
     

    New Production Facility Coming to Floyd County 
A new kind of business center is on the horizon for Floyd County. The “Innovation 
Center” (its working title) will be designed to host multiple tenants engaged in 
industries such as high-performance and biotechnology manufacturing and is expected 
to be operational by mid-year 2014.  

The center will be paid for through several grants awarded to Floyd County’s 
Economic Development Authority (EDA). Funding has been received from the Virginia 
Tobacco Indemnification and Revitalization Commission, the US Economic Development 
Administration, and the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC). On October 25th, 
Earl Gohl, Co-Chairman of ARC visited Floyd County and presented the EDA a check 
for ARC’s funding – $369,000 – bringing the total investment in the project to $2.3 
million.  

These grants will 
fund design and 
construction of a 
building that will 
provide several 
tenant spaces 
suitable for clean 
room production 
and energy-
efficient features 
for sustainable 
operation of the 
facility.  The 
building will be 
14,000 square feet 
on five acres in the 
Floyd Regional 
Commerce Center. 

The project is now moving into the design phase: Wiley|Wilson of Lynchburg, 
Virginia, was  selected to design the building. The firm was selected through a 
competitive process from a pool of 12 proposals submitted to the Floyd County EDA. 

“This facility will appeal to entrepreneurs looking for a place that can handle their 
need for clean room-compatible space. We think they’ll find real value in Floyd 
County – the opportunity to grow with access to a skilled workforce. They’ll also get 
the benefit of the Floyd County rural lifestyle with access to the R&D environment of 
nearby major research universities,” according to Floyd County Economic Development 
Director, Lydeana Martin. 

The building will be owned and operated by the Floyd County EDA. BC Genesis – a 
local biomedical firm in temporary facilities at the Jacksonville Center annex – will be 
the building’s first tenant. Leasing is now available for three or four more tenants in 
approximately 10,000 square feet of remaining space in the center. 

PDC staff is working with the project management team and providing grant 
administration for the project. For further information, please contact Christy Straight 
(cstraight@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 209.  
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Livability Initiative 
 

Integrated Working Group Update: 
On October 2nd, the Livability Initiative working groups came together to begin the work of 
identifying the intersections between the important issues each had delved into over the past year.  
The key findings and preliminary goals, objectives, and strategies from each working group were 
shared and discussed.  Participants identified overlapping themes, intersections between goal areas, 
and identified which driving forces were likely to have a substantial impact on quality of life, 
economic vitality, and environmental quality in the years ahead.   
 
Scenario Development:  The Livability Initiative is now beginning its second major phase, scenario 
planning, in which citizens will be asked to consider different possible future scenarios for the region.  
Scenario planning typically involves a “base” scenario and a handful of “alternative” scenarios.  The 
base scenario describes what the NRV will most likely look like 20 years from today if current trends 
continue.  Livability Initiative staff and partners are working to integrate the data, goals, and citizen 
feedback to establish these base and alternative scenarios – to lay out what the NRV could look like 
in the future if citizens, local governments, and the private sector decide to target efforts and 
investments in one direction or another.  Scenario planning will enable citizens and local decision-
makers to: 
 Recognize complementary and competing goals 
 Compare different future scenarios to see if one achieves goals better than another 
 Understand the long-term impacts of the choices made today – to quality of life, to economic 

vitality, to the natural environment, and to town and county budgets 
 

Outreach Update: 
After participating in some of the Livability Initiative’s outreach efforts, staff 
and student leaders heading up Virginia Tech’s Week of Engagement decided 
to focus the week around the question “What is Livability in the NRV?”  During 
the Week of Engagement, October 22-26, 2012, six separate experiential 
events were held for VT students to explore issues being examined within this 
planning effort.   
 
As a part of the scenario planning effort, a pre-scenarios community survey will 
be launched in the coming weeks.  Responses will help narrow the focus on the 
multiple goals developed by each working group so the emerging scenarios 
truly reflect citizen priorities and concerns.   
 
For further information, contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) at 540-
639-9313 ext. 202 or Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org) at 540-639-9313, 
ext. 222. 

HOME Consortium 
The HOME Consortium is currently working with Floyd County on its first HOME-
funded housing project. In addition to HOME funds, the County will be applying 
for a Comprehensive Community Development grant through the Department of 
Housing and Community Development. 
 
The Newtown Neighborhood sits on the northeastern part of Town limits and is 
bounded by Newtown Road, Needmore Lane, Randolphs Lane, and Harris Hart 
Road.  This predominantly lower income, working class neighborhood was 
identified because of the serious level of residential building deficiencies, the 
transitional nature of portions of the neighborhood, its high profile on the edge of 
Floyd, non-conforming uses, and infrastructure deficiencies. The County will submit 
its CDBG funding application in March of 2013, which will focus on housing and 
infrastructure needs. For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie 
(jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 

The PDC would like to say 
farewell and good luck to 
Tommi Godwin. Tommi’s 
last day with the 
Commission was on 
November 30, 2012. She 
accepted a planning 
position in Stillwater, 
Minnesota and will serve as 
an Associate Planner with 
the Washington County 
Department of Public 
Health and Environment.  
We wish her the best in all 
of her future endeavors 
and appreciate her 
dedicated service to the 
Commission and the region. 



 

 
 
October 2012 Meeting - Cancelled 
Annual Dinner held October 25, 2012 
 
November 29, 2012 Meeting 
Transportation: 
 The Department of Rail and Public Transit is 

conducting a study of a formula for 
distribution of transit funding; this was 
directed by the General Assembly when they 
passed Senate Joint Resolution 297. 

 PDC staff is providing support to develop 
travel plans for a Safe Routes to School 
program for three schools in the region. 
 

Economic Development: 
 Floyd County received a grant award of 

$369,000 from the Appalachian Regional 
Commission to construct a multi-tenant 
Innovation Center at the County industrial park.
PDC staff is serving as grant administrator for 
the Innovation Center project.     

 

Regional: 
 The PDC stormwater program development 

application submitted to the Department of 
Conservation and Recreation was selected for 
funding.  Funding award was 60% less than 
requested.  General Assembly needs to review 
funding for the program so local governments 
have enough resources to take over the 
stormwater program from the state.  The NRV 
project will begin in December with the first 
project milestone coming in April.  The second 
and final project milestone will be 12 months 
later. 

 PDC hosted a Rural Caucus Legislative meeting 
on November 7th.  It was well attended with 
representatives from local governments, 
universities, workforce development, public 
schools, private sector and three General 
Assembly members.   

 

PDC: 
 REMINDER: the PDC asked for an item 

from each local government/university 
member of the Commission that reflects 
their unique character and assets.  The 
item will be displayed in the PDC office 
lobby.  So far we have items from VT, RU, 
Pearisburg, Narrows, Pulaski County, and 
the Town of Floyd. 
 

 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE AT WWW.NRVPDC.ORG. 
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New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board  
 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board has started its five 
year strategic planning process with the signed strategic plan due to the state 
by April 15, 2013.  Various focus groups of local stakeholders will be held 
throughout the New River Valley and Mount Rogers area to solicit input into the 
strategic planning process.  Additionally, in order to properly plan for future 
workforce needs, the WIB in conjunction with the chief local elected officials, is 
developing a skills gap survey to be conducted in early 2013 to determine 
skill sets required by area employers to meet job requirements and the skill 
sets possessed by the local workforce.  Once the skills gaps have been 
identified, initiatives will be implemented to close the skills gap.  This will 
enable the current workforce to be trained in the necessary skill sets to better 
meet the workforce needs of local employers and to meet workforce needs of 
employers being recruited to this area.  Career Pathways will also be a key 
focus of the local strategic plan. 
 
Final PY’11 performance data was recently released and the NR/MR WIB was 
one of only two workforce areas out of 15 workforce areas to exceed all nine 
federal common measures performance standards in addition to two 
additional performance standards required by the Virginia Workforce Council.  
Program operators in this area did an excellent job serving customers and 
achieving excellent performance outcomes.  For further information, please 
contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 
 

Comprehensive Economic Development                       
Strategy 
This year’s update of the New River Valley Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) is underway.  As part of gathering data for the 
Livability Initiative and the CEDS, the NRVPDC worked with the Southern Rural 
Development Center at Mississippi State University to analyze the strengths of 
different industries within the region.  This data was presented to a gathering 
of NRV economic developers and to the CEDS Committee at separate meetings 
in early November.  This data is being used to project what the NRV economy 
will look like in 10 years while understanding where our economy is today.   
 
With this evaluation of the region’s economy, the CEDS can become more 
strategic and focused while identifying projects that will be of most benefit to 
the region.  For further information on CEDS, please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206.  
 
   

Local Technical Assistance - providing technical assistance to the following:  
 Town of Narrows Planning Commission and staff in updating the Town’s Zoning 

Ordinance.  
 Town of Pearisburg Planning Commission and staff in updating the Town’s 

Comprehensive Plan.  
 Pulaski County Planning Commission and staff in updating the County’s Zoning 

Ordinance.   
For further information, contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org),                   
540-639-9313, ext.217  

 
 

NRVPDC Meeting 
Summary 
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  Economic Indicators 

  

Transportation    
 Chapter 729 – Local/State Plan and Program Coordination 

o Changes to §15.2-2223 
o Robert Hofrichter, Assistant Administrator of Transportation and Mobility 

Planning Division presented at November 13th TAC meeting. 
o Optional transportation plan elements of local comprehensive plans made 

mandatory. 
 Include significant new, expanded, or relocated roadways 

o Transportation component must be consistent with: 
 VTrans (Statewide Transportation Plan) 
 Six-Year Improvement Program (SYIP) 

o Means that VTrans and SYIP recommendations/projects be shown in local 
comprehensive plans. 

o If projects are no longer wanted and preliminary engineering, right-of-way, or 
construction funds have been spent – Commonwealth Transportation Board may 
request reimbursement from local government(s). 

o Inform Michael Gray or David Clarke prior to January 1, 2013 when your 
locality intends on updating the comprehensive plan. 

 Can be very general (i.e. Fall 2014) 
 SAFETEA-LU vs. MAP-21 = Bicycle/pedestrian programs cut by over $6M 

o SAFETEA-LU (FY2009) 
 Recreational Trails = $1,527,161 
 Safe Routes to Schools = $4,290,965 
 Enhancement = $22,263,540 

o MAP-21 (FY14 Projected) 
 Recreational Trails = $1,500,000 
 Transportation Alternatives = $20,400,000 
 Safe Routes = Transportation Alternatives 
 Enhancement = Transportation Alternatives 

 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 210. 
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NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Bob Nicholson 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Richard Alvarez 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Jan Gilbertson, Communications Manager 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 

  

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

                                   HealthyNRV 
The HealthyNRV team completed the first year of the two-year 
HealthyNRV project in October.  The project includes youth digital 
storytelling – short video productions – about local health needs and 
assets, as well as analysis and sharing of regional community health 
data.  

Youth teams in Pulaski and Narrows are working within their 
communities to improve health in schools and local recreational 
programming.  In Narrows, the youth ambassadors have developed a 
fruit and vegetable “stand” that is available during lunch periods 
several days a month sharing information and healthy food choices 
with students and faculty.  The Pulaski Community Partners Coalition 
published a newspaper insert highlighting the costs of substance abuse 
to individuals, families and local governments. The Shawsville based 
youth added a component to the community’s annual Harvest 
Celebration, provided a Healthy Harvest Fair which highlighted 
healthy food choices, exercise and healthy relationships. 

Second year collaboration between NRVPDC and the Institute for 
Policy and Governance (IPG) at Virginia Tech includes adding a 
Floyd-based youth ambassador team to the project.  Each youth  
and community partner team is currently working on the next round of 
digital stories to share with their local communities.  For more 
information on current HealthyNRV, please contact Tommi Godwin 
(tgodwin@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 205 or Holly Lesko 
(hlesko@vt.edu), 540-231-6775. 
 
 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  

Giles Film Office 
 Takes Center Stage 

 
Many in the region have heard 
about the feature film adaptation 
of the David Baldacci novel, “Wish 
You Well,” which recently wrapped 
up on-location filming in Giles 
County.  Most people are not 
aware of the work of a dedicated 
team of volunteers coordinated 
through the Giles Film Office.  The 
Giles Film Office assists the 
production company on the 
community level by connecting them 
with the local services that they 
require for their film project and 
helps to secure filming locations 
and arrange accommodations for 
film crews. Giles County 
Administration staff give credit for 
the Film Office’s successes to 
Dianne and Brogan Dinger who 
volunteer their time to staff the Film 
Office.   For more information, visit 
www.gilescounty.org/Giles-Film-
Office.    While filming of movies 
helps boost local businesses during 
on-site production, it is expected 
that the longer term impact of these 
projects will lead to increased 
interest in Giles County as a tourism 
destination.   
 

mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org
mailto:tgodwin@nrvpdc.org
mailto:hlesko@vt.edu
mailto:nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  December 2012 – January 2013 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

 
Barrel Cave Wines Launches Website for Retail Sale of Wines from Around the 
World 
 
Barrel Cave Wines recently joined the New River Valley 
Business Center and has been busy getting licensed and 
building their website for the retail sale of wines from around 
the world.  Their website was recently launched and can be 
found at www.barrelcavewines.com. 
 
To learn a little more about the new business within the NRV 
Business Center, here is an excerpt from Barrel Cave Wines’ homepage of their new 
website: 
 
“Welcome to the Barrel Cave Family!  You are entering a world of wines where we 
embrace a “Heritage Wine Concept.” We understand that just as everyone’s heritage is 
different, every wine is unique. 
 
Come on in and let us know how we can help as you explore the world of wines. Our 
goal is to personalize your experience of these wines. Enjoy them. Share them! 
Celebrate life with a great bottle of wine.” 
 
Their wines come from different countries from around the world and include:  Spain, 
Italy, France, South Africa, the United States and more.  After launching the website in 
November and obtaining the necessary license, Barrel Cave Wines has sent its first 
shipment to New York City.  The New River Valley Development Corporation is pleased 
that Barrel Cave Wines chose to locate within the New River Valley Business Center 
and looks forward to seeing their growth alongside the other businesses within the 
Business Center.   
 
 
NRV Business Center Tenant Highlight 
 
Congratulations to TPG Staffing, a division of The Prillaman Group Inc., for adding a 
new part-time employee to their team at the Business Center! 
 
 
 

For Business Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  



 

 
    Livability Initiative 

 
Outreach and Citizen Feedback Update:  
In December, the New River Valley Livability Initiative conducted a Community Priorities 
Survey.  The survey sought citizen feedback on the proposed goals developed from public 
input during earlier phases of outreach and a set of topic area goals that resulted from a 
year’s worth of research and discussion on the part of the Livability Initiative’s seven 
working groups.  The purpose of this survey was to better understand how citizens in the 
New River Valley Region would prioritize the draft goals identified to date.  The results of 
this survey will be used to better focus scenario and strategy development over the next 
six months. 

 
There were 465 completed surveys and 192 partial responses received.  The survey 
obtained a proportional sample of responses based on the region’s total population, using 
respondent zip codes as the mechanism for ensuring proportional representation.  By 
doing so, there is better understanding of which priorities are common across the region 
and which ones differ by locality. 

 
In the survey, respondents were asked to indicate how much emphasis they would place on 
the 6-8 goals listed for each topic area: arts & culture, community health, economic 
development, energy, housing, natural resources, and transportation.  Options included 
"not a priority", "low priority", "medium priority", "high priority", and "essential priority", 
with a score of 1-5 assigned to each, respectively.  Respondents were then asked to select 
their top three goals for each topic area, although the top three were not ranked. The 
snapshot below and on page five (from the energy section), show the responses, proposed 
goals, and analysis by locality.  A more detailed report of results is available on the 
Livability Initiative website: www.nrvlivability.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

      
* Continued on page 5   
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Thursday, February 28th, 6:00 p.m.   
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Transportation  
 

• 2012 Governor’s Transportation Conference 
o By 2017, Virginia will not be able to match Federal Allocations for transportation because of increasing maintenance costs 
o Since 2002, approximately $330M has been transferred from the construction program into maintenance 
o Virginia’s 17.5 cent gas tax hasn’t increased since 1986 
o Motor Fuels Tax used to contribute a substantially higher portion of transportation revenue (see graph below) 
o A recent report indicated that Virginia needed an additional $1B annually to support growing infrastructure needs 
o December 5, 2012, Governor announced he is seeking a minimum of $500M (annually) in new transportation funding 

 

• Governor McDonnell’s Transportation Proposal 
o Announced January 8, 2013 
o Replaces the 17.5 cents/gallon tax on gasoline with a 0.8% sales tax 
o Generate over $3.1B in additional funding over the next 5 years 
o 4.175 cents of the 5.8 cent sales tax would be dedicated towards transportation 

 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pulaski Adult Daycare & Fall Prevention Center 
 

The PDC is working with Pulaski County on a Community Development Block Grant application for an adult daycare facility.  A 
dedicated non-profit group approached the County about applying for a grant through the Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) in order to create a facility that provides a holistic approach to caring for disabled adults and 
their caregivers.  In addition, the Center will have an in-house Fall Prevention Clinic offering evidence-based fall prevention 
assessments and intervention plans targeted to each person’s individual risk factors.   
 
Census data projects that by 2030, every age demographic in Pulaski County will decrease except for its 65 and older 
population, meaning almost one in four Pulaski County residents will be 65 years or older.  Based on this data and the 
overwhelmingly positive results from the local needs assessment conducted, the County realizes this service is much needed for 
Pulaski County residents.  No adult daycare facilities exist in the County; the closest facilities are located in Blacksburg, Wytheville, 
and Pearisburg.  The application is due to the State by March 27, 2013 and grant awards will be announced in early summer. 
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 

mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org


 

 
 
December 2012 Meeting - Cancelled 

 
January 24, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• All four travel plans the PDC staff provided 

support to develop for Safe Routes to School in 
the region received invitations from VDOT to 
apply for funding.  

• PDC staff coordinated a day of meetings with 
the Salem District Commonwealth Transportation 
Board Member, Mr. Dana Martin. 

• Giles County and Pearisburg received funding 
to improve two boat ramps.  PDC staff worked 
with the two communities to prepare the 
applications.   

 

Housing: 
• The PDC is partnering with the Town of 

Blacksburg to provide project management for 
the New Town CDBG planning grant in Floyd 
County.    

Regional: 
• A memorandum was sent to all local governments 

inquiring about technical assistance projects for 
FY14.  Responses should be submitted by March 
1st. 

• The NRV Livability Initiative recently completed a 
Community Priority Survey. 

• The Planning Commissions for Montgomery 
County, Blacksburg and Christiansburg met on 
January 16th, PDC staff provided an update on 
the NRV Livability Initiative and facilitated a 
BUILT NRV planning game with the group.   

• The PDC is considering submitting a Letter of 
Intent to a grant program offered through the 
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities. Focus 
for the program is education on home 
construction that allows people to “age in place” 
through home design or retrofits.      

• The NRV Stormwater Program Development 
project kicked-off in December.  PDC staff is 
working with all participating jurisdictions on 
staffing plans in January/February.   

• NRV Tourism Website Committee is scheduled to 
meet 2/5 at 2:00 at the PDC to review site 
statistics and discuss the future of the site. 

 

PDC: 
• The VAPDC Winter Conference was held in 

conjunction with VML/VACo legislative day in 
Richmond 1/31-2/1.   
 

 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 
AT WWW.NRVPDC.ORG. 
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New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board  
 

 
The failure of federal leaders to reach a debt reduction agreement by 
December 31, 2012, as well as the two-month extension that has been 
approved greatly complicates future funding for Workforce Investment Act 
programs.  Great uncertainty as to funding levels for PY’13 (July 1, 2013 
– June 30, 2014) make operations and budgeting very difficult.  Efforts 
are ongoing to maximize carry over levels for July 1, 2013 which will 
allow for uninterrupted service delivery for several months even if funds 
are drastically reduced.  Additionally, several WIA reauthorization bills 
have been presented in both the House and Senate.  While no specific bill 
has been approved, the overall consensus is that WIA reauthorization will 
occur in 2013 or 2014. 
 
Currently activity is very brisk in LWIA 2 with requests for services 
increasing weekly.  Several plants have had large layoffs or have closed 
displacing hundreds of workers.  The WIB is preparing to submit a request 
to the State for Rapid Response funding to meet this increased demand for 
WIB services.    
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org), 
540-633-6764. 
 
 
 

New River Valley to Compete for 
VDOT Safe Routes to School Funding 
 
The New River Valley Planning District Commission has been working with 
local governments and schools on four Safe Routes to School (SRTS) grants.  
The first step in the process is the submission of a School Travel Plan (STP) 
that outlines infrastructure (i.e., sidewalks, crosswalk improvements, etc.) 
and non-infrastructure strategies that would provide for a safer 
environment to walk or bike to school.  All four STPs have been approved.  
The four plans are for Auburn Elementary/Middle Schools in Montgomery 
County, Belview Elementary School in Montgomery County, Christiansburg 
Primary/Elementary Schools in Christiansburg, and Macy McClaugherty 
Elementary/Middle School in the Town of Pearisburg.  Since the approval 
of the STPs, the PDC is working with the schools and corresponding local 
governments on the grant applications.  VDOT SRTS infrastructure awards 
can be used for up to three projects and a total of $500,000.  The SRTS 
program will continue and now requires an 80/20 local match.   
 
For further information, please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206 or Elijah Sharp 
(esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210. 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Meeting Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org


 

Car Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2012 2nd Qtr 2012 % Change

Floyd County 83 75 -9.6%
Giles County 112 117 4.5%
Montgomery County 529 558 5.5%
Pulaski County 203 223 9.9%
Radford City 78 83 6.4%
Total 1,005 1,056 5.1%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

Truck Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2012 2nd Qtr 2012 % Change

Floyd County 18 15 -16.7%
Giles County 24 24 0.0%
Montgomery County 82 91 11.0%
Pulaski County 44 34 -22.7%
Radford City 13 10 -23.1%
Total 181 174 -3.9%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.
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Economic Indicators 
Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 2nd quarter employment and wage data for 2011 and 2012 shows an 
increase in average employment of 1,469 (2.2%) persons. The weekly wage 
increased ($13) and the number of establishments increased (84 or 2.1%). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Vehicle Registrations 
Car registrations increased throughout most of the District between the 1st and 
2nd quarters of 2012 with Floyd County showing the only decrease (8). Truck 
registrations decreased in most localities with Montgomery County showing the 
only increase of nine registrations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

Year Period
Average 

Establishments
Average 

Employment
Average Weekly 

Wage

2012 2nd Qtr. 4,018 67,111 $679 

2012 1st Qtr. 4,007 65,519 $713 

2011 4th Qtr. 4,001 66,110 $717 

2011 3rd Qtr. 3,954 65,345 $739 

2011 2nd Qtr. 3,934 65,642 $666 
84 1,469 $13 

Source: Virginia Workforce Connection: Labor Market Statistics,

                  Covered Employment and Wages Program.

Growth/Change

Local Technical 
Assistance 

  
• Town of Pearisburg Comprehensive Plan 

Update: The Town of Pearisburg held a 
public input session on the evening of 
January 28th. The purpose of the session 
was to gain insight from citizens on 
community issues and help shape the 
foundation of the plan. Specifically, input 
was sought concerning goals and 
objectives for the updated plan. PDC 
staff is assisting the Town’s Planning 
Commission and staff with the update 
process.    

   
• Town of Narrows Zoning Ordinance 

Update: PDC staff is continuing to assist 
the Town’s Planning Commission and staff 
in reviewing the existing ordinance to 
identify and draft potential changes. 

 
• Pulaski County Zoning Ordinance Update: 

PDC staff is continuing to assist the 
County’s Planning Commission and staff in 
reviewing the zoning ordinance to identify 
and draft potential changes, with a 
current focus on the sign regulations.   

 
For further information, please contact 
Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 217.   
 

 

RIDE Solutions: Call for Great Ideas to 
Celebrate Clean Commuting 

Every year, RIDE Solutions runs a Clean Commute 
campaign to encourage commuters to use a cleaner 
commute mode – biking, walking, riding the bus, 
carpooling – on one or more Fridays in May. We’re 
already planning events for Clean Commute month in 
May and Bike Month in April. Last year residents 
around the NRV celebrated with the annual Fix Fest, 
bike rides, and competitive commute challenges. In the 
next few months we’ll be posting events on the RIDE 
Solutions website. If you have events you’d like posted, 
let us know. If you’d like to help with the planning or 
partner on events in your community, get in touch and 
let’s see how we can work together to encourage 
healthy and sustainable transportation options in the 
New River Valley.  For further information, please 
contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 209.   

 

 

mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org
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NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Bob Nicholson 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Richard Alvarez 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Jan Gilbertson, Communications Manager 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 

  

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

Continued from Page 1 
 
Proposed Energy Goals: 
Energy Reliability: Power outages and other energy disruptions are minimized. 
 
Efficiency & Conservation: Energy use (and therefore cost) is reduced in households, businesses, 
institutions and municipalities through efficiency and conservation. 
 
Environmental Stewardship: Negative impacts of energy production and consumption (air and water 
pollution, transportation costs, land consumption, etc.) are reduced. 
 
Transportation Options & Efficiency: Expanded and/or improved transportation choices reduce 
household expenses and improve air quality. 
 
Renewable & Alternative Energy: Renewable and alternative energy use continues to expand in the 
New River Valley. 
 
Public Policy – Local/Renewable Energy: State, regional and local leaders are working together to 
create policies that support renewable energy, such as solar, wind, geothermal and biomass. 
 
Public Policy – Traditional Energy: State, regional and local leaders are working together to create 
policies that support traditional energy sources, such as coal and natural gas. 
 
For further information, contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) at 540-639-9313 ext. 202 or 
Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org) at 540-639-9313, ext. 222. 
 
 New River Valley 

Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 

Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  

mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org
mailto:kthurlow@nrvpdc.org
mailto:cdavis@nrvpdc.org
mailto:nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  February – March 2013 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

Tips for Starting a Business in Virginia 
 
Paul “Bear” Bryant, six-time national champion coach of the University of Alabama Crimson Tide, is 
famously quoted as saying, “It’s not the will to win that matters.  Everyone has that.  It’s the will to prepare 
to win that matters”.  Winning in business is a difficult task, especially in the recent economic past.  Many 
entrepreneurs go into business with the best of intentions only to shortly close their doors.  Whatever the 
reason, there are some basic steps in preparing to open your doors and get your business started on the 
right foot. 
 
There are various state and local requirements and regulations that businesses must meet.  Virginia.gov 
offers a friendly tool called the “Business One Stop”.  This tool can be used by those who are planning to 
start a business in Virginia.  The Business One Stop offers five steps when considering launching a 
business. 
 
1) Choose a structure as each offers benefits and limitations.  

• Sole Proprietorship, Limited Liability Company, General Partnership,  
C-Corporation, S-Corporation  

• Do your research  
 
2) Register your business and its name with the State Corporation Commission. 
 
3) Get your federal and state tax numbers. 
 
4) Obtain licenses and permits. 

• Work with city/town/county’s Commission of Revenue or Department of Finance 
 as well as the Zoning Office to meet local licensing and permitting requirements.  

• Virginia’s Business One Stop's online registration tool can take care of  
many of these professional, occupational, specialty and local business  
licenses quickly online.  
 

5) Open your doors. 
 
Using the Virginia.gov “Business One Stop” is a good resource when considering starting a business.  
There are various resources in Virginia and locally that can be a help.  Utilize these resources as you plan 
the success of your business. 

 

New River Valley Job Fair Expo 
 

The New River Valley Job Fair is on March 27th at New River Community 
College from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  The Job Fair Expo will be held in 
Edwards Hall, Room 117.  Information for job seekers and employers, as 
well as registration information, can be found at www.nr.edu/nrvjobfairexpo/.  
 
 
 

For Business Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

http://www.nr.edu/nrvjobfairexpo/
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html


 

 

 
Is There a Skills Gap? This Study Aims to 
Uncover the Figures – And the Facts. 

One of the key workforce data needs of the region is whether our workers’ skills match 
the needs of employers.  In order to discover this data, the New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Area Consortium Board and the New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board have contracted with Virginia Tech’s Office of Economic 
Development (OED) to perform a Skills Gap Analysis.  The service region includes the New 
River Valley and Mount Rogers Planning Districts.  The regional study collects the data 
necessary to develop a skills development “Talent Pipeline” approach to future workforce 
training and resource allocation for the region.  The study engages both public agencies 
and private businesses to identify appropriate strategies for all communities in the region.  
 
The study started in January, and will continue until September 2013. The study includes:  
• Collection and analysis of public and private data  
• Engagement of economic developers and business/industry leaders through 

surveys and interviews, identifying regional industry trends and how they impact 
current and future workforce skill needs  

• Engagement of regional workforce development stakeholders, including 
educators from pre-school to post graduate levels, to identify and catalog 
existing workforce development resources and initiatives  

• Research “best practices” programs in workforce development in Virginia and 
nationwide to provide examples specific to addressing skills development needs 

• Engagement of all regional stakeholders to develop an “implementation plan” to 
pursue strategies to improve regional initiatives to address workforce skills gaps   
 

The implementation plan will have regional strategies as well as more localized strategies.   

For more information about the Skills Gap Analysis please contact:  Marty Holliday,  
New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Area at 540-633-6764 or 
mholliday@nrvdc.org, Whitney Bonham, VT OED wbonh06@vt.edu, 540-231-8891 or 
Patrick O’Brien, VT OED, pjobrien@vt.edu, 540-231-8324. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

  

      

  

      

  

      

  

      

  

New River Valley News & Views 
April – May 2013 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

• Skills Gap Survey Analysis 

• Transportation Program 

• Project Updates 

• Livability Initiative 

• NRVPDC Meeting Summaries 

• The Competitive Edge 

 

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS 

 

 

Safe Routes to School Workshop 
Wednesday, April 17th, 10:00 a.m.   
NRVBC – New River Room   
 
PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, April 25th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC – New River Room  
 
Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, May 21st, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC- Conference Room 
 
Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, May 21st, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 
PDC Commission Meeting 
Thursday, May 23rd, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC – New River Room  
 
 

 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

mailto:mholliday@nrvdc.org
mailto:wbonh06@vt.edu
mailto:pjobrien@vt.edu
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc


 

  

       P a g e  | 2 
 

Transportation  
 
• The PDC is working with the NRV Metropolitan Planning 

Organization to develop a Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan 
o 2 year MPO-area project (see boundary map) 
o Work closely with local stakeholders in Blacksburg, 

Christiansburg, Radford, Montgomery, and Pulaski 
o Process led by MPO working committee – initial 

project undertaking includes: 
 Identifying Activity Characteristics: common 

destinations, dense residential, households 
without a vehicle or driver’s license, etc. 
 Identifying Behavioral Characteristics: where 

people are currently walking and biking, 
patterns in route selection, accessibility, etc. 
 Identifying linkages and methodology for 

evaluating local priorities 
o For additional information visit: 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/  
 

For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp 
(esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210. 
 
 
 

 

HOME Consortium  
The HOME Consortium is currently working with Floyd County on its first HOME-
funded housing project. In addition to HOME funds, the County will be applying for 
$1.4 million in Community Development Block Grant funding through the Department 
of Housing and Community Development. 
 
The New Town Neighborhood sits on the northeastern part of town limits and is 
bounded by Newtown Road, Needmore Lane, Randolph Lane, and Harris Hart Road.  
This predominantly lower income, working class neighborhood was identified 
because of the serious level of housing and infrastructure deficiencies.  Floyd is 
proposing to improve the New Town Neighborhood by:  rehabilitating 12 owner-
occupied homes;  rehabilitating three renter-occupied homes;  substantially 
reconstructing five homes;   installing sanitary sewer lines in the northern portion of 
the neighborhood to serve 19 households that do not currently have public sewer 
service;  resolving stormwater runoff issues in the southeastern portion of the 
neighborhood; and paving Grants Lane, a dirt road in disrepair, to bring it up to 
VDOT standards. 

 
In addition to local HOME funds and CDBG funding, the project will include funding 
from the local Public Service Authority, VDOT Revenue Sharing, Federal Home Loan 
Bank Accessibility/Energy Efficiency Set-Aside program, and Weatherization.  Grant 
awards will be released in early summer. 

 
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 204. 

 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo/
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
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New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board  
 
With sequestration starting on March 1, 2013, WIA programs are 
scheduled to experience a minimum 8% cut in funding for the next program 
year beginning July 1, 2013.  Should additional cuts be imposed, funding 
may be cut by as much as 15%.  For WIA 2, this would mean a cut of 
$300,000 or more.  In an effort to prepare for possible funding cuts, WIA 
2 is in the process of maintaining current service levels with minimal 
increase in program activities in order to maximize carry-over funds 
effective June 30, 2013.  Additional carry-over funds will allow continuous 
service delivery to customers even with a reduction in new funding.  The 
previous continuing resolution, which was scheduled to expire on March 27, 
2013, has been extended through September 30, 2013.  This provides for 
PY13 funding of WIA programs at PY12 levels.  All required sequestration 
cuts will be applied to the new funding levels.  Once the specific cuts have 
been applied WIA 2 should receive new funding levels for PY13. 
 
Currently, the following customer groups’ service levels are, Dislocated 
Workers-312, Adults-245, and Youth-254.  With additional companies 
experiencing layoffs and closures, the demand for services are projected 
to increase significantly over the next twelve months. 
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org), 
540-633-6764. 
 
 
 

 

Livability Initiative     
 
The Livability Initiative is planning to launch its next phase of public outreach.  This past winter, close to 700 people responded to 
an online Community Priorities Survey. This survey asked respondents to help prioritize the goals developed by seven topic area 
working groups during the first phase of this project. To view the full results from the Community Priorities Survey visit: 
www.nrvlivability.org.  
 
Based on the priorities identified through the Community Priorities Survey, Livability Initiative project staff are now developing a 
new online interactive survey tool called NRV Crowd Gauge. As part of this survey, participants will be asked to select what they 
value most about the region and then to prioritize which projects and policies they think should be pursued to help achieve the 
priority goals identified in the prior survey effort. The projects and policies list come from a longer list of draft strategies 
developed by the seven topic area working groups. Since there are a number of different strategies that could be pursued to 
help achieve the priority goals, this tool will help gauge which strategies are preferred by the public and if there are differences 
or similarities in preferred strategies across the New River Valley region. 
 
This survey tool will be available for anyone to complete online. The Livability Initiative Outreach Coordinator will also be 
holding a series of public events at local libraries throughout the region from mid- April through the end of May 2013. These 
events will provide an opportunity for those who do not have internet access to participate in the process. They will also provide 
an opportunity for community discussion around preferred strategies and approaches. 
 
For further information, contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) at 540-639-9313 ext. 202 or Carol Davis 
(cdavis@nrvpdc.org) at 540-639-9313, ext. 222. 
 

Local Planning  
Commissioner Event 

 
This year’s training event for local 
planning commissioners will focus on the 
New River Valley Livability Initiative and 
will be held on May 15, 2013, at the New 
River Valley Business Center in Fairlawn.  
The event starts with dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
followed by a presentation on housing 
trends and housing-related 
scenarios/options, as well as a “Crowd 
Gauge” facilitated session.  A flyer for the 
event is being distributed to local 
government planning contacts in the 
region. 
 
For further information, please contact 
Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 
540-639-9313, ext. 217. 
 

 

mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvlivability.org/
mailto:kthurlow@nrvpdc.org
mailto:cdavis@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org


 

 
 
February 28, 2013 
Transportation: 
• The PDC will serve a project management role for the Giles 

County/Pearisburg boat launch improvement projects.   
Housing: 
• PDC will be assisting the Town of Blacksburg by increasing 

duties in the HOME Consortium program. 
Economic Development: 
• The FY13 update to the CEDS is underway.   

  Regional: 
• Responses to the PDC Technical Assistance to members for FY 

14 have been received from Town of Christiansburg, Town of 
Pearisburg, Town of Narrows, and Pulaski County. 

• The NRV Livability Initiative is planning for the final 10 
months of the planning grant.   

• NRV Tourism Website Committee decided to keep the 
website active and identified new strategies to keep 
content updated.   

PDC: 
• The Agency Assessment Committee prepared a preliminary 

report. 
 

March 28, 2013 
Transportation: 
• The PDC is preparing a Bike and Pedestrian Master Plan for 

the MPO which started in January 2013. 
Housing: 
• The Town of Narrows and Taylor Hollow Construction held an 

open house on 3/18 to showcase the renovation of a 
downtown building with the lower floor being leased to the 
Town for their town hall and the upstairs was converted to 
affordable housing.  The housing portion of the project  
utilized funds from the NRV HOME Consortium.   

Economic Development: 
• The NRV Commerce Park secured their first tenant, Red 

Sun Farms.   
• Due to impacts from sequestration, the PDC will be 

receiving a $10,000 reduction in economic development 
planning funds from EDA for FY14.   

  Regional: 
• Responses to local governments on technical assistance 

project requests will be sent in April. 
• The NRV Livability Initiative is launching an innovative 

public engagement strategy called NRV Crowd Gauge. 
• The NRV Stormwater Program Development project is on 

schedule to submit extension requests to provide another 12 
months for local governments to plan for program launch on 
July 1, 2014.   

PDC: 
• The annual local government Planning Commissioner 

Training session will be held May 15th. 
 

 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG. 

 

Car Registrations

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2012 4th Qtr 2012 % Change

Floyd County 102 78 -23.5%
Giles County 106 79 -25.5%
Montgomery County 556 426 -23.4%
Pulaski County 212 178 -16.0%
Radford City 79 52 -34.2%
Total 1,055 813 -22.9%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

Taxable Sales

2012 2012
Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

Floyd County 17,409,513 17,157,966

Giles County 37,415,570 33,810,167

Montgomery County 242,147,007 247,704,438

Pulaski County 86,998,327 81,571,264

Radford City 19,064,511 22,226,382
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.
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Economic Indicators 
Taxable Sales 
The dollar amount of taxable sales decreased throughout most of 
the NRV jurisdictions between the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2012. 
Pulaski County showed the largest decrease ($5,427,063) and 
Montgomery County showed the largest increase ($5,557,431). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Vehicle Registrations 
Car registrations decreased throughout the District between the 3rd 
and 4th quarters of 2012 with Montgomery County showing the 
largest decrease (130). Truck registrations decreased in most 
localities with Radford City showing the largest increase with 14 
registrations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Meeting Summaries 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
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NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Bob Nicholson 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Richard Alvarez 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Jan Gilbertson, Communications Manager 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 

  

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

 

Local Technical Assistance 
  

 Town of Pearisburg Comprehensive Plan Update: PDC staff gave a presentation on the 
update of the Comprehensive Plan at a meeting of the Giles Rotary Club on February 
28th. The focus was on updating the goals and objectives portion of the plan document. 
PDC staff are assisting the Town’s Planning Commission and staff with the update 
process.      

 Town of Narrows Zoning Ordinance Update: PDC staff are continuing to assist the Town’s 
Planning Commission and staff in reviewing the existing ordinance to identify and draft 
potential changes. 

 Pulaski County Zoning Ordinance Update: PDC staff are continuing to assist the County’s 
Planning Commission and staff in reviewing the zoning ordinance to identify and draft 
potential changes. A proposed package of changes for the sign regulations (i.e., Article 
15) was recently approved by the County Planning Commission and will be considered 
by the Board of Supervisors at a future meeting.   

 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 217.   

 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 

To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org



THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  April - May 2013 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

INTER Materials Expands out of NRV Business Center 
 
INTER Materials joined the NRV Business Center in September 2009 and occupied 4,000+ 
square feet of space for many years. They are now expanding/graduating out of the NRV 
Business Center and will occupy nearly 20,000 sq. ft. in the Bob White Building in Pulaski, VA. 
INTER Materials, LLC, is incorporated in Richmond, Virginia, with two major SBIR Phase II 
Research & Development programs: 1) Development of a low cost manufacturing process for 
thermoplastic matrix ballistic helmets for the US Army, and 2) Development of a scratch and 
abrasion resistant coating for polymer windscreens for rotary wind aircraft for the US Army 
SOCOM. 
 
Dr. Francisco Folgar stated, “First of all, INTER Materials would like to thank the New River 
Valley Business Center organization for all their support. We feel very fortunate to have found a 
larger facility within Pulaski County that will enable us to continue our expansion and growth. 
As a result of the innovations INTER Materials have demonstrated in recent years, we have 
received funding from the DoD to commercialize our Light Weight Ballistic Helmet technology, 
and from the Air Force, to further develop Optical Anti-Reflective (AR) Coatings using our 
Plasma Deposition technology. This funding will place INTER Materials in a position to bid for 
Government contracts within the next 2-3 years that will generate many additional jobs and will 
require a substantial amount of new capital investment.”  Mr. Shawn Utt with the NRV Business 
Center went on to say, “While it’s certainly sad to lose a tenant, it is refreshing to see one grow 
into a successful venture.  INTER Materials has been a great company to work with and we wish 
them continued success.” 
 
While there is no doubting the tremendous economic impact of the Virginia Tech Corporate 
Research Center in Blacksburg, VA, just 15-20 minutes away is another successful business 
catalyst in the New River Valley. The New River Valley Business Center acts and serves as 
another one of the region’s successful business incubators. 
 
“It is great to see companies expanding out of the New River Valley Business Center. High 
growth potential companies like INTER Materials will drive our future economy and we are very 
excited to have their expansion here in the New River Valley of Virginia,” commented Mr. Aric 
H. Bopp of the New River Valley Economic Development Alliance. 
 
The NRV Business Center would like to thank the NRV Economic Development Alliance for the content of 
this article. 
 
 

For Business Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  
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UPCOMING  

MEETINGS: 
 
 

 
 

PDC Commission Meeting       
Thursday, June 27th, 6:00 p.m.   
NRVBC – New River Room  
 
Coordinated Human Service Mobility 
Wednesday, July 10th, 9:00 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, July 16th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, July 16th, 1:30 p.m.    
NRVBC - Conference Room   
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 
    

   Route 99 Corridor Retail Feasibility Study 
Over the last few months, the Planning District Commission has been working with the Town 
of Pulaski and Pulaski County to develop a Retail Feasibility Study for the Route 99 
corridor. Public water and sewer is currently available within existing town limits and can 
support redevelopment opportunities; however, developers have recently inquired about 
opportunities outside of town limits, particularly within the vicinity of I-81’s Exit 94 
interchange.  The lack of public sewer and other existing characteristics currently limit 
development opportunities around the interstate.   
 
In 2012, the Town of Pulaski completed a Retail Leakage Report and a Preliminary 
Engineering Report.  The Retail Leakage Report examined quantitative data to identify 
potential retail opportunity sectors.  The Preliminary Engineering Report evaluated 
potential infrastructure needs and associated costs with extending sanitary sewer service 
out to I-81’s Exit 94.    
 
To determine 
potential 
opportunities 
along Route 99, 
the Planning 
District 
Commission 
worked closely 
with key Town 
staff to collect 
relevant 
information.  The 
2012 reports, 
along with local 
data, were used 
to evaluate 
existing 
conditions such 
as: location of 
existing retail, 
undeveloped 
parcels, 
transportation system, existing market share of the Route 99 corridor, and the proximity of 
other businesses.  Opportunity sites were identified for new development and re-
development potential. 
 
Currently, over 80% of the Town of Pulaski’s retail sales tax revenue is generated along 
the Route 99 Corridor.  Redevelopment opportunities exist downtown and new 
development possibilities exist around the interchange.  As the commercial anchor for the 
town, Route 99 is development-ready, centrally located, and easily accessible to 
Interstate I-81.  Over time and with careful planning, the Route 99 corridor can become a 
more significant asset for the Pulaski area. 
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, 
ext. 210 or Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206.    
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Transportation 
 

 Governor McDonnell announced a new transportation funding law 
o HB 2313 provides additional revenue over next six years 
o $2.1B increase for highways and bridges 
o $0.6B increase for rail and public transit 
o $1.3B for Hampton Roads region 
o $1.9B for Northern Virginia area 

 The Department of Rail and Public Transportation is in the final stages of developing 
Multimodal System Design Guidelines 
o Provides guidance for multimodal system planning 
o Recommends alternative transportation improvements by levels of activity and 

population density 
o Recommends types of public transportation sustainable by size of community 
o Provides design guidance that aligns with VDOT standards 
o Highlights funding mechanisms 
o Draft plan online here: 

http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/activities/MultimodalSystemDesignGuidelines.aspx  
 

For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 210. 
 

 

Baskerville Neighborhood Rehab Project 

 

As of December 2012, Pulaski County has progressed to the second phase of its $1,000,000 housing rehab project with the 
Department of Housing and Community Development.  The first phase of the grant focused primarily on housing rehabilitation, while the 
second phase of the grant focuses on water and sewer improvements to the neighborhood in addition to the remaining rehabs.  
Typically, preliminary work to prepare a client for construction is the most time-intensive:  verifying the income of a household, 
performing a title search to establish ownership and clear title, inspecting the home and preparing a cost estimate for needed repairs, 
and bidding the project out to the lowest responsible bidder.   
 
Pulaski County has begun construction on or completed 11 of 18 housing rehabilitations or substantial reconstructions within the 
Baskerville Neighborhood and will be awarding infrastructure bids within the month.  Water and sewer improvements include 
upgrading water lines from 2 inch lines to 6 inch lines, raising manhole covers, and providing one household with sewer service that 
currently uses septic. 
 
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 
    
 

 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Update 
 

 
Each year, staff at the NRVPDC update the region’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.  The 2013 update is nearly 
complete and includes modifications based on recommendations by the CEDS Committee and NRVPDC Commissioners.  This year’s 
update includes an economic cluster analysis which identifies strong economic sectors within the region while providing guidance on 
where future funding and resources should be focused.  Another change is the contraction of the section on goals and objectives.  There 
are now seven priority areas: 1) Coordinated Business Assistance and Entrepreneurial Support; 2) Preparation and Continued Support 
of Qualified Workforce;  3) Available Land, Quality Infrastructure, and Affordable Housing; 4) Attracting New Business to the Region; 
5) Regional Marketing/Awareness to Promote the New River Valley; 6) Preserve Natural and Historic Areas; and, 7) Business Friendly 
Governance and Representation.  With new focus on these priority areas, paired with new data, this year’s update offers a new look 
at the NRV economy and its future vision. 
 

For further information, please contact Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206. 
 

 

http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/activities/MultimodalSystemDesignGuidelines.aspx
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
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April 25, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 

 The PDC hosted a VDOT training session for the Safe 
Routes to School Program on April 17.   

Economic Development: 

 The Southwest Virginia Creative Economy Conference will 
be held September19-20 in Abingdon.     

Regional: 

 The PDC is continuing to work with four public utility 
providers and VDOT on a utility conduit in conjunction with 
the Rt. 114 bridge replacement project.   

 The NRV Livability Initiative launched an interactive survey; 
the survey can be found at www.nrvlivability.org.  The final 
report for the project is scheduled for December 2013.  

 The NRV Stormwater Program Development project 
submitted extension requests on behalf of participating 
local governments.   

 The PDC provided a letter of support for the continued 
staffing of Port of Entry #1412. 

 A new project called “Appalachian Spring” is a 3-year 
rural jobs accelerator challenge grant funded by the ARC, 
EDA and Tobacco Commission in the 19 counties of 
southwest Virginia.   

 The New River Symposium will be held May 30-31 at 
Radford University. 

PDC: 

 The Commission welcomes a new appointee from Radford 
University, Mr. Joe Carpenter, VP of University Relations 
and Chief Communications Officer.   

 The PDC will host the annual local government Planning 
Commissioner Training session on May 15th.   

 VAPDC will host their summer conference July 25-27 at 
Wintergreen Resort. 
 

  May 23, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 

 The Safe Routes to School grants submitted should receive 
notice of whether funding was awarded in June. 

Economic Development: 

 Staff provided a letter of support to the Roanoke Valley 
MPO for a study of the potential Elliston Intermodal facility 
regarding economic opportunity and impacts to be 
conducted.   

Regional: 

 A three-county partnership consisting of Giles, Montgomery 
and Pulaski received notification of two agri-business/agri-
tourism related grant applications.  Project planning began 
May 16.   

 The New River Initiative will hold a marketing meeting on 
5/29 at the Draper Mercantile. 

 The Blue Ridge Heritage Board of Directors is in the 
process of procuring a site design firm to assist with 
development of the Rocky Knob Heritage Visitor Center. 

 The PDC was awarded a grant to map flash flood prone 
areas in Montgomery County, Pulaski County, and the 
towns of Narrows and Pulaski. 

 The PDC submitted a memorandum to the Town of Pulaski 
outlining issues and opportunities pertaining to joint tax 
collection between the town and Pulaski County.    

 
AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

WWW.NRVPDC.ORG. 

New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board  

 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently received 
“preliminary” PY’13 WIA allocation as reflected below: 

 

 

Note: Adult/DLW Incremental Funding -Effective July 1, 2013 
Adult 2.67% or $19,112 
DLW 10.02% or $62,921 
Balance of allocations available after October 1, 2013. 
 

The overall 6.4% cut is less than had been projected, however, the limited 
percentage of Adult and Dislocated Worker funds available July 1, 2013 
will make it difficult to serve any new clients during the 1st quarter of PY’13. 
 

In anticipation of available PY’12 carry-over funds in addition to 
“preliminary” PY’13 allocation, both the WIB and the Elected Officials 
Consortium Board approved the following funds for PY’13 program 
operations.  All current PY’12 contracts are being extended for one 
additional year with new funding levels as reflected below. 
 

PY’13 Approved Funding 
Administration (One Stop Operator) Total - $25,000  
People Inc. of Virginia - $25,000  
DLW Program Total - $600,000 
People Inc. of Virginia - $600,000 
Adult Total - $600,000 
People Inc. of Virginia - $392,624 
Goodwill Industries of the Valleys - $207,376 
Youth Total - $700,000 
People Inc. of Virginia - $435,203 
Goodwill Industries of the Valleys - $264,797 
 

For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org), 
540-633-6764. 
 

Planning Commissioner Training Event  

 
A training event for local planning commissioners was held on the evening of 
May 15, 2013, at the New River Valley Business Center.  More than 50 local 
planning commissioners and staff attended the session which focused on the 
topic of “Addressing Trends and Challenges in the New River Valley.” Using 
information emerging from the New River Valley Livability Initiative, PDC 
Executive Director Kevin Byrd and Livability Initiative Community Outreach 
Facilitator Carol Davis spoke on the 
following:  regional and community 
priorities (from Dec. 2012 survey); 
proposed goals, projects, and policies to 
address trends and challenges; and 
interim results of the NRV Tomorrow 
Survey.  The session also featured 
interactive discussion among participants 
concerning preferred goals, projects, 
and policies.  Thanks to all who participated! 
 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 
540-639-9313, ext. 217.   

 PY’12 PY’13 Variance % Cut 
Adult $767,088 $715,806 -$51,282 6.7% 
Youth $904,215 $869,638 -$34,577 3.8% 
DLW $692,884 $627,951 -$64,933 9.4% 

Totals $2,364,187 $2,213,395 -$150,792 6.4% 

NRVPDC Meeting Summaries 

http://www.nrvlivability.org/
http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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Economic Indicators 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Floyd Innovation Center 
 
A big milestone is happening for the Floyd Innovation Center!  Final design is complete 
and invitations to bid are underway.  Construction is expected to start in August.  The 
building will be designed to host multiple tenants engaged in industries such as high-
performance and biotechnology manufacturing and is expected to be operational by 
mid-year 2014.  When complete, it will add much-needed cGMP-ready square 
footage to the region’s inventory of available buildings.  cGMP refers to the Current 
Good Manufacturing Practice regulations enforced by the US Food and Drug 
Administration.  cGMPs provide for systems that assure proper design, monitoring, and 
control of manufacturing processes and facilities.  Keep an eye out for the 
groundbreaking ceremony and join us to celebrate. 
 

For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) 540-
639-9313, ext. 209. 

 
Community Design Workshop: Aging 
Successfully in the NRV 
 

The New River Valley’s population is aging.  By 2030, the number of 

seniors will nearly double in the NRV.  Most of these older adults will be living in homes 

that were not designed for someone of limited or declining mobility, and as a result will 

be at higher risk for falls, serious injuries, and premature placement in a nursing home.  

This month, the Livability Initiative, the HOME Consortium, Community Housing Partners, 

and the Area Agency on Aging have begun the process of planning a regional 

community design workshop, to investigate design features that homebuilders and 

homeowners can include to make more homes in the New River Valley well-suited to the 

occupants’ whole lifespan. 

When these design features are included in more of the region’s homes, more older 

citizens will be able to remain independent for much longer – living in their own homes 

and connected to family, friends and their community support network for much less cost 

and a much higher quality of life. 

The community design workshop is planned for late July.  For further information, please 

contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 202 or Carol Davis 

(cdavis@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313 ext. 222.   

 

Local Technical Assistance 
  

 Town of Pearisburg Comprehensive Plan Update: PDC staff are continuing to 
assist the Town’s Planning Commission and staff with the update process.  A 
draft document will be complete in the near future.  

 Town of Narrows Zoning Ordinance Update: PDC staff are continuing to assist 
the Town’s Planning Commission and staff in reviewing the existing ordinance to 
identify and draft potential changes. 

 Pulaski County Zoning Ordinance Update: PDC staff are continuing to assist the 
County’s Planning Commission and staff in reviewing the zoning ordinance to 
identify and draft potential changes.  A package of potential modifications for 
Article 2 (A-1 Agricultural District) was reviewed by the County Planning 
Commission at its May meeting.   

 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 217.   
 

 

mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org
mailto:kthurlow@nrvpdc.org
mailto:cdavis@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org


 

 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Bob Nicholson 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Jan Gilbertson, Communications Manager 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 

  

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 

Radford, VA 24141 

RIDE Solutions 
 

A revamped website is making it easier for RIDE Solutions members to get the most out of their 
commute and travel choices.  Now, members on-line registration offers an easy gateway to 
request carpool matches, print out a guaranteed ride home voucher, and register to participate 
in events during the year from one convenient login.  Quick links for the RIDE Solver and 
submitting feedback are easier to find on the member’s page. 
 

While these upgrades for members make key membership features even easier to access, there 
are also improved features for first-time and unregistered users.  Information previously 
available is easier to find:  a park & ride lots map, transit trip planning, links to local bus 
systems’ websites, bike commuting resources, and assistance in setting up a telework program. 
 

What users will not see, but can definitely benefit from, is our ability to set up challenges. 
Events such as the Clean Commute pledge can be created for our workplace partners and 

individual members and be administered with on-line tools such as our trip logger that lets users 
log their Single Occupancy Vehicle-free trips. 
 

Check out the site today www.ridesolutions.org, and while you are there, why not become a 
member if you haven’t already! 
 

For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) or (540) 639-
9313 ext. 209. 

 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 

 
To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 

 

 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  June - July 2013 

 Incubator Managers 

 
 

 

For Business Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 
The Effects of Sequestration on Small Business Contractors 
 
As a result of Congress not being able to come to a deal to reduce the deficit, federal budget cuts, or 
sequestration, went into effect starting March 1, 2013.  This has caused some uneasiness amongst some 
small businesses looking to obtain federal contracts in the coming years. 
 
The New River Valley Business Center has past and present small business tenants associated with the 
defense sector that are growing or have outgrown the Center and located within the New River Valley.  
Defense related businesses that were previously located within or are currently located in the Business 
Center include: 
 

 Emisshield  

 INTER Materials 

 BAE Systems   

 Alliant Techsystems 

 Nuvotronics 
   
The New River Valley lost nearly 12% of defense sector jobs from 
2006-2011.  Despite this job loss through the recession, the New 
River Valley still has a strong geographic concentration of defense 
jobs as compared to the national average. 
 
According to Newsday, a daily newspaper in the New York metro area, small businesses in the defense 
sector have had to cut jobs and limit overtime to remaining workers in order to meet the new bottom line 
due to sequestration.  On many projects, quantities of products have been reduced or have been put on 
hold.  In news reports across the United States, it has been speculated that larger businesses will be able to 
weather the budget cuts while small businesses may end up losing out on funding and jobs in the future.   
 
Uncertainty seems to be the main problem for many small business contractors.  The Pentagon is moving 
slower with furlough days increasing and many small businesses do not have the cash flow to adjust to the 
current and future potential cuts.  Businesses throughout the region are being affected differently by 
sequestration. 
 
The New River Valley Business Center serves as an initial seeding location for entrepreneurs and 
manufacturing/industrial companies wishing to expand.  The Center operates as part of an effort to 
enhance opportunities for businesses within the New River Valley.  With geographic concentration of 
defense jobs, the New River Valley still has potential for additional defense jobs and multiple successful 
companies have started in the NRV Business Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emisshield signs distributor agreement with TFS Global 



 
  

 

New River Valley News & Views 
September - October 2013 

 
    

   Pulaski County Adult Day Services 
Pulaski County has been awarded a $700,000 construction grant through the 
Department of Housing and Community Development’s Community Development 
Block Grant program.  These grant funds will help to renovate and convert the 
former Newbern Elementary School into an adult day services facility and fall 
prevention center.  Adult day services provides day respite for family members, 
health oversight of elderly or disabled adults, and social, physical, and cognitive 
enhancement of function - a level of care currently not available in Pulaski County.  
With the number of persons 65 and older projected to rise to 25% of the 
County’s population by 2030, Adult Day Services is one of the key alternatives to 
nursing home care for older adults. 
 
 

The Fall Prevention Center will address the problem of falls in older adults by 
providing comprehensive fall risk assessments, including history of falls and 
disease; balance and gait assessment; medication assessment in order to reduce 
inappropriate medication use in older adults; vision and hearing assessment; home 
hazard assessment; muscle-strengthening classes, and ongoing follow-up.  The 
Center will be the only one of its kind in southwest Virginia. 
 
The County will be under contract with the Department of Housing and Community 
Development by December of 2013, with construction slated to begin the summer 
of 2014. 
 
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 204. 
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UPCOMING  
MEETINGS: 
 
 
 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee  
Tuesday, September 17th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room 
 
Transportation Technical Advisory 
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Tuesday, September 17th, 1:30 p.m.    
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PDC Commission Meeting       
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  Transportation 
 
In August the PDC partnered with VDOT to present a national webinar on 
Performance Management in Regional Long-Range Plans 

• Darrel Johnson, VDOT Rural Planning Program Manager discussed: 
o Statewide planning system 
o Traffic forecasting and highway capacity 
o Corridor analysis to determine needs 
o Statewide project prioritization process  

• Elijah Sharp, NRVPDC Director of Planning and Programs discussed: 
o PDC role in statewide planning process 
o Applying statewide process locally 
o Transportation menus that support comprehensive planning 
o Day-Rides between VDOT and localities 

 
• For additional information, including a recording, 

visit: http://www.nado.org/events/webinar-performance-measurement-in-
regional-long-range-plans/   

  
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 
540-639-9313, ext. 210. 
 

 

  The 2013 Multi-Regions Bikeway/Walkway Social 
 
 

Once again, walk and bike advocates, planners, and other local partners from the New 
River and Roanoke Valleys met to share the latest about walking and cycling in the region. 
The annual social is a unique opportunity to learn about recent planning efforts and 
successful bicycle and pedestrian projects.  This year was no exception.  Thanks to the 
efforts of the NRVPDC and our counterparts in Roanoke, those interested in pedestrian and 
cycling improvements met at Radford’s Bissett Park for lunch, networking, and updates 
about recent projects. 
 
For further information, please contact Eli Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 
210. 
   

 
 

  
 Town of Christiansburg Recreation  
 Master Plan 
 
The New River Valley Planning District Commission is working with the 
Town of Christiansburg on the Town’s Recreation Master Plan.  The 
last plan was completed in 1995.  This year’s plan will evaluate 
existing conditions, encourage community participation through a 
survey of recreation users, and make recommendations for future 
parks and facilities within the Town of Christiansburg.  PDC staff has 
met with the Town of Christiansburg’s Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission to discuss current conditions and their collective vision for 
the department.   
 
For further information, please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206. 

 

 

Local Technical Assistance 
• Town of Narrows Zoning Ordinance Update: PDC 
staff assisted the Town’s Planning Commission and staff 
in developing a proposed set of ordinance changes 
which was approved by the Planning Commission in 
August and forwarded to the Town Council for review 
and consideration.  

• Town of Pearisburg Comprehensive Plan Update: 
PDC staff are continuing to assist the Town’s Planning 
Commission and staff in developing and refining a 
working draft document.  

 

For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217.   

 

http://www.nado.org/events/webinar-performance-measurement-in-regional-long-range-plans/
http://www.nado.org/events/webinar-performance-measurement-in-regional-long-range-plans/
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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June 27, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• The recently expanded New River Valley MPO is working 

through a challenging budget situation impacting transit 
providers in the MPO boundary including Blacksburg 
Transit and Radford Transit.   

Economic Development: 
• The CEDS 2013 update report was submitted to EDA in 

late May and a consumer version of the CEDS has been 
completed.  

Regional: 
• A three-county agriculture partnership consisting of Giles, 

Montgomery and Pulaski is moving forward on addressing 
requirements communicated by the VA Dept. of Housing 
and Community Development to secure funds for a Planning 
Grant.  

• The New River Initiative, a joint effort between localities 
and businesses near the New River, held a marketing 
meeting in May at the Draper Mercantile with the 
Destination Marketing Organizations from the communities 
near the New River. 

PDC: 
• The PDC office reception area project is now complete.  

We are quite proud to display all the unique items 
representative of the diverse communities in the region.  
Next time you are in the area please stop by to visit! 
 
 

July 2013 Meeting – Cancelled 
 
 

  August 22, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• The Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

released a draft State Rail Plan.  Commission staff 
prepared a comment letter to address passenger rail 
extension beyond Roanoke with stop(s) in the NRV. 

• Two Safe Routes to School projects were funded in the 
region, both in Montgomery County, at Belview Elementary 
and the Auburn Campus.  The Commission assisted with 
grant applications for both projects and will serve as grant 
administrators once projects are underway. 

Economic Development: 
• The PDC presented a recently completed Retail Feasibility 

Study for Rt. 99 to the Pulaski Town Council in July.    
• Commission staff kicked-off an Economic Impact Study for 

Radford University in July.   
Regional: 
• The Livability Initiative partnered with several 

organizations to host an Aging in our Communities 
workshop in August. 

• The Commission was recently awarded funds through the 
Virginia Department of Emergency Management to conduct 
a Flash Flood Mapping and Sign project.  

• The Southwest Virginia Creative Economy Conference is 
scheduled for September 19-20 in Abingdon.  

PDC: 
• The Commission recently hired Jonnell Sanciango to fill the 

position of Data Systems Manager.     
 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

 New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board  

 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board has entered 
into a new program year (PY’13) effective July 1, 2013.  Funding for 
PY’13 will be $2,213,395 which is 6.4% less than PY’12.  Contracts for 
service delivery are in force and it is projected that approximately 1,000 
customers will be served this year.  Focus continues to be on customizing 
services and training resources to meet the individual needs of customers.  
The goal of all program activities is to provide necessary services and 
training support to enable customers to secure employment in career or 
growth occupations which pay a wage allowing the customer to achieve 
economic self-sufficiency.  The WIB also continues to pursue grant 
opportunities outside of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA).  WIA 
reauthorization legislation is in both the House and Senate but no 
reauthorization legislation is expected to be signed into law until later in 
2013 or in early 2014. 
 
The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently 
received $2,500 of Incentive Funds for exemplary performance in PY’11 
by exceeding all nine common measure areas of performance.  Area 2 
was only one of two workforce areas in the State to exceed all 
performance standards.  Some of the Incentive funds will be used to co-
sponsor a Veterans Resource Fair to be held in Wytheville for all of Area 
2. 
 
The On the Job Training (OJT) grant in partnership with the Shenandoah 
Valley and Roanoke Valley is ongoing and not scheduled to conclude until 
spring 2016.  OJT occupations are for Advanced Manufacturing and 
Health Care.  
 

For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org), 
540-633-6764. 
 
 
 

Historic Districts Designated 
  
 
In March of this year, the Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
approved historic district designation and addition to the Virginia 
Landmarks Register for the Christiansburg Downtown Historic District and 
the Narrows Commercial Historic District.  The Christiansburg Downtown 
Historic District was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 
May, while the Narrows Commercial Historic District’s National Register 
nomination was still pending at the time of this newsletter publication.   
 
In order to qualify for designation, historic significance must be proved on 
the local, state, or national level. Properties are considered eligible for 
historic designation if they are at least 50 years old.  Historic district 
designation allows owners of historic structures to apply for federal and 
state tax credits which can aid in rehabilitation of these structures.   
 
For more information on historic registers, please 
visit www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/register.htm.  
 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217.   
 
 

NRVPDC Meeting Summaries 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/register.htm
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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Economic Indicators         New River Valley Livability Initiative 
 

The New River Valley Livability Initiative has just finished analyzing results from the NRV 
Tomorrow Survey, which collected citizen opinions through an interactive online survey 
tool. The survey was available on-line and at events in local libraries from April through 
June of 2013.  The survey was designed to gather information about what priorities 
stakeholders in the NRV felt were most important to them, and then to understand what 
projects and policies they felt were most pressing or important based on these priorities. 
The Initiative received 736 responses.  These responses will be used to help shape the 
NRV Livability Initiative outcomes and recommended implementation steps. 

  The highest rated priorities across the New River Valley were: 
• Quality Education 
• Scenic Beauty/Rural Character 
• Natural Environment 
• Healthy Food Options and Exercise Access 

 
While there was some consistency among communities—particularly in the importance of 
quality education, scenic beauty/rural character, and natural environment—not every 
community was aligned with the region’s average.  For instance, rural lifestyle, while one 
of the most important priorities in Floyd County, but only of moderate importance in 
Montgomery and Giles Counties, and of little to no importance in the rest of the 
communities.  Healthcare services was also consistently ranked as moderately high in 
importance, but never important enough to be in the top three of any community. 
Vibrant downtown and community character also had larger variations in score.  On the 
other hand, while it was ranked somewhere in the middle of the priorities, business 
infrastructure had the smallest variation in stars across communities, indicating general 
agreement on its level of importance. 

  The highest ranked projects across the New River Valley were: 
• Expand and improve pre-school education and daycare options  
• Create more bicycling and walking options that connect residential areas to 

 town centers  
• Reduce pollution of drinking water and recreational waterways  
• Ensure availability and effective use of health services  
• Provide the infrastructure to process and sell local food  

 
While there was variation across NRV communities, there were consistent themes that 
became clear when examining the priorities, projects, and policies together. The top 
choices for priorities were focused on education, scenic beauty, the natural environment, 
and healthy food and recreation access.  The projects and policies that scored highest 
across the NRV also reflected these priorities, focusing on education, mobility, health 
care, conservation and pollution reduction, and development practices, both in terms of 
where development happens, and what type (e.g., allowing aging-in-place).   

While there is some agreement across the NRV, there is also variation that helps to 
better understand the region’s diversity.  This information about how responses vary 
across NRV communities can also help each understand how best to consider the goals 
and strategies proposed by the NRV Livability Initiative in their own communities as 
appropriate, and where there might be opportunities to work together. 

For further information, please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-
9313, ext. 202. 

mailto:kthurlow@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 
 

 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  September - October 2013 
 Incubator Managers 

 
 

 
For Business Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Incubator Managers 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 
New River Valley Development Corporation Loan Updates 
 
The New River Valley Development Corporation Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) has seen some 
good activity over the past few years and the businesses are doing well.  As an update, two of 
the businesses that received loans are highlighted below. 
 
 
Bootleg BBQ 
 
Bootleg BBQ’s original loan was for the construction of a 
vending/catering trailer.  Originally, Jon Beegle, Bootleg BBQ’s 
owner, served up his meats and sauces from under a tent.  This 
caused some problems in set-up times and taking it all down 
after a day’s work.  With the trailer, Mr. Beegle says; “cooking on 
site and prepping are much more feasible with the trailer set up.”  
As the business has grown, so has the need for additional 
funding.  The Development Corporation recently lent additional 
funds to help Bootleg BBQ to invest in a walk-in cooler.  This investment has allowed Mr. 
Beegle to take on larger festivals and bring more volume to his business.  He recently worked at 
Floyd Fest where he did a good amount of business and learned a lot while doing it. 
 
For more information on Bootleg BBQ and where you can find the new trailer, 
visit www.facebook.com/BootlegBBQ. 
 
 
3 Birds Berry Farm 
 
In 2011 3 Birds Berry Farm owners Irene Lamb and William 
Sembello, came to the Development Corporation looking to 
make improvements to the farm had recently purchased, 
formerly called Crow’s Nest U-Pick Berries.  With the loan, 3 
Birds Berry Farm improved the property to become more 
accessible to all ages and abilities while making other 
improvements and adding planters to the farm.  According to Mr. Sembello, things on the farm 
are going well. 
 
For more information on 3 Birds Berry Farm, visit 3birdsberryfarm.com 
or www.facebook.com/3BirdsBerryFarm. 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
http://3birdsberryfarm.com/


Upcoming Conferences/Learning Opportunities   
 

• Southwest Virginia Creative Economy Conference:  Sept. 19-20, Abingdon.  
More info at www.swvacreateconference.org  

 
• Virginia Association of Zoning Officials 2013 Fall Conference and 

Training:  Sept. 25-27, Virginia Beach.  More info at www.vazo.org  
 

• Rural Planning Caucus of Virginia Annual Conference:  Oct. 9-11, Mountain Lake 
Resort in Giles County.  More info at www.rpcva.org  

 
• 2013 Commonwealth Planning and Zoning Conference:  Oct. 13-15, 

Roanoke.  More info at www.planvirginia.com   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Bob Nicholson 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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New River Valley News & Views 
November - December 2013 

 
 

Successfully Aging at Home  
in the New River Valley 
 
Through the three-year Livability Initiative process, 
compelling data was brought to light on the 
region’s aging population.  In response to this 
data, Successfully Aging at Home in the New River 
Valley was created - a collaborative project 
between the NRV Planning District Commission, the 
NRV Agency on Aging, Habitat for Humanity of 
the NRV, Virginia Tech’s Habitat Student Chapter, 
and the NRV HOME Consortium.  The purpose of 
the partnership is to develop and implement a 
strategic plan to help people age at home and in 
their community.  The project will focus on the dual 
needs that impact people’s ability to successfully 
age in place: home accessibility and supportive 
services.  Too often people are plunged into 
poverty because diminished mobility or 
preventable injury forces them from their home 
and into institutionalized care.  With appropriate 
home modifications planned in advance and some 
level of assistance, an older person may be able 
to remain independent for much longer – living in 
their own home and connected to family, friends 
and their community support network for much less 
cost and a much higher quality of life. 

  
The project has two components:  (1) limited funding currently exists to help 
people have their homes modified for aging-in-place needs.  In order to help 
make the limited funds go further, a program will be created whereby community 
volunteers through Habitat for Humanity and students through the Habitat Virginia 
Tech Student Chapter (VTSC) and Virginia Tech’s Myers-Lawson School of 
Construction will augment the work of locally hired contractors, and  (2) the 
creation of a community based, membership-driven organization that would help 
coordinate access to affordable and reliable services including transportation, 
health and wellness programs, home repairs, and social and educational 
activities.   
  
Implementation of this project is supported through a three-year VISTA (volunteer 
in service to America) volunteer placement. 

 

For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 204. 
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NRVBC – New River Room  
 
 
 
 
 

facebook.com/nrvpdc 
 

 

twitter.com/nrvpdc 
 

youtube.com/nrvpdc 

CONNECT WITH US: 

mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.youtube.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc
http://www.facebook.com/nrvpdc


 

 

P a g e  | 2 

  Transportation 
 

The Commission is assisting the New River Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
with the development of a Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan.  To complete the plan, the 
Commission is utilizing the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation’s new 
Multimodal System Guidelines. 
 
The purpose of the Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan is to develop a long-range multimodal 
transportation system strategy for the localities within the MPO’s urbanized planning area.  
The urbanized area recently expanded to include the Towns of Blacksburg and 
Christiansburg, the City of Radford, and the urbanized portions of Montgomery and Pulaski 
Counties. 
 
The role of the Commission is to 
develop information to support the 
local planning process.  Once 
complete, the plan will identify activity 
centers (heat map on the right 

illustrates densities of employment and population) and key 
multimodal corridors.  Design solutions will be evaluated for each 
multimodal corridor based on the level of existing and future land use 
activity.   
 
The plan is currently underway and is scheduled to be complete by 
June 2014.  A project website is also available 
at:  http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo.  For further information, please 
contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210.  

 
 

 

Local Technical Assistance 
 

• Town of Narrows Ordinance Updates: Commission staff assisted the Town’s Planning Commission and staff in modifying a 
proposed package of zoning ordinance changes in response to comments from Town Council.  Town of Narrows Planning 
Commission and staff, with assistance from Commission staff, have also begun work to review and update the Town’s 
subdivision ordinance.     

• City of Radford Comprehensive Plan Update: Commission staff are working with the City’s Planning Commission and 
staff to identify a scope of work for updating the City’s comprehensive plan. 
 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 217.   

 

               RIDE Solutions 
 
RIDE Solutions continues to reach out to the region's employers, building awareness of 
the benefits of considering commuter choices beyond driving alone to work.  In early 
December, RIDE Solutions will be exhibiting at the Pulaski Chamber Expo.  And as 
fall sets in, there will be events and promotions for Bike Month and Clean Commute 
in May 2014.  It is not too early! If you have an idea to help get the word out or 
celebrate these events, please get in touch.  Connect with Ride Solutions on the web 
at http://www.ridesolutions.org/.  
 
For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org), 
540-639-9313, ext. 209. 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/nrvmpo
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
http://www.ridesolutions.org/
mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org
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September 26, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• William Fralin from Roanoke was recently appointed by 

the Governor to the Commonwealth Transportation 
Advisory Board representing the Salem District.  PDC staff 
coordinated to have Mr. Fralin in the region on October 
31st to meet with local governments to discuss upcoming 
Transportation Enhancement applications or transportation 
issues in communities.  

Economic Development: 
• The Floyd County EDA recently selected a contractor to 

build the Floyd Innovation Center and held a public kick-off 
event on September 24th. 

Regional: 
• The PDC and the Community Foundation will co-host the 

Livability Initiative Information Exchange on November 12th 
at CrossPointe in Christiansburg from 9:00-1:30.  This will 
be an opportunity to present a draft final report on the 
Livability Initiative. 

• The Commission was recently awarded an Innovation 
Award from the National Association of Development 
Organizations for the NRV Tomorrow Interactive Survey.   

PDC: 
• Robinson, Farmer and Cox conducted the Commission audit.  

The full audit report will be distributed to the Commission 
once complete. 

• Elijah Sharp joined a group of leaders from Montgomery 
County on a trip to Chattanooga, TN to learn more about 
their community successes over the past two decades.  

• Commission staff was invited to the White House Rural 
Policy Council meeting September 18-19 in Washington, 
DC focusing on Rural Innovation. 
 

 October 24, 2013 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• Ms. Thelma Drake, Director of the VA Dept. of Rail and 

Public Transit, was in the region October 9th to discuss the 
potential of passenger rail extension to the NRV.  

Economic Development: 
• The New River Valley middle mile fiber project is complete 

and the NRV Wireless Authority is discussing a project 
briefing to be held in November for interested parties.  The 
briefing will be an opportunity to explain the benefits of 
fiber in the region and how internet service providers can 
tap into the open access fiber.  

Regional: 
• The region’s first meeting of local government Mayors and 

Board of Supervisors Chairs was held on October 23rd.   
• The New River Initiative, a collective effort of communities, 

businesses, agencies and citizens to enhance the 
community/economic development opportunities in areas 
near the river met October 9th.  Those involved are thankful 
the effort is now being supported in part by staffing from 
the Appalachian Spring project that is focused on outdoor 
recreation asset development for economic development 
purposes in southwest Virginia. 

PDC: 
• The VAPDC Winter Conference is scheduled for February 6-7 

in Richmond.  It will coincide with the annual VML/VACO 
Legislative Day.   

 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 
WWW.NRVPDC.ORG 

 New River/Mount Rogers 
 Workforce Investment Board  

 

With no Federal budget approved for FY14, all available WIA 
program funds are limited to funds previously allocated for PY13.  
Additionally, the failure to have an approved budget in place on 
October 1, 2013 will trigger an automatic sequestration cut effective 
January 1, 2014.  The percentage and dollar amount of the 
sequestration cut is unknown at this time but should be applied to PY14 
WIA funding as opposed to current PY13 funding. 
 
Additional Adult and Dislocated Workers funds should be forthcoming 
with an effective date retroactive to October 1, 2013.  Area 2 will 
receive an additional $696,707 in Adult funds and an additional 
$565,026 in Dislocated Worker funding.  This will bring the total PY13 
allocation received up to $2,213,395.  PY13 funds plus PY12 carry-
over funds should be sufficient to maintain current service levels 
through June 30, 2014. 
 
The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently 
received final PY12 Performance results indicating that all nine 
common measures areas of performance have been met or exceeded.  
By meeting or exceeding all performance measures, LWIA 2 will be 
eligible for Incentive Funds for the next program year.  Currently 
LWIA 2 is utilizing $2,500 of Incentive Funds received for exemplary 
performance during PY11.  The Program Operators continue to do an 
excellent job in service delivery to customers. 
 
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org), 540-633-6764. 
 
 

  Radford University  
  Economic Impact Study 
 
The Commission is working with Radford University (RU) and the 
Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Regional Commission on an economic 
impact study for RU.  Starting on October 14th, separate surveys for 
staff and students were distributed to evaluate the impacts that 
students and faculty have on the local and regional economy.  
Mapping will also be an important component of the project with zip 
code maps of home residences and total income per zip code.  The 
study will be complete in early 2014 and will show the regional 
economic impact of Radford University and its impact on the City of 
Radford, the New River Valley, and beyond. 

 
For further information, please contact Brad Mecham  
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 206.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Meeting Summaries 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
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mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
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Truck Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2013 2nd Qtr 2013 % Change

Floyd County 21 21 0.0%
Giles County 31 31 0.0%
Montgomery County 103 76 -26.2%
Pulaski County 52 44 -15.4%
Radford City 12 12 0.0%
Total 219 184 -16.0%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

Car Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2013 2nd Qtr 2013 % Change

Floyd County 66 75 13.6%
Giles County 73 109 49.3%
Montgomery County 607 547 -9.9%
Pulaski County 195 199 2.1%
Radford City 69 65 -5.8%
Total 1,010 995 -1.5%
Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

Economic Indicators                             New River Valley Livability Initiative 
 

 
The New River Valley Planning District 
Commission and The Community 
Foundation of the New River Valley 
will be hosting the Livability Initiative 
Information Exchange on November 
12th at Cross Pointe Conference 
Center in Christiansburg from 9:00 
am-1:30 pm.  This event will focus on the past three years 
of work completed by the New River Valley Livability 
Initiative.  The agenda will include an overview of:  

 
• Challenges, trends, and opportunities in the region  
• Community priorities identified following 2 years of  
public outreach 
• Proposed strategies to pursue a vision for our 
region 
• Partnerships and projects already underway  

 
There will be two speaker panels to share exciting 

perspectives and new approaches to enhancing 
workforce development, addressing community health, 
developing the technology cluster of the regional 
economy, spurring downtown revitalization, managing 
water resources, financing implementation, and regional 
and local partnerships.  The event will also include time 
for discussion on lessons learned, community and regional 
priorities, and ways to move promising ideas forward. 

  
For further information, please contact Kim Thurlow 
(kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313. 

 

 

 

Floyd Innovation Center Ground Breaking 

Construction is underway on the Floyd Innovation Center! The new facility is located at the Floyd Commerce Center just outside 
the Town of Floyd.  G&H Contracting is making great progress on the site work and foundation as of mid-October.  The Floyd 
County EDA and its supporters, stakeholders, and partners celebrated this phase of the project with a groundbreaking on 
September 24. 

For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) 540-639-9313, ext. 209. 

New Vehicle Registrations 

Car registrations decreased in Montgomery County and the City of 
Radford and increased in all other localities between the 1st and 
2nd quarters of 2013.  Truck registrations remained consistent or 
decreased with Montgomery County showing the largest decrease 
of 27 registrations. 

 

mailto:kthurlow@nrvpdc.org
mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 
 

  Doug Hudson  November - December 2013 
 Incubator Manager 
 

 
For Business Center information contact: 

Doug Hudson, Incubator Manager 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 
 
High Speed Fiber Now Up and Running at the NRV Business Center 
 

The New River Valley Business Center now has the ability for 20 MB upload and 
download speeds.  According to the FCC, the U.S. average subscribed speed is 15.6 
MB, meaning the fiber now connected to the Business Center is 30% faster.  This 
network is a result of the partnership between Citizens Telephone Cooperative of Floyd 
and the NRV Wireless Authority to bring a 186 mile fiber network to the region.  The 
fiber was recently lit and has been running for a few weeks now.  This speed and 
capacity, combined with low latency, is attractive to average internet users, but is 
especially relevant to software developers and other companies involved in information 
and communication technology companies. 
 
 
 
Barrel Cave Wines Opening Location in Fairlawn 
 

Barrel Cave Wines opened a second location in Pulaski County at the Village Oaks 
Shopping Center in Fairlawn.  The grand opening was held November 2nd.  Barrel Cave 
Wines joined the NRV Business Center in 2012 and their online wine retail business has 
grown and expanded to include this storefront location. 
 
For more information on Barrel Cave Wines, visit www.barrelcavewines.com. 
 
 
 
Industrial Space Available 
 

Due to some businesses finding permanent homes within the region, there is industrial 
space available at the NRV Business Center.  Industrial space has been very popular in 
the Business Center and a few spaces are now available with INTER Materials moving 
to Pulaski.  These spaces offer a loading dock, access to conference rooms, and the 
inclusion of utilities in the rent.  For more information, contact Doug Hudson 
at incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or call (540) 633-6730. 
 

mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
http://www.barrelcavewines.com/
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org


Virginia Sets New Tourism Record in 2012 
 
In early September, the Governor’s Office announced that tourism-related spending by 
visitors to Virginia reached $21.2 billion in 2012, a new record for the Commonwealth.  
Each jurisdiction in the New River Valley saw an increase in domestic visitor spending in 
2012 vs. 2011.  Increases by NRV locality:  
 

• Floyd County: 2.7% 
• Giles County: 2.6% 
• Montgomery County: 6.3% 
• Pulaski County: 3.8% 
• City of Radford: 2.8% 

 
For more information on the economic impact of tourism in Virginia, please use the following 
link:  www.vatc.org/research/economicimpact.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Keith Marshall 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Joe Carpenter 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Elected Officials in Bold 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 
 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 To receive this newsletter by email contact nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org  
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