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                Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Awards New River Valley Planning           
District Commission Grant for a Two-year Community Health Initiative  

 
The New River Valley Planning District Commission is teaming up with the Virginia Tech Institute for Policy and Governance (VT-IPG) in a 
$172,000 grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  The project, called Healthy NRV, aims to improve the long-term health of 
people in the New River Valley through data driven prioritization as well as engaging young people in assessing and offering steps to 
address health needs in their communities.  A “digital storytelling” component of the grant will involve youth from ages 14 to 17 deployed 
with video cameras to conduct interviews in their communities. The teens will receive instruction in the art of storytelling and also be briefed 
about their communities’ most pressing health problems. The multimedia materials they produce will then be shared using social media and 
other channels.  

The second major facet of the grant, data gathering, will focus on the collection and refinement of regional health indicators and assessment 
data to inform regional planning processes such as the NRV Livability Initiative among others. An integral part of the analysis will be on the 
economic impacts of health needs in the region, best use of available resources, both for private sector and government. 

Other partners of the grant include: 

 Virginia Health Department-New River District  
 Partnership for Access to Healthcare 
 Virginia Rural Health Association 
 LewisGale Hospital at Pulaski 
 Virginia Tech Master of Public Health Degree Program 

 
As a key partner on this project, Dr. Molly O’Dell, Health Director of the New River Health Department said, “This project provides a unique 
opportunity to better understand the health issues in our communities and raise awareness of those issues.  Also, this will involve building 
collaboration between organizations that provide health care alongside of those who are working to make the future of our region the best it 
can be.”   

The issues revolving around the overall health of the region and its economic viability are being evaluated as a part of this effort.  Kevin 
Byrd, Executive Director of the New River Valley Planning District Commission, highlights anticipated outcomes of the project, “Through data 
collection efforts and working with the project partners we will generate new information about how health issues impact local government 
budgets and ultimately local tax payers.  This information will also be useful in supporting a healthier workforce, a direct benefit to the 
private sector.”   

Both the NRVPDC and VT-IPG provided a cash match as part of the requirements of the two-year Roadmaps to Health Community Grant 
award.  The Healthy NRV project team and other Robert Wood Johnson Foundation grantees will build on a model that highlights the critical 
role that factors such as education, jobs, and the environment play in influencing how healthy people are and how long they live.  For further 
information, please contact Tommi Godwin (tgodwin@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 205. 

New River Valley Livability Initiative 
 Feedback has been received from approximately 700 citizens to date: 

o 275 at the Kick-off Summit and other community meetings 
o 100 people and counting through an on-line survey 
o 200 through focus groups  
o 125 in working group meetings 

 The housing, transportation, energy, arts and culture, natural resources and economic development working groups have met to discuss 
strengths and challenges in the New River Valley.  

 The full lists of the strengths and challenges identified are available on our website under each working group page at 
www.nrvlivability.org. 
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Hazard Mitigation 
 
FEMA and VDEM have completed their reviews of the New River Valley Hazard Mitigation Plan and approved the plan (pending its adoption 
by localities who participated in the process). The next (and final step) for the 2011 update is for local councils and boards to adopt the 
plan. Once the plan has been adopted, all participating localities will continue to be eligible for available FEMA funding for mitigation 
funding. 
 
One result of the plan is a ranking of the region’s hazards. The table below displays the identified risk level of hazards in the New River 
Valley: 
 
NRV’s Hazards and Rankings 

High Medium Low 

Freezing Temperatures Drought Landslides 

Flooding Snowfall Wildfires 

High Winds (Non-rotational) Human-caused Earthquake 

 
Ice Storms Rockfall  

  
Karst  

  
Tornado 

 
The plan is the result of many hours of work by a steering committee of locality representatives and regional organizations, working groups 
(including experts in hazard areas), Radford University, and NRVPDC staff. The plan as preliminarily approved can be found at 
http://www.nrvpdc.org/HazardMitigation/2011DraftPlan.html. For further information, please contact Christy Straight 
(cstraight@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 
 

 
The New River Valley 
HOME Consortium has 
been working in Giles 
County, developing 
two housing projects 

that will serve the housing needs of those earning at or 
below 80% of the area median income.  In Giles, this 
means $30,700 for a single-person household.  
 
The Town of Rich Creek has selected to fund an assisted 
living facility; this project combines local HOME funds, 
State CDBG funds, and State HOME funds and is unique 
as it is the first assisted living facility ever funded by 
HOME. 
 
In Giles County 29.3% of total households have at least 
one resident 65 years old or older.  The assisted living 
facility will create 23 single room occupancy (SRO) units, 
and become an extension of the existing Riverview 
Nursing Home located in the Town.  This type of complex 
makes it easier for someone to transition from one level of 
service to another as they age.   
 
Community Housing Partners will be acting as developer 
on this project, with construction slated to begin in the 
spring of 2012. For further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 
ext. 204. 
 

 
New River Valley Revolving Loan Fund 
The New River Valley Development Corporation’s Revolving 
Loan Fund (NRVRLF) has been active over the last several 

months.  Two companies within the New River Valley successfully applied 
for the loan fund and will use the funds to benefit their businesses.  The 
first company is Bootleg BBQ located in Floyd and owned by Jon Beegle.  
The loan will be used to build a vending trailer with a Health Department 
approved commercial kitchen and smoker for the purpose of festival 
vending, street vending and catering. The second company is 3 Birds 
Berry Farm, formerly Crow’s Nest U-Pick Berry Farm, of Blacksburg.  3 
Birds Berry Farm, www.3birdsberryfarm.com, is a U-Pick berry farm that 
will use the funds to build raised beds, improve pathways, and make 
other improvements; all in an effort to make the farm accessible to 
everyone.  These loans will help these small businesses remain competitive 
at present and in the future.   

 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) 
The CEDS Committee began their annual update by meeting on 

November 16th at the NRV Competitiveness Center.  The Committee was 
joined by the New River Valley Livability Initiative’s Economic 
Development Working Group.  The meeting consisted of public and 
private partners discussing the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, 
and threats within the New River 
Valley’s economic situation.  This 
exercise led to discussions on data 
sources for gathering additional data 
to inform the CEDS process as it moves 
forward over the following months.  
The next meeting will be held on 
December 13th.   
 
For further information on the above items, please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639.9313 ext. 206. 
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Janet McNew (left) and Shirl 
Quesenberry 

Farewell and Congratulations 
 
On February 29th Shirl Quesenberry will be retiring from the 
Commission following 35 years of remarkable service to the 
agency!  Shirl joined the PDC staff in 1977 as Secretary to the 
Director.  During her career with the Commission she rose through 
the ranks serving as Administrative Assistant for 17 years and 
Director of Finance and Personnel for the last 10 years.  Each step 
along the way Shirl readily accepted increased responsibility and 
provided leadership that ensured the Commission was financially 
sound for decades.  In order to accomplish this task she excelled in 
utilizing complex spreadsheets and databases that tracked the 
well over $1 million dollar budget annually with upwards of 20 
unique funding sources.  Over the last year of her service Shirl 
guided the agency through an accounting software conversion.  This 
effort was monumental and will leave the agency well positioned 
to manage its complex accounting for years to come.  Aside from 
her professional achievements, Shirl made the PDC more than just a 
place of work, but a place of community.  Her homemade baked 
goods, personal greeting cards, and selfless giving of time and 
energy made the PDC a special place.   

 
Shirl will be taking leave for the 
months of January and 
February, so please stop by 
before the end of December to 
wish her well on the next phase 
of life! 
 
The Commission is pleased to 
announce the promotion of Janet 
McNew to fill the Director of 
Finance and Personnel position.  
Janet has over 12 years of 
experience with the Commission 
serving as Project Manager and 
Program Administrator.  She also 
has over two decades of private 

banking experience.  In her Project Management role Janet 
provided grant administration leadership to the Jacksonville Center 
for the Arts in Floyd and the Tecoa Youth Center in Christiansburg.  
Most recently Janet has served as Program Administrator providing 
financial services to four external agencies, New River/Mount 
Rogers Workforce Investment Board, NRV Development 
Corporation, Virginia’s 1st Regional Industrial Facilities Authority 
and the Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions.  Janet 
also played a key role in the financial software conversion and is 
well oriented for the new challenge.   
 
 
 

 

Season’s Greetings from the 

New River Valley 

Planning District Commission 

 
 
 
October 27, 2011 
Economic Development 
 Provided technical assistance to the Development 

Corporation to issue loans through NRV Revolving 
Loan Fund to small business in Montgomery County, 3 
Birds Berry Farm (Prices Fork); and another is being 
considered in the Town of Floyd. 

 Two new CEDS members for appointment 
consideration at Commission meeting. 

 United States Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Economic Development and Chief 
Operating Officer, Matt Erskine, coming to visit region 
on November 9th to observe regional success with 
TEMCI project and VT CRC. 

 Participated in discussion at Mountain Lake concerning 
their future operations. 

Transportation 
 VDOT Six-Year Improvement Plan Public Hearing 

scheduled for October 26th at Montgomery County 
Government Center at 6:00pm.  PDC will display rural 
transportation plans for the region.   

 Coordinated meetings with Dana Martin, the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board Member for the 
Salem District, on October 17, 2011.  Several 
localities met with Mr. Martin to discuss upcoming 
Transportation Enhancement grant applications along 
with general transportation issues in their community. 

Regional 
 Volvo Plant Tour POSTPONED from October 27th to 

December 16th 10:00-12:30.  RSVP by December 9th 
to Ken Hall at khall@nrvpdc.org. 

 PDC reconvened Green Infrastructure collaborators on 
October 13th to discuss wrapping up existing report 
due on December 1st and determining future directions 
for the effort. 

 Livability Initiative working groups are taking shape in 
October/November.  Please visit 
www.nrvlivability.org for more information about the 
project and to engage. 

PDC 
 GMS (financial software) returned for a site visit 

October 17-19 and supported further conversion 
efforts. 

 All locality Water Supply Plan adoptions are 
scheduled to be complete by end of October, just 
prior to the November regulation deadline.  

 Advertisement for Director of Finance and Personnel 
position closed on October 21.  Interviews should 
occur in early November. 

 VAPDC meeting with state agency heads on October 
25th to discuss how PDCs can support state agencies 
from a regional perspective. 
 

NRVPDC Commission meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of every 
month, 6:00 p.m., at the New River Valley Competitiveness Center in 
Fairlawn. All meetings are open to the public. 

 

NRVPDC Commission Meeting Summary
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Economic Indicators 
 
Provided by the New River/Mount Rogers 

                     Workforce Investment Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation Enhancement Workshop 
Roanoke, October 12th 
 Reimbursement requests could be delayed.  VDOT’s financial 

system is changing in December – requests after October will not 
be processed until the new system is up.   

 Not billing every 90 days can land your project on the “Dormant 
List” – Feds start wanting money back. 

 If land is donated (as in-kind) only the project footprint value can 
be allocated towards the 
reimbursement. 

 Most states require cash match – 
VA is unique to offer in-kind 
services as match. 

 No reimbursement for overhead 
items. 

 Professional services should be billed at actual cost – exclude 
profit mark-ups. 
 

For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp 
(esharp@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 ext. 210. 

Chapter 870 Regulatory Changes 
 
Chapter 870 of the 2011 Acts of the General Assembly directed 
VDOT to review, solicit public comments, and make appropriate 
changes to the Traffic Impact Analysis Regulations (TIA) (24 VAC 30-
155) and the Secondary Street Acceptance Requirements (SSAR) (24 
VAC 30-92).  VDOT was also directed to review and make changes 
to the Access Management Regulations (AM) (24 VAC 30-72 and 24 
VAC 30-73) with respect to entrances to family subdivisions.  
 
A package of changes to these regulations has been developed and 
approved at the agency level.  The changes are set to go into effect 
by January 1, 2012.  Some of the major changes include:  
 
 Provisions pertaining to subdivision plats and site plans have been 

removed.  
 The trip generation threshold in the TIA regulations requiring the 

submittal of a rezoning proposal to VDOT has increased from 
100 peak hour trips for residential use and 2,500 daily trips for 
other land uses to a new 5,000 vehicle trips per day threshold for 
all land uses.   

 Elimination of the “connectivity index” requirement and the “area 
types” provision from the SSAR.  

 A “low volume commercial entrance” category is created in the 
AM regulations for entrances to land uses that do not generate 
high traffic volumes, but with volumes above those expected from 
private entrances (i.e., driveways serving one to two homes).  The 
lower cost design standards for private entrances will apply to 
this new type of entrance, but the entrance will need to meet a 
stopping sight distance requirement.   
 

The Chapter 870 regulatory changes include modifications beyond 
those identified above.  Further information is available through the 
following link:  www.virginiadot.org/projects/landuse.asp.   
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 
FLOYD COUNTY 
•  FRED GERALD 
•  EVELYN JANNEY 

TOWN OF FLOYD 
•  MIKE PATTON, VICE  
   CHAIR              

GILES COUNTY 
•  RICHARD MCCOY 
•  VACANT 

TOWN OF NARROWS 
•  TOM GARRETT 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
•  RAY CHAMBERS 
•  ANNETTE PERKINS 

TOWN OF PEARISBURG 
•  CHARLES VIA 

PULASKI COUNTY 
•  CHARLES BOPP 
•  JOSEPH SHEFFEY 
•  DOUG WARREN 

TOWN OF PULASKI 
•  LARRY CLEVINGER 
•  MORGAN WELKER 

CITY OF RADFORD 
•  HELEN HARVEY 
•  TIM COX 

TOWN OF RICH CREEK 
•  GARY EATON 

TOWN OF BLACKSBURG 
•  HOLLY LESKO, CHAIR 
•  CECILE NEWCOMB 

RADFORD UNIVERSITY 
•  RICHARD ALVAREZ 

TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
•  HENRY SHOWALTER 
•  SCOTT WEAVER, TREASURER 

VIRGINIA TECH 
•  DAVID DENT 
•  KEVIN SULLIVAN 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 

Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 
 

 
 

Some of what we have learned to date is highlighted below: 
The New River Valley population is aging. By 2030, 36% of Floyd, Giles and Pulaski 
counties will be over the age of 60. Next steps:  How can the New River Valley better 
support our aging population?                                                                                  
Population growth in our region is uneven.  Montgomery County accounts for most of 
the region’s growth (83% from 2000 to 2010), with Floyd at 13% of the total. Next 
steps: What are the current and future impacts of uneven growth on our region?  
Self-employed, business owners now outnumber total jobs in manufacturing.  Next 
steps: What do we know about the growth in small businesses in the NRV?  How can we 
better support these small business owners?  Where are they generating jobs & what are 
the housing needs of those working for these businesses? 
 
Public participation is essential to the New River Livability Initiative planning process – 
please take a moment to fill out our survey and share your ideas about the New 
River Valley, and encourage others to do so as well, 
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/620128/NRV-Livability-Kickoff-Survey. 
 
For additional questions, please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 
202 or Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 222. 
 
 
 
 

 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 
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THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  December 2011 - January 2012 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

 

How to Hire the Right Employees (Part 2) 
 
In the August/September issue of The Competitive Edge, we explored innovative approaches to 
creating the right job description. As you work to create that description, think about the type of 
person you believe you want in that job, because the right person can make a small business 
thrive while the wrong choice can be the dagger to the heart of that business. 
 
What qualities are you looking for? This question may require more analysis than you initially 
think. Consider the particular job at hand and what specific skills and qualities are necessary. If 
it involves fairly administrative tasks such as data entry and filing, you may not want a creative 
go-getter who is looking for challenges, but rather a meticulous and methodical worker. 
Similarly, if the job requires answering the phone, you will want a pleasant phone manner and 
people skills near the top of your list. 
 
Some small business experts suggest evaluating your own skills first, and then hiring someone 
who will complement your work style. For example, if you always forget to return clients' 
phone calls, taking on an extremely focused, conscientious employee could benefit your 
customer service—and, in turn, your bottom line. 
 

 
NRV Competitiveness Center Welcomes New Tenant: 

 
M S  C o n t r a c t i n g  
Formed in 2010, the owner of MS Contracting, Mike Sayers, saw a hole to fill in the construction 
industry. MSC specializes in demolition, grading, site preparation and utility installation. Being 
licensed, bonded and fully insured, MSC can be the main contractor for your project. For 
additional information, call Mike at 540-605-0604. 
 
 
 

 
 

For Competitiveness Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  
 
 

http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html
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                Transportation Equipment Manufacturing Competitiveness Initiative (TEMCI) Awards for   
Second Round of Funding 

 
Nine projects have been approved for Southwest Virginia’s transportation equipment manufacturing industry. The grants provide 
funding to make industrial plants more efficient, fuel new product creation, or beef up company research-and-development 
efforts.   
 
The largest grant recipient for the second round is Dex Truck Parts, headquartered in Floyd.  Five other companies successfully 
competed for the grants:  Volvo Trucks North America in Dublin, Salem Vent in Salem, Dynax America in Roanoke, Graham-
White in Salem, and TRW Automotive in Atkins. 
 
The grants are issued under a U.S. EDA project focused on the transportation equipment manufacturing sector of Southwest 
Virginia. The money is designated to provide technical assistance that supports company growth and  job creation. In most cases 
Virginia Tech College of Engineering faculty or experts from the GENEDGE Alliance will offer research guidance. 
 
Over the two rounds of funding to date, more than $1.2 million has been invested in the region’s transportation equipment 
manufacturing sector.  The leadership team for this program sees lots of promise in these projects creating new jobs in the region.  
This program is also helping companies retain jobs and solidify their presence in the region for the future. 
 
A third and final round of grant funding is underway.  The decision process will conclude in March and projects will begin in mid-
May.  Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) and their suppliers in the transportation equipment manufacturing sector from 
Roanoke Valley, Allegheny Highlands, and from the New River Valley to Washington County are eligible.  For information on 
TEMCI please contact Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 206. 
 

New River Valley Livability Initiative 
 
Working Groups: 
We currently have 130 people participating in 6 working groups: Energy, Natural Resources & Water Infrastructure, Housing, 
Economic Development, Arts and Culture and Transportation. The first Community Health working group meeting was held at the 
end of January. The working groups have been identifying issues, incorporating citizen feedback, and collecting/analyzing data 
around major issues and trends. The working group schedule and notes are all posted on the Livability Initiative website: 
www.nrvlivability.org 
 
Citizen Feedback: 
Major themes that have already emerged include: 
 Explore tourism potential based on the arts, cultural heritage, and outdoor 

recreation 
 Protection of water quality 
 Preserve open space, farmland, forests, and scenic landscapes 
 Develop policies that encourage energy conservation and efficiency 
 Support opportunities that increase the viability of farming/agriculture 
 Provide alternative transportation options between localities 
 Foster self-reliance in individuals, communities, and our region 
 Encourage development patterns that preserve natural resources and scenic beauty 
                                        
 Continued on Page 5 
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Regional Learning Experience – Volvo Trucks North America 
 

The PDC continued its regional learning experience program with a guided tour of the Volvo Trucks North America facility 
in Dublin on December 16, 2011. 
 
PDC commissioners, PDC staff, local elected officials, local government staff, and other invited guests, toured Volvo’s 1.6 
million square foot facility gaining valuable insight into the region’s largest manufacturing facility.  The Volvo staff pointed 
out that Volvo makes significant contributions not only to the economic 
well-being of the region but also to the social and environmental 
fabric.  The guided tour followed the major steps in cab assembly.  
Each stop along the way Volvo staff shared transformative projects 
which focus on building better trucks while increasing employee 
satisfaction and safety.  
 
In the coming months the PDC staff will continue the Regional Learning 
Experiences program to further explore unique issues in the region. 
 
If you would like to host a Regional Learning Experience or would like 
more information, please contact Ken Hall at khall@nrvpdc.org or 
Kevin Byrd at kbyrd@nrvpdc.org.  
 

 
Baskerville Neighborhood Rehab Project 
 

The housing rehabilitation grant underway in the 
Baskerville neighborhood of Pulaski County has been 
making significant progress over the last few months.  
DHCD recently conducted its first interim compliance 
review, monitoring for effective financial and 
administrative implementation of the project. 
 

To date, the Baskerville Neighborhood rehab project has: 
 
 One rehabilitation complete 
 Three homes under construction 
 One home where bids have just been awarded 
 Three substantial reconstructions ready for bid 
 Several homeowners underway in the income 

verification process 
 

In addition to rehabilitation work, the project also includes 
water and sewer upgrades within the neighborhood, which 
is served by Town of Dublin utilities.  Infrastructure design 
work has already been completed, with construction 
scheduled for 2013. 
 
This rehab project is funded through a $1,000,000 grant 
from the Department of Housing and Community 
Development and nearly $300,000 of additional funding 
from local HOME funds, Southeast Rural Community 
Assistance Project, Pulaski County, the Town of Dublin, and 
Weatherization funds.   
 
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie 
(jwilsie@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 ext. 204. 

 
New River Valley Revolving Loan Fund 
Two more companies have received loans through the New 
River Valley Revolving Loan Fund.  The first, TechPad, LLC of 
Blacksburg, www.techpad.org, offers co-working space for 

technology based businesses involved in software development, 
electronics design and development, and services consulting.  Bob 
Summers, President, is using the space to encourage entrepreneurship 
within the region while utilizing Virginia Tech’s students and other 
resources that are right across Main Street from TechPad.  
 
Healing Tree Wellness Center of Floyd, www.healingtreehealth.com, is 
an “integrated holistic health center, specializing in pain relief and 
health recovery”.  Ivan and Lynise Anderson, co-owners of Healing 
Tree, are moving their facility from their location on Christiansburg 
Pike to a location closer to downtown Floyd on Main Street.  The funds 
will go toward upfitting their new space to meet the needs of their 
growing business. 
 
For 2011, four companies received loans for a total of $50,000. 
   

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) 
The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
Committee, along with the NRV Livability Initiative’s 

Economic Development Working Group, has been meeting monthly 
since November to discuss the future of the NRV’s economy.  The 
committee to this point has done a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, threats) analysis, discussed the contributing factors to 
identified weaknesses, and discussed projects that would remedy those 
weaknesses.  The CEDS Committee will meet again on February 14th at 
9:00 AM to continue the process. 
 
For further information on the above items, please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 ext. 206. 
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Green Infrastructure 
The Green Infrastructure Initiative published the New River Valley 
Green Infrastructure Guidebook in January. The project was 
funded by the Virginia Department of Forestry, with participation 
from citizens, member governments, regional non-government 
organizations, and state agencies.   
 
In addition, the Green Infrastructure Initiative was awarded an 
2011 Innovation Award by the National Association of 
Development Organizations (NADO). The Initiative has become a 
framework for identifying natural resource features of the region, 
mapping the features, and starting conversations about local 
natural resource goals and priorities. Work completed through the 
Green Infrastructure Initiative is being built upon by the Livability 
Initiative Natural Resources Working Group.  
 

HealthyNRV 
Ten youth participants joined the intensive three-day digital 
storytelling workshop in December. The training was made possible 
by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation as part of a two year 
community health initiative “HealthyNRV.” Participants have 
brainstormed ideas about health in their local communities and 
created short story-based videos to share their experience and 
their hopes for the future.  
 

For more information on the above items, please contact Tommi 
Godwin (tgodwin@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 205. 
 

Social Media Workshop Held 
 
Local government and 
PDC staff attended a 
workshop which 
addressed the use of 
social media by public 
sector organizations. The 
workshop was held on 
January 20th at the New 
River Valley 
Competitiveness Center 
in Fairlawn.  

 
The workshop was led by Sandy Ratliff, Business Services Manager 
with the Virginia Department of Business Assistance (VDBA). She 
focused on the use and application of social media in economic 
development, community engagement, and government relations.  
 
Connecting with citizens/stakeholders involves going “where they 
are.” Increasingly, citizens are spending time online in social media 
platforms, which are growing in influence as a source of news and 
information.  
 
The session addressed the advantages and challenges associated 
with use of Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Linkedin. While social 
media can be a powerful tool, Ms. Ratliff stressed the importance 
of having a social media strategy/policy and plan of action in 
place. Those who are interested can follow Sandy Ratliff on Twitter 
at @sandyratliff. 

 
 
 
January 26, 2012 
 
HealthyNRV 
 Digital story telling with youth took place December 16-

19, 2011.  Youth from Eastern Montgomery, Narrows and 
Pulaski involved with first year.  Second year will be three 
different areas in region.  HealthyNRV video will be 
posted on Livability Initiative website. 

 Community Health Working Group first meeting is 1/31 at 
Pulaski Community Hospital at 12:00.  Lunch provided by 
hospital.  RSVP to Tommi Godwin at tgodwin@nrvpdc.org. 

Local Government Assistance 
 Blacksburg Business Climate Task Force Final Report being 

presented 1/31 to Council. 
 PDC hosted Social Media in Local Government workshop 

1/20 at 10:00am. 
 PDC began coordinating Local Government Managers 

informal meeting starting in February. 
Regional 
 Volvo Plant Tour held on December 16th; approximately 

25 attendees across region. 
 NRV Hazard Mitigation Plan is in process of being 

approved by local governments. 
 Hazard Mitigation Project Proposal: Mapping flash flood 

prone areas and vulnerable infrastructure.  Pre-application 
due to VA Dept of Emergency Management 1/31.   

 Final report for NRV Green Infrastructure Guidebook 
being prepared for 1/31 deadline.   

 Livability Initiative working groups are actively meeting.  
Visit www.nrvlivability.org for more information about the 
project and to engage. 

PDC 
 Started in-house professional development program in 

December.  
 Office Manager hired and will start on February 1st to fill 

Janet McNew’s position following her promotion to Director 
of Finance and Personnel.   

 NRVPDC is on Facebook, Twitter and a newly created 
blog!  “Like us”/”Follow us” to receive updates on projects 
and meetings.   

VAPDC 
 Winter Conference held in conjunction with VACO/VML 

February 9-10 in Richmond.  VAPDC portion will be 
Thursday evening and Friday morning.  Commissioners and 
local governments are encouraged to attend VAPDC. 

 HB823 proposes to restrict PDC enabling legislation to 
solid waste, water supply, other environmental and 
transportation.  

 
The December 2011 Commission meeting was canceled. 

 
 

NRVPDC Commission meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of every 
month, 6:00 p.m., at the New River Valley Competitiveness Center in 
Fairlawn. All meetings are open to the public. 

 

NRVPDC Commission Meeting Summary
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Economic Indicators 
 
 

Taxable Sales 
The dollar amount of taxable sales increased 
throughout the NRV jurisdictions between the 1st and 
2nd quarters of 2011.  Pulaski County showed the 
largest increase ($6,978,009) with Radford City 
showing the smallest increase ($740,294). 
 

                          Taxable Sales

2011 2011
Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr

Floyd County 13,148,636 15,411,400

Giles County 30,244,679 31,895,119

Montgomery County 222,984,017 225,810,066

Pulaski County 70,992,738 77,970,747

Radford City 17,391,530 18,131,824
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.  

 
 
Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 2nd quarter employment and wage data 
for 2010 and 2011 shows an increase in average 
employment of 1,715 (2.7%) persons. The weekly 
wage increased ($9) and the number of 
establishments decreased (9 or .2%). 
 
 

Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages

Year Period
Average 

Establishments
Average 

Employment
Average Weekly 

Wage
2011 2nd Qtr. 3,953 65,682 $667 

2011 1st Qtr. 3,940 63,772 $677 

2010 4th Qtr. 4,012 64,440 $732 

2010 3rd Qtr. 3,974 63,643 $703 

2010 2nd Qtr. 3,962 63,967 $658 

-9 1,715 $9 

Source: Virginia Workforce Connection: Labor Market Statistics,

            Covered Employment and Wages Program.

Growth/Change

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inaugural Freight Summit and 
Governor’s Transportation Conference  
(December 6th – 9th, Norfolk, Virginia) 
 

 In 2012, $350M will need to transfer from VDOT’s construction 
program into maintenance. 

 Currently 25% of the traffic along I-81 through the NRV is trucks; 
40-60% of that truck traffic has neither an origin or destination in 
Virginia. 

 Currently 40 tons of freight are moved per person each year; by 
2030 108 million additional tons of freight will move through 
Virginia. 

 I-95 will be tolled in 1-2 locations; as a result VDOT’s ability to 
toll I-81 has been rescinded. 

 Former US Secretary of Transportation, Samuel Skinner stated 
that “shovel ready projects” will go away.  Those who can 
demonstrate the effectiveness/ability to spend federal funding 
will receive it. 

 Governor McDonnell shared several transportation initiatives 
including: 
o Increase transportation’s portion of the state sales tax, from 

0.5 cents to 0.75 cents, over next 8 years.  Proposed 2012 
increase to 0.55 cents will generate $110M in new revenue. 

o First 1% over 5% growth in revenue will go towards 
transportation. 

o 75% of end surplus will be dedicated towards transportation. 
o Tax revenues generated from transportation related projects 

will dedicate a portion back into the transportation fund. 
o $4B over the next 3 yrs will leverage $9B in Public Private 

Partnerships (PPPs). 
o Recent study showed that $4B invested in transportation = 

$13B economic impact + 100,000 jobs 
 
For further information on transportation issues, please contact Elijah 
Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 ext. 210. 

New River/Mount Rogers Workforce 
Investment Board 
 
The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Area Consortium 
Board (Elected Officials) will be conducting a competitive procurement 
by issuing a Request for Proposals for WIA service delivery in PY’12 
(July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013).  Proposals will be received no later 
than March 16, 2012 from qualified entities to deliver Adult, Youth 
and Dislocated Worker services to the citizens of the New River 
Valley and Mount Rogers Area.  It is projected that WIA 2 will 
receive approximately two million dollars in PY’12 to provide 
allowable employment and training services as outlined in the 
Workforce Investment Act of 1998.  The primary emphasis will be to 
provide the necessary services and training that will enable our 
citizens to increase their educational levels as well as to properly 
equip them with training that will allow them to gain the necessary 
skills to be able to secure employment leading to economic self 
sufficiency.  All interested qualified entities are invited to submit a 
proposal.  For questions or technical assistance regarding proposal 
submission please contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org) at (540) 
633-6764. 
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We are starting to plan for the next phase of outreach which we hope will 
enable partners on the project to better understand citizen needs, priorities, and 
preferences as well as increase dialogue, understanding, and more meaningful 
involvement in local and regional decision-making.  

 
To those ends, we are developing an innovative ‘planning game’ called BUILT.  
Moving through a series of individual and group exercises, participants wrestle 
with their own preferences around different types of things you might find in a 
typical community – from a farmer’s market to a sports arena to a mobile home 
park.  Since not all people feel the same way about these different land uses, 
the activities lead to lively discussions as groups attempt to integrate many 
different “pieces” in a way that respects individual needs and preferences while 
working to “construct” a theoretical community that could function well for a 
variety of citizens – children, working adults, seniors, etc.  For additional 
questions, please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 202 or Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 222. 
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2012 Breakfast Briefings Legal Seminars 
 

The Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce recently announced upcoming dates for Breakfast 

Briefing Legal Seminars. The first for 2012 will be held on Thursday, March 22nd at 7:30 am at 

MK’s Pizzeria on State Park Road (I‐81, exit 101) and is titled “Guns, Drugs, and Videotape”. 

This session will discuss a number of less common but important issues involving workplace 

premises issues, substance abuse policies, and workplace privacy concerns. Specifically, this 

session will discuss the legal issues surrounding guns in the workplace, workplace violence, 

drug‐free workplace programs, and the creation and use of recorded communications in a 

workplace setting. For more information, call the Chamber at 540‐674‐1991. 

 

 

NRV Competitiveness Center Space Availability 
 

The Competitiveness Center has experienced a great deal of success over the past year. 

However, office space remains available to those new businesses looking to move from the 

basement to “official work space”. For tours and additional information, contact the Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
For Competitiveness Center  

information contact: 
Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  
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                New River Valley HOME Consortium:  Assisted Living for the Town of Rich Creek 
 
 
Through a funding partnership of local HOME, State HOME, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), and private funds, 
Riverview Commons, Inc, a non-profit corporation, and the Town of Rich Creek will be constructing a 23-bed assisted living community.  
Assisted living facilities provide support for certain daily tasks, medication distribution, or coordination of health care for individuals 
who are no longer able to live independently, but who do not need 24-hour nursing home care.  
 
Riverview Commons has been designed to emphasize a residential environment versus an institutional approach.  The 10,000 square 
foot building will include 23 individual rooms on one floor arranged around a central courtyard, providing each room with natural 
daylight.  The handicapped accessible rooms will range in size from 250-295 square feet and each room will have a private 
bathroom.  Five of the 23 rooms will be earmarked for individuals receiving auxiliary grant assistance (AG), a supplement to income 
for recipients of Supplemental Security Income and reserved specifically for assisted living residents.  Typically, the income of AG 
recipients equate to 30% of the area median income.  The remaining units will be for individuals earning less than 60% of the area 
median income, or $23,040 per year. 
 
The project comes at a time when Census projections show that by the year 2030, one in four residents of Giles County will be over the 
age of 65.  An assisted living facility will provide a much needed service to cover the gap between those who are able to live 
independently at home with little to moderate outside assistance and those who are in 24 hour nursing facility care. 
 
Community Housing Partners has been selected as developer and architect of Riverview Commons and will be bringing their 
experience in green building techniques to the project.  The EarthCraft ™ certified building will include a solarium and solar panels.   
 
This project marks the first time an assisted living facility has ever been funded by CDBG and HOME funds and represents significant 
innovation and cooperation amongst staff and funders.  Construction will begin in the summer of 2012.  For further information, contact 
Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 

New River Valley Livability Initiative 
 

Working Groups: 
 The Housing working group reviewed and identified housing and demographic data pulled together by Virginia 

Tech's Center for Housing Research. The group also developed goals around six priority themes: support for an 
aging population, development patterns, new construction, housing affordability, existing housing stock, and a 
better jobs and housing balance. 

 The Natural Resources working group reviewed natural resource data on biodiversity, biomass energy, forest cover, intact 
landscapes, and air quality and also developed initial goals for these natural resource features. 

 The Economic Development working group reviewed proposed changes to the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
(CEDS) project ranking criteria and goals and objectives. 

 The Community Health working group identified four core community health themes, which include chronic conditions/prevention, 
access to care, knowledge and education, and healthy behaviors. 

 The Arts and Culture working group developed goals around arts education, tourism marketing, increasing dialogue and 
collaboration, the role of arts in building community character, and increasing funding support.  

The working group schedule and all previous meeting notes are posted on the Livability Initiative website: www.nrvlivability.org. 
 

Citizen Feedback: 
In the fall of 2011 and winter of 2012, Sara Cobb, the Director of the Center for the Study of Narrative and Conflict Resolution at 
George Mason University worked with a team of graduate students to analyze citizen feedback received through the Livability 
Initiative through the winter of 2012.  As part of this student project, the group analyzed well over 2,000 citizen comments and  
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Planning Commissioner Training 
 

This year’s training event for local planning commissioners is scheduled for May 23rd, 6:00 p.m., in the New River Room at the 
New River Valley Competitiveness Center.  With input from local planning staff, the focus of the event is historic structure/district 
revitalization.  The program will feature a panel discussion consisting of the following individuals, each of whom brings a unique 
perspective to the table:    
 

 Bob Adams, President of HD Advisors, a consulting firm that works with Virginia Community Capital on revitalization 
projects;  

 Michael Pulice, architectural historian with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources Western Regional Office; and 
 Joe Fortier, Taylor Hollow Construction, a local contractor who has successfully renovated several historic downtown 

buildings in the New River Valley. 
 
A formal announcement/flyer with dinner cost and registration information will be distributed to local planning staff contacts in 
early April.  For further information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 217. 
 

 
Transportation Equipment 
Manufacturing Competitiveness 
Initiative (TEMCI) 

The third round of projects for the Transportation 
Equipment Manufacturing Competitiveness Initiative 
were reviewed by the Regional Leadership Team on 
March 29, 2012.  These projects will fit into one of 
three categories:   
 

 Product Development 
 Process Improvements 
 Energy Savings 

 
Companies involved in transportation equipment 
manufacturing from Botetourt County to Bristol are 
eligible for these funds from the Economic  
Development Administration.  Each company will be 
assigned a technical expert from the Virginia Tech 
College of High Performance Manufacturing, or 
another college, to complete the project.  
 
    

Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) 
The Comprehensive Economic Development 

Strategy Committee, along with the NRV Livability 
Initiative’s Economic Development Working Group, 
has been meeting monthly since November to discuss 
the future of the NRV’s economy.  Most recently, the 
Committee made modifications to two sections of the 
CEDS; goals and objectives and project ranking 
criteria.  These changes were presented to the 
Planning District Commission on March 22, 2012.   
 
For further information on the above items, please contact 
Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 
ext. 206. 
 
  

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board in 
partnership with the Shenandoah Valley Workforce Investment Board and 
the Western Virginia Workforce Development Board recently received 
notification that they had been awarded $5,000,000 over a four year 
period for a Valley Workforce On-the-Job Training (OJT) initiative.  This 
project will address the needs of targeted high growth and H-IB visa 
occupations in health care and advanced manufacturing.  The initiative will 
offer OJT and related supplemental training as OJT support for the long 
term unemployed, underemployed, dislocated and unemployed workers.  In 
addition to workforce investment partners, other partners include Lord 
Fairfax Community College, Dabney S. Lancaster Community College, Blue 
Ridge Community College, Massanutten Technical Center, Valley Technical 
Center, the Shenandoah Valley Partnership, the Virginia Department of 
Labor and Industry- Registered Apprenticeships, and the Virginia 
Department of Business 
Assistance.  Engaged employer 
partners include Valley Health 
Systems, LewisGale Hospital-
Alleghany, MeadWestvaco 
Corporation, Monoflo 
International, O’Sullivan® Films, 
Inc., Interbake Foods LLC, HP 
Hood LLC, and Kraft Foods. 
 
Specific training activities related to the training strategy include three 
training approaches, with the primary strategy being on-the-job training to 
be provided for every participant.  To support the OJT effort, the second 
type of training includes supplemental training, which may include classroom 
occupational training, contextualized learning, and hybrid learning through 
community colleges and/or technical centers.  Additional training strategies 
offer a wrap around, supportive approach to training as the foundation for 
sustained employment and include education provider delivered training 
prior to OJT and/or during OJT in support of employer provided training.  
One of the training strategies is a career changer model which is a full time, 
intensive, customized model that will immerse the job seeker into training.  
Other models in health care occupations include non-traditional training 
delivery methods with weekend courses, condensed delivery or non-
standard semesters.  The third type of training in support of OJT is the use 
of registered apprenticeships to include classroom instruction related 
training plus OJT learning and work experience.  For questions or technical 
assistance regarding proposal submission please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org) at (540) 633-6764. 
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HealthyNRV 
The Community Health working group has met three times, working to 
identify health needs and priorities across the New River Valley. 
Pulaski Hospital has generously provided meeting space and 
refreshments for the meetings. The working group is informed by PDC 
Staff, local citizens, members of Partnership for Access to Healthcare 
(PATH), and representatives from the Virginia Tech Institute for Policy 
and Governance (IPG) to develop health-related goals specific to the 
New River Valley. The working group developed four health themes 
for that purpose: 1) Chronic Conditions/ Prevention, 2) Access to 
Healthcare, 3) Healthy Behaviors, 4) Knowledge and Education. The 
working group wants to hear from the community. Please join the 
conversation if you are able. 

 
Youth participants with 
HealthyNRV are in the 
production phase of their 
second round of health-
issue videos. Each of the 
three student groups is 
planning a community 
event centered on their 
chosen health topic. Be 
on the look-out for 

exciting youth-driven events in Shawsville, Narrows, and Pulaski in 
April and May. For more information please contact Tommi Godwin 
(tgodwin@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 205. 

Hazard Mitigation 
The New River Valley Hazard Mitigation plan has been completed 
and adopted by all participating localities! This continues their 
eligibility to receive FEMA funding for mitigation activities. The plan is 
available on-line at www.nrvpdc.org/HazardMitigation/ 
HazardMitigationPlanning.html. New features include interactive 
mapping that lets you zoom into the neighborhood level to see the 
potential risk for a number of natural hazards (including flooding, 
severe temperatures, tornadoes).  For further information, please 
contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 209. 

Ride Solutions 
Once again, RIDE Solutions is putting on a Clean Commute campaign 
to encourage commuters to use a cleaner commute mode – biking, 
walking, riding the bus, carpooling – on one or more Fridays in May. 
Participants pledge to use a cleaner commute mode, register their 
miles online, and are entered for a prize drawing. More information 
and events will be posted on-line at http://www.ridesolutions.org/ 
cleancommute/index.shtml as planning progresses. 
 
We are planning now to repeat last year’s Fix Fest in April and Clean 
Commute Fridays in May. Year 2 of Blacksburg’s Fix Fest was so 
successful —over 70 bikes were tuned up – that we are doing it again 
and expanding to Christiansburg and Radford. Keep your eye out for 
details on the RIDE Solutions Facebook page (and like us if you have 
not already).  If you are interested in setting up a Bike Month or Clean 
Commute event in your community, we can help.  Already have an event 
planned? Let us know and we will post it to the website.  For further 
information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 

 
 
 

February 23, 2012 
Economic Development 
 NRV Revolving Loan Fund was featured on WSLS 10, see 

NRVPDC Facebook page for link to the video. 
 Local governments received correspondence on identifying 

CEDS projects in February. 
Transportation 
 I-95 tolling study underway and should be complete by 

September. I-95 tolling will preclude I-81 from being tolled in 
the future.  

 State is continuing to pursue “P3” projects (public-private 
partnerships) in light of decreasing construction dollars. Let PDC 
know of local project ideas. 

Regional 
 Virginia Tourism Corporation creating Statewide Tourism Plan. 

Stakeholder input session held in Wytheville 2/8. Sub-regional 
plans may be a product of state plan. 

 Hazard Mitigation Project Proposal: mapping flash flood prone 
areas and vulnerable infrastructure. Passed pre-application 
stage. Full application due April 30. PDC will discuss 
participation with localities in more detail in March. 

PDC 
 Continuing conversation with Jim Youngquist with Southeast 

Regional Directors Institute (SERDI) regarding NRVPDC 
Strategic Plan/Assessment. 

March 22, 2012 
Economic Development 
 ARC Grant awards for 2012 announced: Giles County 

Tourism Enhancement, $76,000; Floyd County EDA-Two 
Clean Room Environments, $369,000; Jacksonville Center 
for the Arts-Capacity Building Capital Improvements, 
$157,000; Friends of Southwest Virginia-Creative 
Economy Foundation, $500,000 

 Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Grant Notice 
released.  PDC will be convening partners to discuss 
potential grant application to support the development of 
industry clusters in the region.  

Transportation 
 Approval of Rural Transportation Work Program FY 13. 
Regional 
 Ribbon cutting for Broadband project is scheduled for 

April 25th,1:00 p.m. at the NRV Competitiveness Center. 
 Digital story telling video training taking place March 22-

24.  NRV Livability Initiative coordinated training with a 
remarkable interest from the community to learn this 
skill/art. 

 Livability Initiative: The March Project Update along with 
Core Priorities and Values from Public Input Report were 
available for review.  Two PDC staff members along with 
Robert Hiss, Pulaski County Assistant County Administrator, 
Jessica Wirgau, Executive Director NRV Community 
Foundation and Lydeana Martin, Floyd County Community 
Development Director attended convening of rural 
grantees for sustainable communities program.  Significant 
opportunity to exchange ideas on how best to engage 
public and ensure the work of the NRV Livability Initiative 
is locally driven (www.nrvlivability.org). 

 

NRVPDC Commission Meeting Summaries 
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Economic Indicators 
 
 

Population 
July 1, 2011 population estimates show that the New River 
Valley increased in population (.4%) from 2010. Floyd 
County showed the largest percentage increase (1.3%) 
while Pulaski County showed the largest decrease. 
 

Population

Jurisdiction April 1, 2010 July 1, 2011 % Change

Floyd County 15,279 15,484 1.3%

Giles County 17,286 17,279 0.0%

Montgomery County 94,392 94,996 0.6%

Pulaski County 34,872 34,635 ‐0.7%

Radford City 16,408 16,532 0.8%

NRVPDC 178,237 178,926 0.4%

Virginia 8,001,024 8,096,604 1.2%

Source: July 1, Population Estimates for Virginia and its Counties and Cities,

Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service, Demographics & Wokforce Group.

 (January 30, 2012).

 
New Vehicle Registrations 
Car registrations decreased throughout the District 
between the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2011 with 
Montgomery County showing the largest decrease (137). 
Truck registrations increased in most localities with Giles 
County showing an increase of 9 registrations and Pulaski 
showing the only decrease. 
 

Car Registrations

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2011 4th Qtr 2011 % Change

Floyd County 79 58 ‐26.6%

Giles County 97 82 ‐15.5%

Montgomery County 472 335 ‐29.0%

Pulaski County 191 148 ‐22.5%

Radford City 81 61 ‐24.7%

Total 920 684 ‐25.7%

Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

 
Truck Registrations

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2011 4th Qtr 2011 % Change

Floyd County 20 21 5.0%

Giles County 21 30 42.9%

Montgomery County 78 82 5.1%

Pulaski County 55 54 ‐1.8%

Radford City 10 13 30.0%

Total 184 200 8.7%

Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

 
 
 

FY 13 – 18 SYIP Around the Corner 
 The Six-Year Improvement Program Public (SYIP) Hearing is 

scheduled for April 24th, beginning at 6 pm at Northside High 
School in Roanoke (6758 Northside High School Rd.). 

 PDC Staff attended the Virginia Planning and Programming 
Winter Meeting in Richmond on February 8, 2012. 

 The hierarchy of critical transportation projects in Virginia was 
presented by VDOT administration as follows: 

1. Fund deficits on underway project phases 

2. Maximize the use of federal funds  

3. Fund underway project phases 

4. Fund deficient bridges and paving projects 

5. Increase funding for Preliminary Engineering 

6. Support Public-Private Transportation Projects 

7. Allocate funds consistent with how they will be 
obligated 

 No funding for capacity expansion projects 

 Using this list to develop local transportation priorities may 
increase the potential of funding. 

 To view existing projects on the SYIP visit this link: 
http://syip.virginiadot.org/Pages/allProjects.aspx  

 The PDC is coordinating project viewing field visits for each 
locality in the NRV with VDOT Resident and District Office 
Staff in April. 

  
For further information on transportation issues, please contact Elijah 
Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313 ext. 210. 
 

PDC Welcomes New Staff Member 
 

The PDC welcomes Julie Phillips to 
its staff as Office Manager.  Julie 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Design from Radford University.  
Soon after graduating from 
Radford University Julie became a 
permanent New River Valley 
resident, working in both 
administrative and design positions 
for the past eight years.  Her 
administrative work focused on 
organizing and scheduling daily 
office procedures as well as 
working with the financial aspects 

using QuickBooks.  Julie is excited to join the PDC staff and 
become part of the regional services provided by the Commission.  
She can be reached at (540) 639-9313, ext. 216 or 
jphillips@nrvpdc.org. 
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identified the following key themes: self-sufficiency, self-reliance, independence, 
sustainability, preservation, and innovation. This review helps to better inform the 
project goals and strategy development around key issues emerging from the Livability 
Initiative planning process. The report is available on-line at www.nrvlivability.org. 
 
Community Outreach: 
Outreach activities in April include a series of digital stories and summary factsheets by 
topic area.  A digital storytelling workshop, was held March 22-24  at Virginia Tech. 
Digital storytelling is a compelling tool for education, outreach, and engagement. 15 
"Teams" participated in the workshop, representing the ten element areas of the Livability 
Initiative as well as the localities that comprise the NRV. Participants included consortium 
partners, advisory members, and citizens who have been actively engaged in the working 
group process.  Each team worked to develop a 3-5 minute video that spoke to important 
issues citizens of the NRV are grappling with as well as some of the data emerging from 
the various working groups. These digital storytelling techniques were offered as a 
capacity-building opportunity for the whole region to create new tools for communicating 
issues of community importance to a wider audience.  For additional questions, please 
contact Kim Thurlow  (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 202 or Carol Davis 
(cdavis@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 222. 
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THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  April-May 2012 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

BAE Systems Wins U.S. Army Contract for Management and Operations of 
the Radford Army Ammunition Plant (RfAAP) 

 

BAE Systems moved into the New River Valley Competitiveness Center in early 2010 to develop new 
business opportunities within southwest Virginia.  “Headquartered in Arlington, Virginia, BAE Systems, 
Inc. employs approximately 46,000 employees in the United States, United Kingdom, Sweden, Israel, 
Germany, Mexico, and South Africa, and generated 2011 sales of $14.4 billion. BAE Systems, Inc. 
provides support and service solutions for current and future defense, intelligence, and civilian systems; 
designs, develops and manufactures a wide range of electronic systems and subsystems for both 
military and commercial applications; produces specialized security and protection products for law 
enforcement and first responders; and designs, develops, produces, and provides service support of 
armored combat vehicles, artillery systems, and munitions (baesystems.com).”  
 

BAE Systems has recently been selected to 
manage, operate and maintain the Radford 
Army Ammunition Plant (RfAAP).  The 
contract includes a ten‐year base with three 
five‐year options, possibly extending the 
award through 2037.  Initially, the Army has 
awarded approximately $850 million to the 
company for the first ten years.   
 
The plant will be operated by BAE Systems 
Ordnance Systems, Inc., a business area of 

BAE Systems Support Solutions.  Ordnance Systems is the current operating contractor for the Holston 
Army Ammunition Plant in Kingsport, Tennessee, under an Army contract awarded in 1998 that extends 
through 2023.  “We will bring to Radford innovative ideas, cost‐effective solutions and demonstrated 
past performance,” said Jerry Hammonds, Vice President and General Manager of Ordnance Systems.  
“We will also bring a proven track record for safe, secure and efficient facility operations.  With Radford, 
the Army should expect the same level of excellent performance that has been provided at Holston.” 
 
“We’re excited about the opportunity to partner with the Army in maintaining this vital facility,” said 
David Herr, President of BAE Systems Support Solutions.  “Radford provides essential products to 
support the men and women around the world who defend our nation.” 
 
BAE Systems will fully manage and operate RfAAP starting July 1, 2012.  For more information, contact 
Tony Hewitt at 423.578.6255 or tony.hewitt@baesystems.com. 
 

‐Special thanks to Tony Hewitt, BAE Systems for contributing to this article. 
 

For Competitiveness Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  
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                     New River Valley – Regional Open Access Network 
 

In early 2003 a group of leaders from education, local government, private business, and economic development came together 
through the New River Valley Planning District Commission (NRVPDC) to assess the telecommunications infrastructure in the region. 
The result was the New River Valley Telecommunications Plan with a goal to develop an open-access service network involving 
inter-county, intra-county and local access through regional coordination and collaboration.  In 2008 the New River Valley 
Network Wireless Authority was created, with members from Pulaski County and 
Giles County, to help accomplish this goal. 
 
Currently, the Wireless Authority is partnering with Citizens Cooperative out of 
Floyd, Virginia, to implement an $11.5 million/186 mile open-access fiber 
network project. The counties involved include Wythe, Floyd, Giles, Montgomery, 
Pulaski, Roanoke, and Botetourt and the City of Radford. This middle-mile 
broadband internet project, New River Valley – Regional Open Access Network 
(NRV-ROAN), is funded by $9.2 million in grant funds from the National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration. Matching funds are being 
provided by the Authority, Citizens Cooperative, and the Virginia Tobacco 
Commission.  
 
On Wednesday, April 25, 2012, representatives from local and state organizations held a joint ribbon cutting ceremony for this 
project and the renaming of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center to the New River Valley Business Center. The Business 
Center, along with numerous schools and other public facilities in the region, will receive increased internet bandwidth as a part 
of this project. NRV-ROAN is scheduled to be completed by December 2012.   For further information, please contact Kevin Byrd 
(kbyrd@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 212. 
 
 

New River Valley Livability Initiative 
 

BUILT NRV: A Game for Community Conversations 
 
The NRV Livability Initiative is introducing an interactive game for citizens called ‘BUILT NRV’ to be played at various venues and with 
a wide variety of groups.  Originally created for Portland, Oregon, the Planning District Commission has worked with the original 
game designers to re-design the game to work in a more rural area.  This game enables people 
to come together and talk about the things that are most important to them when it comes to their 
neighborhoods and communities. Moving through a series of hands-on, interactive exercises and 
thought-provoking questions, participants identify their own priorities and preferences, as well as 
concerns about what they see happening in their communities – and what they would like to see in 
the future.  They also come to better understand how other folks in their community feel about 
development patterns, quality of life issues, housing, jobs, and transportation options. Additionally, 
this game provides an interactive forum for grappling with resource constraints or fiscal 
considerations around public infrastructure and services. 
 
The Livability Initiative is looking for groups throughout the New River Valley who would be interested in playing the game.  If you 
would like to schedule a BUILT NRV event in June or July please contact Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 
222. 
 
Working Groups Update: 
Many of the Livability Initiative working groups are at the stage of identifying key themes around which they are developing 20-year 
goal statements, benchmarks to measure progress toward those goals, and some action strategies that localities can consider for 
implementation in their own communities.                                                                                                              
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Baskerville Neighborhood Rehab Project 
The housing rehabilitation grant underway in the Baskerville neighborhood of Pulaski County has been making significant progress over 
the last few months.  To date, the Baskerville Neighborhood rehab project has: 

 Three rehabilitations complete 

 Two homes under construction 

 Three substantial reconstructions slated for construction in June 

 Two homes where cost estimates are being calculated 

 Several homeowners underway in the income verification process 

The County has committed to rehabilitating or substantially reconstructing 18 homes within the project area.  Applications will continue 
to be accepted until all 18 eligible households have been identified.  To be eligible for rehab assistance, a homeowner must have 
documented need, earn at or below 80% of the area median income, have clear title on the property, and be the legal owner of both 
the home and lot. 
 
This rehab project is funded through a $1,000,000 grant from the Department of Housing and Community Development and nearly 
$300,000 of additional funding from local HOME funds, Southeast Rural Community Assistance Project, Pulaski County, the Town of 
Dublin, and Weatherization funds.  For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 
204. 
 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 
Update 
Each year, staff at the NRVPDC update the region’s 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.  The 
2012 update is nearly complete and includes modifications 
based on recommendations by the CEDS Committee and 
NRVPDC Commissioners.  In total, 45 new projects were 
identified by the CEDS Committee which is made up of 
public and private sector individuals involved or interested 
in the economic health of the region.  The New River Valley 
Livability Initiative’s Economic Development Working 
Group also participated in modifications including project 
identification.  In total, 163 projects have been identified 
as beneficial to the regional economy.  The CEDS will be 
submitted to the Economic Development Administration in 
June.  For further information, please contact Brad 
Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639‐9313, ext. 
206. 
 
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Initiative (TEMCI) 
Three projects were approved for the third round of TEMCI 
funding.  Two of the projects are with Longwood Elastomers 
in Wytheville and the third is with Metalsa Roanoke.  A 
fourth round of marketing to transportation equipment 
manufacturers and suppliers took place in April and May.  
Companies that applied for the fourth round will be 
notified of funding approval in late June, 2012.  
Companies selected for funding will be assigned to a 
project leader from Virginia Tech, primarily from the 
Center for High Performance Manufacturing, or GENEDGE 
Alliance.  At the March Regional Leadership Team meeting 
for TEMCI, representatives from the NRVPDC, Virginia 
Tech, Volvo and GENEDGE Alliance discussed the potential 
lasting impact of TEMCI and are currently working on 
sustaining the project past its funding threshold in 2013.   
For further information, please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639‐9313, ext. 206. 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board, in conjunction 
with the Chief Local Elected Officials Consortium Board, recently completed 
a competitive procurement for service delivery in PY’12.  Contracts to 
deliver WIA services to citizens of the New River Valley and Mount Rogers 
Area were awarded as follows: 
 

One Stop Operator/DLW Service Delivery 
 
People, Inc. of Virginia: 
$525,000 
 

Service Area: All of WIA 2 
 

Adult Service Delivery 
 

New River Valley: 
Goodwill Industries of the Valleys - $211,456 
 

Mount Rogers Area: 
People, Inc. of Virginia - $388,544 
 

Youth Service Delivery 
 

New River Valley: 
Goodwill Industries of the Valleys - $273,525 
 

Mount Rogers Area: 
People, Inc. of Virginia - $426,475 
 

WIA funding for PY’12 (7/1/12 – 6/30/13) was 11.8% less than PY’11 
(see comparison below), however, due to a projected increase in carry-over 
funds, our overall available funding level for PY’12 should be sufficient to 
meet projected need for services. 
 

PY’11/PY’12 Allocations Comparison 
 

 

For further information on the above items, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org) at (540) 633-6764. 
 
 

  PY’11  PY’12  Variance  % Cut 
Adult  $842,522  $767,088  -$75,434  9% 
Youth  $960,572  $904,215  -$56,357  5.9% 
DLW  $878,425  $692,884  -$185,541  21.1% 
Totals  $2,681,519  $2,364,187  -$317,332  11.8% 



 

3 New River Valley News & Views 

Planning Commissioner Training 
 

More than 40 local planning 
commissioners and staff attended a 
training session held on the evening 
of May 23rd at the New River Valley 
Business Center.  The event featured 
a panel discussion on historic 
structure/district revitalization 
moderated by NRVPDC Executive 
Director Kevin Byrd.  The panel 
included:  Bob Adams, President, HD 
Advisors; Joe Fortier, Owner, Taylor Hollow Construction; and Michael Pulice, 
Architectural Historian, Virginia Department of Historic Resources.  For further 
information, please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-
9313, ext. 217. 

K NRV Commerce Park 
 

The New River Valley Commerce Park is working on a targeted marketing 
plan based on a recently completed strategic planning study prepared by 
Leak-Goforth Company, LLC in association with Bruce Facility Planning 
Consultants, LLC. Major components of the plan include a website for 
marketing the Commerce Park; a series of quarterly post card mailers to 
targeted industries, site selection consultants and key economic development 
entities; and an outreach program to prospective tenants. 
 

The website is in design and the first postcard will reach selected targets in 
early June. You can view the progress on the website at 
www.nrvcommercepark.com. The Commerce Park is a prime “greenfield” site 
in the New River Valley and offers prospective tenants a number of benefits 
including flexible, large acreage availability and convenient access to 
markets. 
 

This project is funded in part by the Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) and Virginia Economic Development 
Partnership, through Virginia’s Building Collaborative Communities program to 
Virginia’s First for Commerce Park revitalization. 
 

For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org), 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 

K Ride Solutions 
 

RIDE Solutions partnered with the New River Valley Bicycling Association and 
other event partners to once again celebrate in anticipation of Bike Month 
with the annual Fix Fest.  
 

Free tune-up events happened in April and May in Blacksburg, Christiansburg, 
and Radford. The weather did not quite cooperate in April, but a fair number 
of souls braved the rain and brought their bikes out for basic tune-ups to get 
road-ready for May. This was the first year for the Fix Fest in Christiansburg. 
Volunteers from the Bike Kitchen came out to help with the tune ups for over a 
dozen bikes at the Christiansburg Farmers Market. 
 

The Bike Kitchen also received a number of donations through the Fix Fest 
events. If you are not familiar with the Bike Kitchen and their mission to help 
encourage cycling as reliable transportation in the community, be sure to visit 
their website: http://nrvbike.com/bike-kitchen/. 
 

Every year, RIDE Solutions runs a Clean Commute campaign to encourage 
commuters to use a cleaner commute mode – biking, walking, riding the bus, 
carpooling – on one or more Fridays in May. Participants pledge to use a 
cleaner commute mode, register their miles online, and are entered for a prize 
drawing. Results for this year aren’t in as of press time, but last year, 170 
commuters took the pledge totaling 11,532 miles!  

For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org), 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 
  

 
 
 

April 26, 2012 
Economic Development 
 PDC may partner with Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage for Rural 

Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Grant. 
 Attended Economic Development Financing training by NADO. 
 Attended ARC conference on Local Food Economy in Appalachia.   
Transportation 
 Regional Transit Analysis Resolution was endorsed.  This resolution 

follows a meeting with university commission members who expressed 
a desire to discuss the report with PDC staff prior to consideration of 
the resolution. 

Regional 
 Ribbon cutting for Broadband project was April 25th.  At same event 

there was recognition of name change for the NRV Competitiveness 
Center to NRV Business Center.   

 Hazard Mitigation Project Proposal: PDC hosted an interest meeting 
on 4/17.  The project will involve mapping flash flood prone areas 
and vulnerable infrastructure.  

 Livability Initiative recently began talking with leaders at Farm Bureau 
about partnering on an agricultural survey to better understand future 
needs/desires in agricultural industry.  Hope to launch survey in fall 
while taking time in summer to build relationship with Farm Bureau 
offices.  Visit www.nrvlivability.org for more information about the 
project and to engage.  

 PDC is continuing to coordinate the New River Valley Local 
Government Managers meetings, next meeting May 3rd.   

May 24, 2012 
Economic Development 
 Full CEDS project package reviewed.   
 The NRVPDC is an Economic Development District with the U.S. 

Department of Commerce-Economic Development Administration 
and our 3 year program review is forthcoming.  

Transportation 
 Reviewed NRV Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan (BW-WW-

BW), Rural Long Range Transportation Plan and the MPO 
expansion.   

 The BW-WW-BW Plan won an Excellence in Regional 
Transportation Award from the National Association of 
Development Organizations.    

Regional 
 Site visit on June 22nd to New River Community College 

Renewable Energy Training Facility.  Includes both wind and solar 
skills training.   

 Planning Commissioner/Local Government Training on Historic 
Structure/District Revitalization held on May 23rd.   

 Attended convening of rural grantees for sustainable communities 
program.  Significant opportunity to exchange ideas on how best 
to engage public and ensure the work of the NRV Livability 
Initiative is locally driven (www.nrvlivability.org). 

 Following up on DCR stormwater presentation in April - Mr. Dietz 
provided a definition of land disturbing activity.   

 NRVPDC is redesigning our website.  
VAPDC 
 JLARC is conducting a study on regional incentives and 

cooperation.  
 Summer Conference is scheduled for July 26-28 in Virginia 

Beach. 
 

 

NRVPDC Commission Meeting Summaries 
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Economic Indicators 
Provided by the New River/Mt. Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transportation 
 
PDC Receives National Regional Excellence in Transportation Planning Award 
The Regional Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan was selected to receive a 2012 
award from the National Association of Development Organizations. 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Roundtable 
 Elijah Sharp attended Virginia’s Transportation Panel in Arlington, Virginia on 

March 30, 2012.   
 The event was co-sponsored by the American 

Planning Association and included participants 
from West Virginia, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, and 
Washington, DC.  

 The event topic was Real World Challenges: 
Water, Energy and Transportation – 
Intergovernmental Planning to Solve Complex Problems. 

 The Transportation Panel was moderated by Marsha Fiol, State Transportation 
Planning Director.  Additional Panelists included Brad Shelton, VDOT Senior 
Policy and Planning Specialist; Dironna Belton, Governor’s Office of Intermodal 
Planning and Investment; and Amy Inman, DRPT Manager of Transit Planning. 

 Elijah’s topic was regional transportation planning, featuring Virginia’s Rural 
Long-Range Transportation Plan.  

For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), (540) 
639-9313, ext. 210.  
 

HealthyNRV: 
Narrows High School Youth Host 1st Annual 

Drinking Awareness Fashion Show 
 
On Friday, April 20th, Narrows High School freshmen Jordan Bragg and Victoria Wade 
along with seniors Robin Higginbotham and Lauren Kellison teamed up with support from 
the HealthyNRV program to host the 1st Annual NHS Drinking Awareness Fashion Show.  
Nearly 60 community members attended the event and participated in a facilitated 
discussion regarding risky choices teens and adults make and why.  
 
The local hospital offered health screenings, and the sheriff’s department provided 
pledge cards, asking students to pledge to remain alcohol and drug free for prom.  
Sixteen models participated in the show modeling 
their prom finest with a health-conscious twist.  After 
walking the runway in their best dressed and coifed 
looks, the audience viewed a film produced by 
Bragg and Wade sharing the frightening health 
and community impacts of drinking and driving 
while the models “adjusted” their look to show how 
drinking can also impact the beauty of prom.  The 
impact on the audience was palpable and the 
message was clear – drinking isn’t cool, it isn’t 
attractive and it isn’t safe. 
 
The event was made possible by a grant from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.   For further information, please contact Tommi 
Godwin (tgodwin@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 205.  
 
 
 
 
 

We redesigned our website!  Check it out – www.nrvpdc.org 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 
FLOYD COUNTY 
•  FRED GERALD 
•  EVELYN JANNEY 

TOWN OF FLOYD 
•  MIKE PATTON, VICE  
   CHAIR              

GILES COUNTY 
•  RICHARD MCCOY 
•  LEON LAW 

TOWN OF NARROWS 
•  TOM GARRETT 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
•  RAY CHAMBERS 
•  ANNETTE PERKINS 

TOWN OF PEARISBURG 
•  CHARLES VIA 

PULASKI COUNTY 
•  CHARLES BOPP 
•  JOSEPH SHEFFEY 
•  DOUG WARREN 

TOWN OF PULASKI 
•  LARRY CLEVINGER 
•  MORGAN WELKER 

CITY OF RADFORD 
•  HELEN HARVEY 
•  TIM COX 

TOWN OF RICH CREEK 
•  GARY EATON 
 

TOWN OF BLACKSBURG 
•  HOLLY LESKO, CHAIR 
•  CECILE NEWCOMB 

RADFORD UNIVERSITY 
•  RICHARD ALVAREZ 

TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
•  HENRY SHOWALTER 
•  SCOTT WEAVER, TREASURER 

VIRGINIA TECH 
•  LEIGH LACLAIR 
•  KEVIN SULLIVAN 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
Jan Gilbertson, Newsletter Co-Editor 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Co-Editor 

 

 
 

Additionally: 
 The Arts & Culture working group discussed a desire to begin the process of looking at ways to market 

the cultural and artistic resources of the region as a whole. 
 At the Community Health working group, the HealthyNRV team reported that the kids and Narrows 

High School developed their own community event around prom and the consequences of drugs, alcohol 
use, and driving.  The event was highly successful and is slated to continue in future years. 

 The Economic Development working group finalized its draft of the Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy (CEDS) for the year – with citizen feedback gathered during Livability Initiative 
outreach efforts helping to provide an important new set of perspectives about the kinds of economic 
development that citizens prefer. 

 The Energy working group is focusing its efforts on how to increase the energy self-reliance of the 
region while examining ways for households and businesses to minimize their energy costs. 

 The Natural Resources working group examined drivers behind changes to various natural systems in 
the New River Valley. 

 The Transportation working group refined an overarching vision statement to help clarify the process of 
identifying objectives and strategies. 

For further information, please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 202 
or Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 222.    
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THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  June-July 2012 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 
 

What’s in a Name? 
 
The New River Valley Competitiveness Center name has been changed to the New River Valley 
Business Center. The main reason for the change is to broadly convey the activities within the 
building. The old name did not resonate with the public, was difficult to say and spell, and 
required an explanation regularly. Conversely, NRV Business Center is straight forward and is 
all encompassing, which more accurately reflects the tenant composition. Current tenants at the 
NRV Business Center range from small businesses conducting research and development, to 
BAE Systems preparing for their new role operating the Radford Army Ammunition Plant. The 
NRV Business Center is also home to agencies that serve the region such as REMSI, the New 
River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board and the New River Valley Planning District 
Commission. 

The New River Valley Business Center renaming ceremony occurred at the facility on April 25, 
2012 jointly with the ribbon cutting ceremony for the New River Valley Network Wireless 
Authority middle-mile broadband internet project. The Business Center, along with numerous 
schools and other public facilities in the region, will receive increased internet bandwidth as a 
part of the broadband project. The increased internet capacity will boost the Business Center’s 
appeal as an office and light manufacturing location. 

The NRV Business Center is owned and operated by the 
New River Valley Development Corporation, a partnership 
of local governments in the region. The Business Center 
offers office and light manufacturing space with bundled 
services such as meeting rooms, phone, fax, utilities and 
internet with the intention of helping companies succeed in 
the region. The Development Corporation’s mission is, “to 
grow businesses and jobs through the provision of business 
assistance”. The NRV Business Center is one of the ways 
the Development Corporation implements its mission. 
 
 
 

For Business Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  
 



 
    

    BUILT NRV    

The New River Valley Livability Initiative entered its second year of the planning 
process as well as an exciting new phase of community dialogue and citizen 
engagement.  The project staff worked with Sojourn Theater in Portland, Oregon 
to develop a game called BUILT NRV that enables community groups to “play” 
through a series of challenges while identifying their personal priorities for what 
makes a community a great place to live.  Players uncover complex trade-offs 
and work together to build the kind of place they would like to live, work, and 
play.  So far, the Livability Initiative has hosted nine BUILT games in Giles, Floyd 
and Montgomery County with new events planned for Pulaski in the coming weeks.  
If you or a group you belong to would like to schedule a BUILT game, please call 
Carol Davis, Community Outreach Facilitator for the New River Valley Livability 
Initiative at 540-639-9313 ext. 222. 

Participants’ observations during a BUILT game in a rural part of Floyd:   

“It seems like there’s a central nucleus to this community and that’s good – a police 
station and city hall to keep order – a church for the people to gather and worship.  A 
bank – things people need to get to every day.  But the elementary school needs to 
be closer to the lower-income part of town – and also needs to be closer to seniors – 
so grandparents and elders can be a positive influence on the younger generation – 
by volunteering in the schools and being there with the kids for after school.” 

“Looking at it, I can see it’s like a tree that branches out from there.  The most 
important things are placed along the trunk and the main branches.  It seems to make 
sense.  

At the same time, the community we 
made has a definite low-income end.  It’s 
stratified – here’s your family stuff, here’s 
your old people stuff, here’s your poor 
people stuff.  That’s the way things are – 
but is that what we really want?” 

(When considering placement of a drug treatment center next to an industrial 
park):  “Wait, the drug treatment center should be moved into a peaceful, natural 
place – close to the mountains and nature – to help people heal.”  

 

Town of Floyd Comprehensive Plan 

At its meeting on July 19, 2012, the Floyd Town Council adopted the 
Town’s first Comprehensive Plan document focusing solely on the Town.  In 
the past, the Town and Floyd County maintained a joint comprehensive 
plan that covered both localities.  With assistance from PDC staff, the 
Town’s Planning Commission and staff worked diligently over the last two 
years to develop the Plan document that was recommended to Town 
Council.  Congratulations to the Town of Floyd!   For further information, 
please contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 
217.     
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UPCOMING 

MEETINGS 
Virginia’s First Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, August 15th, Noon 
NRVBC - New River Room  

Livability Initiative Energy 
Working Group  

Monday, August 20th, 2:00 p.m.  
NRVBC – Training Room  

New River Valley Planning  

District Commission 

Thursday, August 23rd, 6:00 p.m. 
NRVBC - New River Room  

Transportation Bikeway       
Walkway Committee 11:30 a.m. 
/Transportation Technical       

Advisory Committee 1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 18th, NRVBC - 
Conference Room 

New River Valley Planning  

District Commission 

Thursday, September 27th, 6:00 p.m. 
NRVBC - New River Room  
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New River Valley HOME Consortium  
The HOME Consortium has been working on several projects throughout the New River Valley over the last few months.   

 Community Housing Partners has purchased a vacant lot in the Town of Blacksburg on which to construct several 

affordable housing units. 

 Floyd County has identified a neighborhood in need of housing rehabilitation.  The County is pursuing a Planning 

Grant through the Department of Housing and Community Development and will use HOME funds as leverage in its 

grant application. 

 Construction is well underway on a mixed-use project in the Town of Narrows where eight affordable 2-bedroom 

units will be constructed. 

 Much predevelopment work is happening in order to create an affordable assisted living facility in the Town of Rich 

Creek. 

 Lease-up is underway on a rental project completed earlier this year in downtown Radford. 

 Work is almost complete in the Dora Highway Comprehensive Community Development project located within the 

Town of Pulaski. 

The HOME Consortium is funded through an annual allocation by the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
with funds used throughout the New River Valley.  Staffing for the HOME Consortium is accomplished through a partnership 
between the Town of Blacksburg and the New River Valley Planning District Commission.  For further information, please 
contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
 

 
HealthyNRV 

 

 Healthy NRV student participants created a final 
video summary of their work from year one. The 
students summarized their newfound excitement 
for health topics and concerns within their 
respective communities. The video is undergoing 
final revisions and will be available on the 
NRVPDC website when completed.  

 The Community Health working group has reached 
the strategy development phase of its work.  

 Collaborators from Partners for Access to 
Healthcare (PATH) held a joint working group 
session 12pm to 2pm August 7th to prioritize action 
strategies promoting health in the New River 
Valley.  These are strategies that may be 
implemented by health related service providers, local government, nonprofit agencies, businesses, schools, 
families and individuals. For further information, please contact Tommi Godwin (tgodwin@nrvpdc.org), 540-
639-9313, ext. 205. 

 

 
 

mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org
mailto:tgodwin@nrvpdc.org


 

 
 
Economic Development: 

 Continuing to discuss potential for 
a multi-region cluster analysis for 
advanced manufacturing. 

 New “consumer version” of CEDS 
provides glossy overview of full 
report. 

 
Transportation: 

 The Regional Transit Coordinating 
Council held their first meeting 
July 17.   

 
Regional: 

 New River Valley Broadband 
project featured on WDBJ 7 on 
June 11.  

 City of Radford is in the process 
of joining the New River Valley 
Network Wireless Authority. 

 The Wireless Authority will hold 
broadband visioning meeting July 
24. Middle mile fiber is over 50% 
complete. 

 Continuing to discuss agriculture 
survey partnership with Farm 
Bureaus in the region.     

 Participated in a meeting on June 
13 at the White House on 
regional innovation in rural areas.   

 
PDC: 

 Focusing attention on our GIS 
services and how to position our 
resources to better support local 
governments and partner 
agencies.  

 
VAPDC: 

 Summer Conference will be held 
July 26-28 in Virginia Beach. 

 
The July Commission Meeting was 
Cancelled. 
 
The full agenda packet is available online 

at www.nrvpdc.org.  
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New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board  

 

The New River/Mount Rogers WIB has entered into 
a new program year (PY’12) effective July 1, 2012.  Funding for PY’12 
will be $2,364,187 which is 11% less than PY’11.  Contracts for service 
delivery are in force and it is projected that approximately 1,000 
customers will be served this year.  Our focus continues to be on 
customizing services and training resources to meet the individual needs 
of our customers.  The goal of all program activities is to provide 
necessary services and training support to enable our customers to secure 
employment in career or growth occupations which pay a wage allowing 
the customer to achieve economic self-sufficiency.  The WIB also continues 
to pursue grant opportunities outside of the Workforce Investment Act.  
Our current CREATES grant ended on July 14, 2012.  The NEG-OJT 
grant will end effective September 30, 2012.  Both grants have been 
very effective in training and placing our customers.  The HITE grant will 
continue until June 30, 2013 and our newest Valleys OJT grant will 
continue until March 31, 2016.  A new Case Manager has been hired 
through this grant to market and develop the OJT program throughout 
our entire area.  The WIB also started a new five (5) year strategic 
planning process which should be completed by the end of 2012.  WIA 
reauthorization legislation is in both the House and Senate but no 
reauthorization legislation is expected to be signed into law until 2013.  
For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org) at 540-633-6764. 

 

Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS) Completed Alongside 
Consumer Version 
NRVPDC staff submitted the Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS) to the Economic Development Administration (EDA) in June 
for this year’s annual update.  The CEDS plays a vital role in identifying 
projects for future funding through the EDA and has benefited the NRV 
through projects like the VT Corporate Research Center, Carilion Giles 
Memorial Hospital, and the Radford/Pulaski Water Project.  Thank you to 
the local governments and CEDS Committee participants for all their hard 
work.   

Upon submission to the EDA, staff produced a four page CEDS Consumer 
Version to sum up the goals, objectives, and top projects from the 2012 
CEDS.  The CEDS Consumer Version can be found at 
http://www.nrvpdc.org/CEDS2012ConsumerVersion.pdf and is intended 
for use by local governments and NRV citizens.  For further information, 
contact Brad Mecham (bmecham@nrvpdc.org), at 540-639-9313, ext. 
206. 

 

NRVPDC June Meeting 

Summary 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvpdc.org/CEDS2012ConsumerVersion.pdf
mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
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Transportation   Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act or “MAP-21” 

 New 2-year surface transportation bill (final SAFETEA-LU compromise) signed by the President on July 6, 2012. 

 Highway Program consolidates 60 programs into 4 “core” formula programs. 

 VA funding expected to remain relatively the same through FY14. 

 Eliminates Equity Bonus Program – each State is now guaranteed 95% of payments to the Highway Trust Fund. 

 National Freight Program requires designation of 30,000 miles of Primary Freight Network. 

 Transportation Alternatives – consolidates programs like Transportation Enhancement, Safe Routes to School, and 
Recreational Trails Program. 
o Requires States to allocate 2% of Federal apportionment into programs.   
o States can transfer up to 50% of funding if backlog exceeds annual apportionment. 

 Tolling and Public-Private-Partnerships – allows States to toll any Federal-aid facility for capacity improvements.  The 
number of new toll lanes may not exceed the number of free lanes. 

 Creates a new Appalachian Public Transit Program ($20M). 

 Establishes a formal definition and scope of work for Rural Transportation Planning Organizations.  States may establish 
RTPOs but are not required. 

 Population thresholds for Metropolitan Planning Organizations will not change. 
 
For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210. 
 

Economic Indicators 
Taxable Sales 

The dollar amount of taxable sales decreased throughout most of the 
NRV jurisdictions between the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2011. 
Montgomery County showed the largest increase ($19,790,902) with 
Giles County showing the largest decrease ($4,391,214). 
 
 
 
Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 4th quarter employment and wage data for 2010 
and 2011 shows an increase in average employment of 1,688 
(2.6%) persons. The weekly wage decreased ($15) and the 
number of establishments decreased (4). 
 

 

Regional Learning Experience  
 

As a part of an ongoing series of Regional Learning Experiences for its staff, the Planning 
District Commission visited New River Community College on June 22nd to learn more about the 
renewable energy installations on the campus and how these working systems are integrated 
into the hands-on curriculum around emerging technologies in the energy field.  The tour was 
led by Peter Anderson, the HITE Grants Coordinator for the college, who explained how the 
college works diligently to be on the cutting edge of training (and retraining) the NRV’s 
workforce to have top-notch skills in many emerging economic fields, such as renewable 

energy, energy efficiency retrofits, and machine programming.  The tour was also opened up to the region’s Planning 
Commissioners as well as members of the Livability Initiative’s working group on Energy.  Many thanks to NRCC for opening 
up their facility to us.  For further information, please contact Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 222. 

TAXABLE SALES

2011 2011

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

Floyd County 16,578,010 16,403,858

Giles County 33,952,181 29,560,967

Montgomery County 219,790,307 239,581,209

Pulaski County 79,740,790 78,235,952

Radford City 18,083,033 19,121,899

Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES

                               NRVPDC ONE YEAR TREND ANALYSIS

Average Average Average

Year Period Establishments Employment Weekly Wage

2011 4th Qtr 4,001 66,110 $717 

2011 3rd Qtr 3,954 65,345 $739 

2011 2nd Qtr 3,934 65,642 $666 

2011 1st Qtr 3,925 63,724 $678 

2010 4th Qtr 4,005 64,422 $732 

-4 1,688 -$15

Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

Growth/Change

mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
mailto:cdavis@nrvpdc.org
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NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Joseph Sheffey 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Morgan Welker 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Richard Alvarez 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Leigh LaClair 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Jan Gilbertson, Communications Manager 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 

  

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 

Radford, VA 24141 

RIDE Solutions 

Ride Solutions is a great (and free) resource to start a carpool and connect with other 
people commuting in the New River Valley. You can also find information about taking 
the bus, walking, and cycling. When you choose to commute by some way other than 
driving alone, you don’t have to pick between saving money or being “green.” You can 
do both! 
 

Driving by ourselves is a pretty common habit. There are lots of reasons we do it. We’re 
hearing the not-so-surprising reasons why we end up driving alone to work such as: 

 Running errands after work 

 Needing your car for work 

 Having a work schedule that makes other options difficult 
 

These and other personal reasons sometimes make it impossible to travel another way. 
Even so, many people would like to carpool to save money. How can you do that? 

 Use one of the many park-and-ride lots in the area 

 Pick just a few days a week that you carpool  
 

At the RIDE Solutions website (http://www.ridesolutions.org/), you’ll find more 
information on ways to commute smarter: park-and-ride lot map for New River and 
Roanoke Valleys, biking trail locations, links to bus schedules, and more—even a map 
that shows where current carpools exist!  For further information contact Christy 
Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org), at 540-639-9313, ext. 209. 

 
New River Valley 

Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 

Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 

 

To receive this newsletter by 

email contact 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 

mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org
http://www.ridesolutions.org/
mailto:cstraight@nrvpdc.org


THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  August – September 2012 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

 

New Tenant Highlights 
 

The New River Valley Business Center welcomes three new tenants to the business incubator:  
Barrel Cave Wines, Electrical and Control Solutions, and The Prillaman Group.   
 
Barrel Cave Wines is an online retailer of specialty wines from across the globe.  Barrel Cave 
Wines has a website currently under construction at www.barrelcavewines.com.  Please contact 
bill@barrelcavewines.com until the completion of the website. 
 
Electrical & Control Solutions, LLC was formed to serve industry with electrical, automation, 
and control services, which include: complete system design, programming (both PLC and 
HMI), system modification, upgrades, custom control system panel building installation and 
commissioning, and several other services.  Electrical & Control Solutions can be contacted at 
info@econtrolsolutionsllc.com. 
 
TPG Staffing, a division of The Prillaman Group Inc., provides human resources support to 
businesses through applicant flow, interviewing, reference checks, assessment, and selection of 
candidates for the type of positions that businesses want to fill.  Additional information on TPG 
Staffing, a division of The Prillaman Group, can be found at tpgstaffingfirm.com.    
 
The NRVBC offers flexible industrial and office space, competitive leases for flat rates, three 
meeting rooms, shared mail/copy room, loading docks and other amenities.  For additional 
information, visit http://nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html.  
 

Congratulations Graduate! 
 

Bishop Insurance is the most recent graduate of the Business Center. Bishop Insurance is moving 
to 2401 South Main Street in Blacksburg. His products are home, life and auto insurance and tax 
deferred retirement products. Bishop Insurance has been at the Center since July 1, 2010.  Brian 
Bishop, owner of Bishop Insurance, commented on the Center upon his graduation; “This is a 
great place to start and I enjoyed being here. The facility has improved from the time I started 
until I left. I will tell other people about the Center, and will miss the people there." We wish 
Brian the best of luck at his new location. 
 
 

For Business Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  
 



     

    Livability Initiative    

Interim Report on the Livability Initiative 

The Livability Initiative planning process has been in full 
swing for just over a year now and has compiled a report 
detailing the research results, key trends and issues, and 
potential intersecting goals and strategies that have been 
identified by the working groups to-date.  The full report 
can be found at www.nrvlivability.org/news/livability-
initiative-interim-report . 

The information in this report was gathered by Livability 
Initiative partners, New River Valley Planning District 
Commission staff, seven topic area working groups (arts 
and culture, community health, economic development, 
energy, housing, natural resources, and transportation), 
and through numerous outreach events during August 
2011-  September 2012 in which more than 1,500 residents participated. 

This report provides a summary of major issues and trends in the New River Valley 
region. The following six trends are major drivers behind the region’s biggest 
challenges: An Aging Population, Agricultural Shifts, Commuting Patterns, Housing 
Costs, Jobs & Education, & Community Health. 

Focusing on how to address these trends will enable the New River Valley to more 
effectively improve the quality of life for residents.  As always, your feedback is 
valued and can be sent to Kim Thurlow or Carol Davis at their email addresses listed 
below. 

Working Groups Update: 

At the close of the first year of the planning process, the working groups are 
completing their respective “silo” work – in which each has gathered data on current 
conditions and trends, identified issues that the region faces and citizen priorities and 
preferences.  Each group has also generated a list of potential goals and strategies 
that could help address the most pressing challenges in our communities, and has done 
some preliminary work on prioritizing those goals in advance of the next phase of the 
planning process which will entail identifying intersections. 

Furthermore, the working groups came 
together on October 2nd as a larger group to 
openly share with each other their work to-
date and began the process of integrating 
the goals and strategies that emerged from 
each. 

Outreach Update: 

Over several months, the Livability Initiatives and its community partners reached out 
to some lower-income groups through a survey effort that was modified to be more 
accessible to those with a lower level of literacy.  Over 300 citizens were reached; 
results of that targeted survey effort are available on the Livability Initiative website 
– www.nrvlivability.org 

For further information, please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-
9313, ext. 202 or Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 222.  
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UPCOMING 
MEETINGS 

 

Virginia Rural Planning Caucus  
Annual Conference                       
Wednesday, October 17th, 12:00 p.m. –
Friday, October 19th, 1:00p.m.     
Mountain Lake Hotel and Conference 
Center, Pembroke, VA 
 

25th Annual Planning Commissions 
Dinner Meeting                         
Thursday, October 25th, 6:30 p.m.        
Pete Dye River Course of Virginia Tech 
 

Bikeway/Walkway Committee                      
Tuesday, November 13th, 11:30 a.m. 
NRVBC- Conference Room 
 

Transportation Technical Advisory 
Committee 
Tuesday, November 13th, 1:30 p.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room  

Regional Transit Coordinating Council 
Tuesday, November 13th, 2:30 p.m. 
NRVBC - Conference Room  

PDC Commission Meeting 
Thursday, November 29th, 6:00 p.m. 
NRVBC – New River Room  
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HealthyNRV 

 

“Causes of Death” 
The HealthyNRV working group 
engages current New River Valley 
health data as part of their work to 
develop local and regional strategies to 
improve health outcomes (the results of 
behaviors and conditions affecting 
health).  One way to examine local 
health conditions and behaviors is to 
look at leading causes of death. 
Leading causes of death in the New 
River Valley are generally the same as 
national leading causes of death. One 
key difference, however, is deaths 
attributed to accidents ranks third most 
common in the New River Valley, while 
only the fifth-leading cause of death 
nationally.   
 
The rate of accidental deaths can be 
used as a proxy for measuring safety – 
personal safety, including self-care, as well as community safety. The top five methods of accidental death in Virginia 
are: Motor vehicle accident, drug use, falling, drowning, and fire/smoke inhalation.  As the working group continues to 
develop relevant local strategies, supporting community and personal safety is a priority for reducing the number of 
accidental deaths in the region.  
 
Community safety improvements include roads, sidewalks, and other transportation options; safe places for outdoor 
recreation; and safe learning environments at school. Personal and family safety strategies aim to encourage social and 
family support networks, reduce substance abuse, and promote safe home environments for raising children. For further 
information on HealthyNRV, please contact Tommi Godwin (tgodwin@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 205. 

 
 

Baskerville Neighborhood Rehab Project  
 
Community Development Block Grant projects provide significant and much needed results for a neighborhood, but also require 
lots of hard work and patience. Four years after first hearing of their housing needs, Pulaski County broke ground on three 
substantial reconstructions, or rebuilds, of homes needing too much work to simply rehab.  During those four years, the County 
initiated a Planning Grant, applied for and was awarded CDBG funding, and worked diligently with the homeowners to achieve 
eligibility.   The County anticipates the completion of these homes by December of this year. 
  
To date, the Baskerville Project has now completed or begun work on nine homes and plans to move into the second phase of the 
project, water and sewer upgrades, by the end of 2012. 
 
For further information, please contact Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
 
 

mailto:tgodwin@nrvpdc.org
mailto:jwilsie@nrvpdc.org


 

August 23, 2012 Meeting 
Economic Development: 
• ‘Round the Mountain won an $815,000 grant 

for Rural Jobs Accelerator.   
 

Regional: 
• The Commonwealth is requiring all localities to 

implement a stormwater program locally.  The 
VA Dept. of Conservation and Recreation is 
offering a grant program to localities and 
PDCs to help evaluate organizational needs in 
order to launch the local program 
administration.   

• Staff and planners in the region are meeting 
with VT Center for Information Technology on a 
vertical assets inventory for the region.     

 

PDC: 
• Providing technical assistance to the Town of 

Pulaski for a Retail Feasibility Study. 
• Agency Assessment with Jim Youngquist. 

 

September 27, 2012 Meeting 
Transportation: 
• VDOT is holding a public hearing on the 

design of I-81 bridge replacement project 
over the New River and Exit 105. 

• NRVPDC co-convened a multi-region 
alternative transportation meeting with 
neighboring region, Roanoke Valley-
Allegheny Regional Commission on August 
29th. 

• MPO expanded to include the City of 
Radford and eastern portion of Pulaski 
County. 

 

Regional: 
• Annual Planning Commissioner Dinner will be 

hosted by Pulaski County at VT River Course in 
Fairlawn on October 25th. 

• NRV Hazard Mitigation Plan was officially 
accepted by FEMA. 

• The PDC submitted a local stormwater program 
development grant to the VA Dept. of 
Conservation and Recreation on behalf of 
Montgomery County, Floyd County, and Pulaski 
County.  

 

PDC: 
• Requested an item that reflects each local 

government/university member of the 
Commission to display the unique character 
and assets in the PDC office lobby. 

 

AGENDAS AND MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE AT WWW.NRVPDC.ORG. 

The 25th Annual Dinner Meeting of the Local Planning 
Commissions in the NRV will be held on October 25th, at the 

Pete Dye River Course of Virginia Tech in Fairlawn.  The 
speaker will be Marcus Thompson from Volvo Trucks North 

America.  For more information please contact Kim Wright at              
540-980-7710 or kwright@pulaskicounty.org. 
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New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board  

 

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board recently 
received preliminary PY’11 Performance results indicating that all nine 
common measure areas of performance have been exceeded.  Final 
performance numbers should be out shortly.  By exceeding all performance 
measures, LWIA 2 will be eligible for Incentive Funds for the next program 
year.  Currently we are utilizing $1,500 of Incentive Funds received for 
exemplary performance during PY’10.  Program Operators continue to do 
an excellent job in service delivery to customers. 
 
The WIB is working on two grants, HITE and OJT, to better meet the needs 
of customers.  The HITE grant is for Health Information Technology 
Education and has served over 600 customers.  This grant will end on June 
30, 2013.  The OJT grant is a partnership among the Shenandoah Valley, 
Roanoke Valley and this area to provide On the Job Training to displaced 
workers in advanced manufacturing occupations.  The OJT grant will end in 
the spring of 2016.  For further information, please contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org) at 540-633-6764. 

 
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Initiative (TEMCI) 
  

The TEMCI Regional Leadership Team (RLT) approved the final two projects 
on August 28th, 2012.  The two companies receiving funds for the final 
round were Evatran, located in Wytheville, and Grede, located in the City 
of Radford.  Since the grant was awarded by the Economic Development 
Administration in 2010, TEMCI has funded 25 projects within the New River 
Valley, Mount Rogers, and Roanoke Valley regions.  These 25 projects 
have leveraged nearly $650,000 in private investment in the 
transportation equipment manufacturing industry across the three regions.   

 
Another goal of the grant was to connect Virginia Tech’s resources with 
manufacturers within the region.  This goal continues to be fulfilled and 
companies now have the contacts they need to work with Virginia Tech and 
move this industry forward.  The grant will come to a conclusion in 
September 2013.  For further information on TEMCI, contact Brad Mecham 
at 540-639-9313, ext. 206 or bmecham@nrvpdc.org. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

NRVPDC Meeting 
Summaries 

http://www.nrvpdc.org/
mailto:kwright@pulaskicounty.org
mailto:rmartin@nrvdc.org
mailto:bmecham@nrvpdc.org
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Transportation    
• Virginia’s Safe Routes to School Program is calling for Grant Applications. 

o Both non-infrastructure (education, encouragement, enforcement, evaluation) and infrastructure projects 
(engineering) are eligible. 

o Non-Infrastructure grant applications are due by December 21 and Infrastructure grants are due by January 
25. 

If interested in starting a Safe Routes Program, contact Danielle McCray, Southern, Western Virginia Local 
Technical Assistance.  She can be reached at: 1-855-601-7787or Danielle@virginiasrts.org.  
o A Local Programs Workshop is scheduled for October 24-25 in Richmond, RSVP is required:  

http://cts.virginia.edu/tta/uva-tta_events.htm 
• The third annual Multi-Regions Bike/Walk Social was held at 

Green Hill Park in Roanoke, on August 29th. 
o Nearly 30 participants attended the event. 
o Since 2010, the event has provided a unique 

opportunity to learn about recent planning efforts and 
successful bicycle and pedestrian projects. 
 

For further information, please contact Elijah Sharp 
(esharp@nrvpdc.org), 540-639-9313, ext. 210. 
 
 
 
 

Economic Indicators 
 

Taxable Sales 

The dollar amount of taxable sales increased 
throughout the NRV jurisdictions between the  
1st and 2nd quarters of 2012. Pulaski County  
showed the largest increase ($3,913,298). 
 
 
 
 
Labor Force Data 
 
The NRV’s Labor Force Data 
shows an increase in employment 
from July to August 2012 and a 
decrease in the unemployment 
rate. The five year average 
unemployment rate for the PDC 
region is 6.4% and the 10 year 
average is 5.4%.  Radford City 
showed the highest unemployment 
rate in the NRV in July 2012 at 
8.9% and in August 2012 at 
8.2%. 
 

TAXABLE SALES

2012 2012
Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr

Floyd County 13,848,460 16,968,367
Giles County 31,486,228 31,979,809
Montgomery County 237,848,954 238,401,641
Pulaski County 77,284,229 81,197,527
Radford City 17,071,724 20,149,412
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.

Time Period
Civilian Labor 

Force
Employment Unemployment

Unemployment 
Rate (%)

Aug. 2012 94,777 88,711 6,066 6.4

Jul. 2012 94,280 87,570 6,710 7.1

Aug. 2011 92,802 86,247 6,555 7.1

5 Year Annual Average 
2007 - 2011

88,314 82,626 5,688 6.4

Source: LAUS Unit and Bureau of Labor Statistics, Virginia Employment Commission.

New River Valley PDC

mailto:Danielle@virginiasrts.org
http://cts.virginia.edu/tta/uva-tta_events.htm
mailto:esharp@nrvpdc.org
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NRVPDC Commissioners 

Floyd County 
· Fred Gerald 
· Evelyn Janney 

Town of Floyd 
· Mike Patton, Chair 

Giles County 
· Richard McCoy 
· Leon Law 

Town of Narrows 
· Tom Garrett 

Montgomery County 
· Annette Perkins 
· Ray Chambers 

Town of Pearisburg 
· Charles Via 

Pulaski County 
· Charles Bopp 
· Doug Warren 

Town of Pulaski 
· Greg East 
· Larry Clevinger 

City of Radford 
· Tim Cox 
· Helen Harvey 
· Bob Nicholson 

Town of Rich Creek 
· Gary Eaton 

Town of Blacksburg 
· Cecile Newcomb 
· Holly Lesko, Past   
  Chair         

Radford University 
· Richard Alvarez 

Town of Christiansburg 
· Scott Weaver,    
  Treasurer                   
· Henry Showalter 

Virginia Tech 
· Jason Soileau 
· Kevin Sullivan, Vice 
  Chair 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
  

Jan Gilbertson, Communications Manager 
Julie Phillips, Newsletter Editor 

  

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 

 
Tourism is Big Business in Virginia 
 
In early September, the Governor’s Office announced 
that tourism-related spending by visitors to Virginia 
exceeded $20 billion in 2011.  Each locality in the 
New River Valley saw a significant jump in domestic 
visitor spending in 2011 (vs. 2010).  Increases by NRV 
locality:  

• Floyd County: 8.9% 
• Giles County: 9.8% 
• Montgomery County: 9.1% 
• Pulaski County: 7.3% 
• City of Radford: 9.1% 

 
For more information from the Virginia Tourism Corporation, please use the 
following link: www.vatc.org/research/economicimpact.asp. 
 
For further information contact Patrick Burton (pburton@nrvpdc.org), at 540-639-
9313, ext. 217. 
 

New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA 24141 
P: 540-639-9313 
F: 540-831-6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
 

To receive this newsletter 
by email contact 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 

mailto:kbyrd@nrvpdc.org
http://www.vatc.org/research/economicimpact.asp
mailto:pburton@nrvpdc.org
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Official Publication of the New River Valley Business Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  October - November 2012 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

 
TechPad Hosts Open House for Coworking Space in Blacksburg 
 
TechPad hosted an open house on September 19th for its coworking space located at 432 North 
Main Street in Blacksburg above PK’s Restaurant.  TechPad received a loan from the New River 
Valley Development Corporation’s Revolving Loan Fund 
(RLF) in December of 2011.  RLF funds contributed a portion 
of the funding for a major renovation to upgrade the office 
space with high speed networking equipment, computers, and 
furniture. TechPad’s space is used by entrepreneurs in 
software development and other high tech companies.  For the 
open house, these businesses were on display, giving 
presentations on their company while highlighting the 
advantages of locating within TechPad.   
 
On October 2nd, 2012, Montgomery County Department of 
Economic Development (MCDED) announced that Atomic 
Axis, a mobile solutions company based in Austin, TX, would 
be locating within TechPad’s coworking space.  According to 
MCDED, Atomic Axis is expected to create 30 jobs over the next three years.  This coworking 
concept practiced by TechPad is generating new ideas, new companies, and creating jobs within 
the New River Valley. 
 
 
 
New River Community College (NRCC) to Host Intellectual 
Property Workshop 
 
NRCC is hosting an Intellectual Property Workshop on Friday, 
October 19th from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  The event is being held 
at the NRCC’s New River Valley Mall site and the cost for 
attendance is $99.  The event is geared toward small and mid-
sized businesses that want to learn about making money from and 
protecting intellectual property.  To register or for more 
information, contact Hilda Haga hhaga@nr.edu or visit 
http://www.nr.edu/news/more.asp?ID=700.  
 

For Business Center  
information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, 
 Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 
Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TechPad entrepreneurs explain their ideas 
and products to open house attendants on 

September 19th, 2012 

People Inc. and Beans and Rice 
Inc. Micro Solutions program are 
teaming up to offer a free 
Business Basics and Credit 
Counseling Workshop to 
individuals and business owners 
on Thursday, November 15, 2012 
beginning at 9am at the New 
River Valley Business Center. 
Register online at 
www.peopleinc.eventbrite.com.  

mailto:hhaga@nr.edu
http://www.nr.edu/news/more.asp?ID=700
mailto:incubatormanager@nrvdc.org
http://www.nrvdc.org/nrvbc.html
http://www.peopleinc.eventbrite.com/
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