774,550 21,549,439
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.

The dollar amount of taxable sales 
decreased throughout most of the NRV 
jurisdictions between the 3rd and 4th 
quarters of 2013. Giles County showed the 
largest decrease ($4,788,309) and 
Montgomery County showed the largest 
increase ($6,707,619). 

mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 
 

  Doug Hudson  July - August 2014 
 Incubator Manager 
 

 
For Business Center information contact: 

Doug Hudson, Incubator Manager 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 
New River Valley Development Corporation Welcomes the United Federation of 
Dairy Herd Improvement Association (DHIA) to the NRV Business Center 
 
The DHIA has found a new home at the NRV Business Center and plans to begin 
operations at their new site July 1st, 2014.  “United DHIA is an organization of herds 
from five states working together to offer a cost effective way to provide dairy 
management records, to help producers maintain a healthy herd and return a profit. We 
have over 60 years of experience as an organization providing information to member 
and non-member dairymen” (http://www.uniteddhia.com/About-Us.html). 
 
According to their website, the DHIA mission is as follows,  “Our goal is to provide our 
customers with the best records to enable them to make informed decisions for their 
herds.”  As part of this mission, the DHIA employs field technicians that visit farms to 
collect milk samples that are sent to the lab for testing.  Test results are sent back to the 
farms.  Other services of the DHIA include identification tags and software to track 
results.   
 
United DHIA offices are relocating from the campus of Virginia Tech.  DHIA will be 
moving to one of the industrial bays with more than 1,900 square feet.  This space is 
being retrofitted to meet the needs of DHIA. 
 
The New River Valley Development Corporation is happy to have the United DHIA join 
the NRV Business Center.  For more information, visit www.uniteddhia.com. 
 
For further information, please contact Doug Hudson (incubatormanager@nrvdc.org), 
540-633-6730. 
 
 

 
 

Like the New River Valley Business Center on Facebook 
 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
http://www.uniteddhia.com/About-Us.html
http://www.uniteddhia.com/
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org


 

Local Technical Assistance 
Town of Narrows:  PDC staff are assisting the Town Planning Commission and staff in 
exploring updates for the goals and objectives in the Comprehensive Plan.  Descriptive data 
was reviewed.  A citizen survey is being drafted.      
 

Town of Pearisburg:  In May, the Town Council adopted the Comprehensive Plan 2014 
Update, which had been developed by the Pearisburg Planning Commission with assistance 
from PDC staff.  Congratulations to the Town of Pearisburg! 
 

Town of Pulaski: The Town of Pulaski Planning Commission discussed a draft community 
survey and tentative approach to community meetings.  PDC staff shared some examples of 
updated comprehensive plan goals and objectives from other localities.           
 

City of Radford: PDC staff continue to work with City Planning Commission members and 
staff to develop updated information for the plan document.  Tabulation of community 
survey data and development of a response summary continues.   
 

For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 217. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Susie Journell 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Keith Marshall 

Town of Rich Creek 
· William Kantsios 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 

To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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New River Valley News & Views 
September - October 2014 

 
 
 

Planning Collaboration with the  
New River Valley MPO 
  

 
In August, the Commission presented the final version of the New River Valley 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.  The 
presentation marked the successful completion of 
a 2-year collaborative planning process.  The 
purpose of the plan was to develop a long-
range multimodal transportation system strategy 
for the urbanized areas of the New River 
Valley.   
 
The process was led by a stakeholder group that 
included local governments, universities, 
transportation operators, and local 
organizations.  The group utilized the Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation’s 
Multimodal Design Guidelines to create the plan.  
The final plan identifies a continuous system of 
multimodal corridors that interconnects key 
population and employment centers within the 
urbanized area. 
 
One of the final products of the plan is an online Multimodal Transportation System 
Planning Tool.  As a product of the plan, the tool is geared towards helping 
localities identify mode choice gaps within the existing transportation system, 
evaluate potential solutions based on the density of jobs and housing, and prioritize 
bicycle and pedestrian improvements.  The tool was recently selected to receive a 
National Association of Development Organization’s Innovation Award. The 
planning tool can be found online at www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/bikepedplan.  
 
The NRVMPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan project is one of many 
collaborative efforts between the Commission and MPO over the last five years.  
The framework of the next collaborative task is set to begin in January 2015, when 
the staff of the MPO and Commission will begin developing a Passenger Rail Study 
for the New River Valley.  The study was recently approved by the MPO Policy 
Board.  The project is anticipated to take 12 – 18 months, and the final products 
will include identifying potential demand, evaluate train stop locations, and impacts 
on the region.   
 
For additional information about either project, contact Kevin Byrd 
(kbyrd@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 212.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

• Planning Collaboration with the  
   New River Valley MPO 

• Transportation Program 

• Project Updates 

• NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

• Economic Indicators 

• The Competitive Edge 

 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING  
MEETINGS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, September 16th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 

Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, September 16th, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 

HOME Consortium 
Thursday, September 25th, 2:00 p.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, September 25th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, October 23rd, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 
 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/bikepedplan
mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
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Livability Initiative receives Outstanding Public Engagement Award 
 
The New River Valley Livability Initiative received the 2014 Outstanding Public Engagement Award from the Virginia 
Chapter of the American Planning Association. The three-year collaborative planning process engaged over 3,000 
residents of the region, hosted several hundred meetings to gain further insight on a future vision and published three 
reports documenting data, trends, projects and vision captured in a regional report, and sub-reports for housing and 
energy.  Public input shaped the direction and content for the reports which was collected through a multitude of means 
including a planning board game created for the region called, BUILT NRV; an interactive web-based survey called NRV 
Tomorrow, as well as paper surveys, a community priorities survey, public meetings, topic-specific working groups, focus 
groups and a month-long public comment period on the final reports.   The final reports can be found on the Commission’s 
website (www.nrvpdc.org); hard copies are also available by calling 540-639-9313.   

 
 
Transportation 
 
We’ve been counting!  The Commission has been working with the staff at the New River 
Trail State Park to test the new infrared trail counters.  So far, counters have captured user 
data along the New River Trail, between Hiwassee and Draper, and along the Dora Trail, 
near the intersection of the New River Trail.   
 
Although both segments are heavily used on the weekends, there is consistent usage during 
the week as well.  During this observation period, each trail segment averaged around 30 
users per day.  The count was considered positive, considering that both counters were 
located over 2-miles from the trailhead (more than a 4 mile round-trip).  
 
The Commission plans to continue testing the different mode settings on the counters into the 
fall.  The counters will be used in the coming months to support a Virginia Tech graduate 
student’s research of trail usage in the New River Valley.   
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, 
ext. 210.  

 

 
 

Local Technical Assistance 
 
Town of Narrows:  PDC staff assisted the Town Planning Commission and staff in identifying a tentative schedule for 
distribution of a citizen survey and holding community input meetings.  These activities are tentatively scheduled to get 
underway in September.         
 
Town of Pulaski: PDC staff assisted the Town Planning Commission and staff in finalizing a draft community survey and 
approach to community meetings.             
 
City of Radford: PDC staff are working with City Planning Commission members and staff to develop draft material for 
components of the plan update document.   
 

For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217. 

 

 

 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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July 24, 2014 Meeting 
CANCELLED 
 
August 28, 2014 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• The 2014 CEDS Consumer Version will be distributed at the 

meeting and available on the Commission website.   
• With staff support from the Commission, the NRV 

Development Corporation issued a loan through the 
regional revolving loan fund to Bootleg BBQ in Floyd.   

Transportation: 
• The NRVMPO Policy Board adopted the Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Master Plan at their August meeting.  The plan 
was developed by Commission staff under contract with the 
MPO. 

• The online mapping tool created for the NRVMPO 
Bike/Ped Master Plan with the purpose of assisting local 
governments in decision making for investments was 
selected by the National Association of Development 
Organizations (NADO) for an Innovation Award.   

• The NRVMPO approved $65,000 for a NRV Passenger 
Rail study to be completed by the Commission.  The project 
will commence in January, 2015 with an anticipated 
completion date of December, 2015.  This will be a high-
level study intended to demonstrate demand and evaluate 
station potential.  Further study will be needed on 
operations, capital needs and feasibility. 

Regional: 
• On behalf of the tourism offices in the counties of 

Montgomery, Pulaski, Giles and the City of Radford, the 
Commission submitted a grant to the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation to develop a Trail Guide for the New River 
Valley.  

• The VA Dept. of Housing and Community Development 
announced funding availability for their Building 
Collaborative Communities grant program.   

• In late July the Commission hosted the region’s second 
tourism discussion.  The group discussed the potential 
change in the Virginia Tourism Corporation marketing 
geography from Blue Ridge Highlands to Virginia’s 
Mountain region.  This topic is on the Commission agenda 
for further discussion. 

• The Appalachian Spring project will hold a meeting on 
September 15th, the purpose of the meeting will be to gain 
input regarding outdoor recreation assets in the region, 
determine needs that exist and establish ways to elevate 
awareness of the assets in the greater southwest Virginia 
region. 

PDC: 
• Brad Mecham’s last day with the Commission was 

August 13th.  We are currently advertising for a 
Community and Economic Development Planner to fill 
his position.   

• The Commission received the 2014 Outstanding Public 
Outreach award from the Virginia Chapter of the 
American Planning Association for the public 
engagement process for the NRV Livability Initiative.     
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board 
 
The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board has 
entered into a new program year (PY’14) effective July 1, 2014.  
Available funding for PY’14 will be approximately $3 million.  
Contracts for service delivery are in force and it is projected that 
approximately 1,000 customers will be served this year.  Focus 
continues to be on customizing services and training resources to 
meet the individual needs of customers.  The goal of all program 
activities is to provide necessary services and training support to 
enable customers to secure employment in career or growth 
occupations which pay a wage allowing the customer to achieve 
economic self-sufficiency.  The WIB also continues to pursue grant 
opportunities outside of the Workforce Investment Act.   
 
The Workforce Investment Act of 1998 was recently reauthorized 
with the passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
which will go into effect locally on July 1, 2015.  Local workforce 
areas are currently awaiting implementation regulations from the 
Department of Labor. 
 
The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently 
received $2,500 of Incentive Funds for exemplary performance in 
PY’12 by exceeding eight of the nine common measure areas of 
performance.   
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 
   

Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS) Consumer Version 
 

New River Valley Planning District 
Commission Staff developed a 
Consumer Version of this year’s 
Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy.  The Consumer Version 
highlights the top 10 projects 
identified by the CEDS Committee and 
New River Valley localities, describes 
the priorities of the region, and 
provides economic data for the 
region.  The intent of the Consumer 
Version is to provide a quick snapshot 
of the full CEDS that was submitted to 
the Economic Development 
Administration in June 2014.  To see 
the full version of the CEDS, visit 
www.nrvpdc.org/cedsinformation.html.   
 

 

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvpdc.org/cedsinformation.html
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Truck Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2014 2nd Qtr 2014 % Change

Floyd County 23 18 -21.7%
Giles County 16 24 50.0%
Montgomery County 78 80 2.6%
Pulaski County 37 54 45.9%
Radford City 13 10 -23.1%
Total 167 186 11.4%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

 

  Economic Indicators 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Try Transit 
 
RIDE Solutions encourages everyone to use transit whenever there is an opportunity to make a trip with a bus route nearby. 
Try Transit Week, a state-wide event, will run September 15-19. RIDE Solutions will be working with local transit to 
encourage residents and commuters to try at least one trip by bus during the week. As plans develop, information will be 
posted to the RIDE Solutions website (ridesolutions.org). Wondering how to find what bus could stand in for your car on a 
trip to the library or your commute to work, use the Google Transit widget on the RIDE Solutions home page to get started. 
All of the NRV’s transit system schedules and routes are included in the trip planning tool. 
 

 For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 209.  

Year Period
Average 

Establishments
Average 

Employement
Average 

Weekly Wage

2013 4th Quarter 3,917 67,381 $751
2013 3rd Quarter 3,940 66,855 $754
2013 2nd Quarter 3,932 67,747 $691
2013 1st Quarter 3,914 66,203 $708
2012 4th Quarter 4,025 66,831 $744

-108 550 $7
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

NRVPDC YEAR END ANALYSIS

Growth/Change

Employment and Wages 

The NRV’s 2013 employment and wage 
data shows an increase in average 
employment of 550 persons. The weekly 
wage increased ($7) while the number of 
establishments decreased (-108). 

 

New Vehicle Registrations 

Car registrations increased throughout the 
entire region between the 1st and 2nd 
quarters of 2014 with Radford City 
showing the largest increase (51).  Truck 
registrations decreased in most localities 
with Floyd County and Radford City 
showing small increases of registrations. 

Car Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2014 2nd Qtr 2014 % Change

Floyd County 79 83 5.1%
Giles County 82 109 32.9%
Montgomery County 419 469 11.9%
Pulaski County 150 216 44.0%
Radford City 39 90 130.8%
Total 769 967 25.7%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org
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WorkForce Unlimited has Expanded 
 
In 2012, The Prillaman Group, an affiliate of People 2.0 moved into the New River Valley Business 
Center as a way to begin the growth of a new staffing and recruiting agency in the New River Valley. 
The Business Center was the perfect place for a new business to begin.  In 2013, The Prillaman 
Group merged WorkForce Unlimited (an affiliate of WorkForce Carolina) a full service employment 
firm providing client solutions that include temporary, contract and direct hire servicing Virginia and 
the Carolinas. 
 
With 28 years in business, the team at WorkForce Unlimited has a mission to locate, recruit and 
place the best People That Fit! As a result, our local communities benefit from healthy businesses 
and citizens. WorkForce Carolina and WorkForce Unlimited share ownership and management staff 
which delivers an industry leading history and experience with 10 locations to meet staffing and 
recruiting needs.  
 
Since moving into the New River Valley Business Center, WorkForce Unlimited has experienced 
significant growth.  As a result they have hired additional employees and moved into a larger suite 
within the Business Center.  As Workforce Unlimited explored their options for office space in the 
New River Valley, they found the Business Center offered the most competitive rental rates which 
included utilities, internet, and conference rooms.    
 
It is exciting to observe companies such as WorkForce Unlimited continuing to grow and be 
successful in serving customers within the region.  For more information on WorkForce Unlimited, 
visit the company website at: http://wfunlimited.com/.   
 
For further information, please contact Doug Hudson (incubatormanager@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6730. 
 

 
Like the New River Valley Business Center on Facebook 

 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
http://wfunlimited.com/
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org


 

Upcoming Conferences/Learning Opportunities 
 

• Virginia Institute for Economic Development: Sept. 9-10, Staunton.  More info and 
registration at www.cpe.vt.edu/vied  
 

• Fall 2014 Virginia Association of Zoning Officials (VAZO) Training 
Conference:  Sept. 24-26, Roanoke.  More info and registration at www.vazo.org  
 

• 34 th Virginia Certified Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) Program:  Opening session: 
Sept. 26, Radford.  Closing session: Dec. 5, Radford.  More info and registration at 
www.planvirginia.com 

 

• Virginia Economic Developers Association (VEDA) 2014 Fall Conference: Oct. 7-9, 
Richmond.  More info and registration at www.goveda.org  

 

• 2014 Commonwealth Planning and Zoning Conference:  Oct. 12-14, 
Richmond.  More info and registration at www.planvirginia.com  

 

• Rural Planning Caucus of Virginia 2014 Annual Conference:  Oct. 15-17, Smith 
Mountain Lake.  More info and registration at www.rpcva.org  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Past-
Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Susie Journell 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East, Vice Chair 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Michael Turk 
· Helen Harvey 

Town of Rich Creek 
· William Kantsios 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko 
· Michael Sutphin 

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan,  
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 

To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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New River Valley News & Views 
November - December 2014 

 
 
 

The Inevitability of Cemetery Planning  
  

In March 2008, the Town of Christiansburg took ownership of Sunset Cemetery.    
Unlike the town boundaries, the cemetery boundary and landscape have 
essentially remained unchanged since 1891.  Over 15,000 graves exist on the 
34 acre property, but less than 25% of the property remains available for 
future dispositions.  At the current rate, Sunset Cemetery could reach capacity in 
less than 100 years.  
 
Early 2013, Town Council 
appointed a Cemetery 
Advisory Committee.  The 
initial task for the 
Committee was to 
prepare a long-range 
master plan for Sunset 
Cemetery, which the 
Commission was asked to 
assit in completing. The 
plan needed to 1) 
evaluate potential 
scenarios for the 
undeveloped sections of 
the cemetery, 2) identify 
improvements to the existing grounds, and 3) develop an action plan. 
 
Although the town understands the ongoing commitment that is required by 
citizens to maintain the grounds, a plan was needed to identify the potential 
longevity and commitment required.  If no action is taken, and business continues 
as usual, the cemetery has space for approximately 4,000 burials.  Once the 
cemetery reaches capacity, revenue generated from the sale of plots will no 
longer help to supplement the operational commitment from the town.  Through 
the planning process, the committee identified strategies to extend the useful life 
by more than three-fold and provide permanent disposition for over 20,000. 
 
One of the primary opportunities identified was to introduce columbarium 
options for cremains.  In 2009, 30% of Virginias chose cremation.  The 
Committee developed a strategy that will enable new sections for traditional 
burials while preserving space for columbariums, ash gardens, and potential 
future structures.  The Committee accepted the Master Plan on October 16, 
2014. 
  
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 210.  
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• Economic Indicators 
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UPCOMING  
MEETINGS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, November 18th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
 

Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, November 18th, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, November 20th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC - New River Room  
 
 
HOME Consortium 
Thursday, December 18th, 2:00 p.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
 

 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
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Transportation 
 

US Bike Route 76 is one of fourteen officially designated parent routes crossing 
through the United States.  The US Bike Route System was established in 1978 by 
AASHTO (American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials).   
The initial purpose of the system was to identify the most suitable roads for 
cycling, interconnecting the states.  In 1982, the first two routes of the system were 
established (USBR 1 & USBR 76), and remained the only two until 2011. 
 
In June 2014 the Virginia Bicycling Federation requested assistance from the New 
River Valley Planning District Commission to prepare a regional report on US 
Bicycle Route 76.  A team of local cyclists volunteered to assist with developing 
report content and data collection.  The primary goals of the report are three-
fold: 1) verify signage exists to guide cyclists, 2) determine if the existing signed 
route aligns with the latest Adventure Cycling map, and 3) review the existing 
roadway conditions and route selection.  
 
The final report identifies how the New River Valley compliments existing cyclist information with on-the-ground 
resources.  To view the report, visit www.nrvpdc.org.  The pdf report is available under transportation planning and 
an interactive mapping application is available under GIS.    
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210.  
 
 

Local Technical Assistance 
 

• Town of Narrows Comprehensive Plan Update: PDC staff assisted the Town’s Planning Commission and staff in 
facilitating citizen input meetings related to the plan update effort.  Presentations were also made to, and input 
received from, two classes at Narrows High School.  Next steps involve reviewing input about future needs (from 
survey and meetings) with the Planning Commission and beginning development of goals and objectives.        

 

• Town of Pulaski Comprehensive Plan Update: A community survey was distributed to Town water customers with 
the utility bill at the end of October.   

  
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217. 

 
Town of Pulaski Receives VML Achievement Award 
At the Virginia Municipal League Annual Conference, held in Roanoke in early October, the Town of Pulaski 
received the organization’s Achievement Award for the 5,000-10,000 population category.  The award recognized 
the Town’s extraordinary effort to bring about rebuilding of its historic train station, which was consumed by fire in 
2008, as well as construction of the Raymond F. Ratcliffe Memorial Transportation Museum.  Tremendous care and 
coordination with many partners and volunteers was involved in salvaging, cleaning, and curating objects damaged 
by the fire.  An additional challenge was added to this already tall order by the F-2 tornado which struck Pulaski 
on April 8, 2011.  Visitors to the museum are encouraged to check out the display board entitled “A Story of 
Resilience,” which describes how the community juggled rebuilding of the train station, restoration of museum 
contents, and damage from the tornado.  As noted in the Virginia Town & City article about the Town’s achievement, 
“The complexity of the project, including many hands – both volunteers and contractors alike – made its execution a 
significant challenge and its success all the more sweet.”   

 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board 
 
The Workforce Investment Act of 1998 was recently reauthorized with 
the passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
which will go into effect locally on July 1, 2015.  Local workforce 
areas are currently awaiting implementation regulations from the 
Department of Labor.  WIOA has made significant changes to service 
delivery for our Youth clients.  Greater emphasis is being placed on 
service to Out of School Youth.  WIOA requires that 75% of Youth 
funds expended be for services to this population. 20% of Youth funds 
will also be required to be expended on workplace activities such as 
Work Experience activities and Summer Work programs.  WIB staff 
are currently studying WIOA in an effort to become pro-active locally 
in its implementation. PY'15 WIOA funding is projected to be level 
with current PY'14 funding.  Current WIB membership composition will 
be changing slightly with the inclusion of representatives from 
Community Development and Apprenticeship programs.  WIB Directors 
across the State will be meeting to review WIOA requirements in an 
effort to make WIOA implementation recommendations to both the 
State and Department of Labor. 
  
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 

   

Pulaski County Housing Assessment Project 
 

Pulaski County is currently underway with planning efforts to research, 
prioritize, and select future target neighborhoods for housing 
rehabilitation.  After successful housing projects in the Baskerville 
Neighborhood and homes affected by the 2011 tornado, Pulaski 
hopes to create a prioritized list of areas with housing needs that it 
can address over time. The County will be looking at demographic 
components such as income, age of housing stock, and age of residents, 
in addition to conducting windshield surveys of housing repair needs.  
The County has a Planning Grant contract with the Department of 
Housing and Community Development in order to conduct this research, 
with the hope of submitting a full competitive housing rehabilitation 
grant in March of 2016. 

For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie 
(jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
September 25, 2014 Meeting 

Economic Development: 
• Floyd Innovation Center held a Ribbon Cutting on 9/22 to 

celebrate the opening of their multi-tenant economic 
development asset.    

Transportation: 
• In the spring the Commission purchased three trail counters 

to begin working with communities to collect data on trail 
usage.  There is a significant amount of interest in collecting 
this data across the region, so at an upcoming Rural 
Transportation Advisory Committee meeting the group will 
discuss a schedule of availability for the counters.   

Regional: 
• Following up on the Virginia Tourism Corporation (VTC) 

marketing geography name change to Mountain Region, 
the Commission will issue information packages to local 
governments in the region should they wish to submit a 
letter of support.  

• The Tri-County (Montgomery, Giles, and Pulaski) 
Agritourism project is in the final stages of a draft strategic 
plan.  

• The Commission is providing staff support for a grant that 
is exploring a local food program for a portion of the 
Prices Fork Elementary School Re-use. 

• The Appalachian Spring project held a meeting to discuss 
major outdoor recreation assets in the region and hosted 
an Outdoor Expo at Heartwood in Abingdon. 

PDC: 
• Janet McNew celebrated 15 years of service to the 

Commission in September. 
• Patrick O’Brien will fill the Economic and Community 

Development Planner position effective October 20th.    
 
October 23, 2014 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• The Commission was successful in a recent grant application 

to the Virginia Tourism Corporation – Marketing Leverage 
Program to develop a NRV Trail Guide. 

Transportation: 
• The VDOT Six-Year Improvement Plan public hearing for 

the Salem District was held10/21 at Northside High School.  
• The Commission is hosting the Commonwealth 

Transportation Board (CTB) members representing the 
Salem District on November 4th and coordinated meeting 
times with local governments in the region. 

• The next NRV Passenger Rail committee meeting is 
scheduled for November 12th. 

Regional: 
• An Aging in Place workshop was held 10/22 at the Event 

Center in Christiansburg. 
• Commission staff coordinated a New River Valley 

Geographic Information System (GIS) users group meeting 
on October 10th. 

• Smart Beginnings of the NRV will be hosting a Business 
Leaders breakfast meeting on November 12th at the Inn at 
VT from 7:30-9:00. 

• The Rural Center of Virginia is coordinating the Governor’s 
Summit on Rural Prosperity at the Hotel Roanoke November 
17-18.  
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

The PDC would like to introduce Patrick O’Brien. Patrick joined the PDC in 
October as a Community and Economic Development Planner. His duties include 
updating the NRV's Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
planning document, facilitating regional economic development projects, and 
providing technical assistance to economic developers and businesses in NRV 
communities.  
 

In his previous work with the Virginia Tech Office of Economic Development, 
Patrick worked on a variety of regional economic development projects around 
Virginia, with a focus on workforce development, technology commercialization, 
and entrepreneurship.  Patrick has experience in economic and labor market 
data analysis, grant writing to state and federal agencies, and coordinating 
regional partnerships and economic development initiatives.   
 
Patrick earned a Master's in Urban and Regional Planning from Virginia Tech, 
and a BA in English from James Madison University.  He enjoys hiking and 
camping, travel, books, and cult movies. Patrick can be reached at (540) 639-
9313, ext. 206 or pobrien@nrvpdc.org. 
 

mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:pobrien@nrvpdc.org
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  Economic Indicators 
 

 

 

 

 
` 

 
 

 

Floyd Innovation Center 
 
The Floyd EDA hosted a ribbon cutting for the Innovation Center September 
22, 2014. A large crowd turned out to help celebrate and recognize the 
hard work of those who made the building possible. Available tenant 
spaces range from 120 to 5,000 square feet with high-speed fiber, 
cleanroom facilities, and wet lab space. More information about the facility 
can be found at www.floydinnovationcenter.org. The facility was funded 
through grants from the US Economic Development Administration, 
Appalachian Regional Commission, and the Tobacco Commission with 
investment by the local EDA.  
 

 For further information, please contact Christy Straight 
(cstraight@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 209.  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Taxable Sales 

The dollar amount of 
taxable sales 
increased throughout 
all of the NRV 
jurisdictions between 
the 1st and 2nd 
quarters of 2014. 
Montgomery County 
showed the largest 
increase 
($10,319,751) and 
Radford City showed 
the smallest increase 
($726,229). 

TAXABLE SALES

2014 2014
Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr
Floyd County 14,353,776 17,500,858

Giles County 33,249,619 35,928,569

Montgomery County 235,131,237 245,450,988

Pulaski County 78,579,631 86,723,191

Radford City 19,231,462 19,957,691
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.

http://www.floydinnovationcenter.org/
mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org
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Service Master has expanded 
 
Service Master recently moved to a larger office within the NRV Business Center with 
plans to also expand their current bay storage.  Service Master has been a tenant of the 
Business Center since 2005 and has grown to a staff of 50 servicing over 75 accounts.   
 
Service Master provides a range of commercial services including green cleaning, 
janitorial services, educational and healthcare cleaning, commercial carpet cleaning and 
hard surface floor care.  Visit www.servicemasterclean.com for more information.   
 
ServiceMaster Clean professionals are part of the ServiceMaster Family of Brands, one 
of the world’s largest and most versatile service networks with locations in the U.S. and 
Canada as well as 40 countries around the world. Each year, the ServiceMaster family 
of brands serves 10.5 million homes and businesses in the United States with 
residential and commercial cleaning and disaster restoration. 
 
It is exciting to observe companies such as Service Master continuing to grow and be 
successful in serving customers within the region.  For more information on Service 
Master, visit the company website at: www.servicemasterclean.com or call 540-381-
0757.  
 
 
 
For further information on the New River Valley Business Center, please contact Doug 
Hudson (incubatormanager@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6730. 
 

 
Like the New River Valley Business Center on Facebook 

 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
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Virginia 2013 Tourism Figures Released 
 

In September, the Governor’s Office announced that spending by tourists in Virginia 
reached $21.5 billion in 2013, an increase of 1.4% over 2012.  Three jurisdictions in 
the New River Valley (NRV) saw an increase in domestic traveler spending in 2013 vs. 
2012, while two jurisdictions experienced small decreases of less than 1%.  The NRV 
region saw an increase of 1.4% in 2013 vs. 2012.  Changes in spending by 
locality/region:    
 

• Floyd County:  -0.6% 
• Giles County:  2.2% 
• Montgomery County:  2.5% 
• Pulaski County:  -0.4% 
• City of Radford:  0.4% 
• NRV Region:  1.4% 

 
For more information on the economic impact of tourism in Virginia, please use the 
following link:  www.vatc.org/research/economicimpact/.  
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