
housing, local food 
systems, employment, 
community services, cultural 
centers, and an accessible 
transportation system.  
These hubs, therefore, will 
be the main focus of 
growth and connectivity, 
while more rural areas will 
be consciously preserved. 
 
In addition, two new 
positions at the PDC will 
be created in order to 
facilitate the grant:  a 
Project Coordinator who 
will oversee day to day 
program management and 
an Outreach Facilitator 
who will be dedicated to 
engage the community for 
feedback and assist in 
plan development. 
 
The PDC is looking 
forward to working so 
closely with the rest of the 
region on such a 
worthwhile project and will 
soon be creating an online 
presence via its 
www.nrvpdc.org 
homepage to continually 
update the NRV on the 
progress being made over 
the next three years.  For 
further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 
204. 

The New 
River 

Valley was recently 
awarded a $1,000,000 
Sustainable Communities 
Planning Grant.  This 
national grant program 
was offered through a 
partnership between the 
Department of 
Transportation, the office 
of Housing and Urban 
Development, and the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.  The New River 
Valley Planning District 
Commission acted as Lead 
Applicant on the grant, but 
has partnered with 14 
other members to form the 
NRV Sustainable 
Communities Consortium in 
order to administer the 
three-year grant.  Those 
partners are:  the 
Metropolitan Planning 
Organization, Montgomery 
County, the Town of 
Blacksburg, the Town of 
Christiansburg, the City of 
Radford, Floyd County, 
Pulaski County, Giles 
County, Virginia Tech, 
Community Housing 
Partners, New River 
Community Action, the 
Community Foundation of 
the New River Valley, the 

National Committee for the 
New River, and the New 
River Valley HOME 
Consortium.   
 
The overarching goal of 
the project is to enhance 
the long-term livability of 
the region through the 
creation of a Regional 
Sustainability Plan that 
reflects a common vision 
developed in partnership 
with the community and 
embraced by the local 
governments.  The 
Consortium has identified 
nine areas of focus where 
regional plans will either 
be created or revised: 
Economic Development, 
Affordable Housing, 
Transportation, Energy, 
Arts/Culture, Water 
Infrastructure, Agriculture/
Local Food Access, Natural 
Resources, and Technology 
Infrastructure. 
 
In order to explain its 
approach, the project 
coined the term 
“sustainability hubs” to 
describe how existing 
Towns and communities will 
be used as a natural 
means to connect the 
region to affordable rural 

“New River Valley Awarded Sustainable 
Communities Planning Grant ”  
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Floyd County Comprehensive Plan Update 
Floyd County is currently in the process of 
a Comprehensive Plan Update. This 
update is being completed to reflect 
changes that have occurred in the County 
since the last adopted Comprehensive 
Plan (2002). Community input sessions 
have been completed and drafting is 
being finalized to allow for review as 
required by the Code of Virginia. 
Additional details related to the 
Transportation and Property Use Elements 
are currently being reviewed, with 
additional edits to be augmented with the 
Plan.    
 
The process of the Plan to date has 
included numerous input sessions with 
members of the community and additional 
input from specific citizen groups, 
organizations, and staff. Implementation 
strategies are being reviewed to allow 
for precise utilization of the plan, and to 
provide measurable determinants for the 
Plan’s success.  For further information, please 
contact Jack Whitmore at (540) 639-9313, ext. 259. 
 
Town of Floyd Comprehensive Plan  
The Town of Floyd is currently in the 
process of creating a Comprehensive Plan. 
Drafting is being finalized to allow for 
review as required by the Code of 
Virginia. The Plan constitutes short, mid, 
and long term priorities related to a 
transportation system, affordable housing, 
land use policies, and community facilities. 
Additional changes to the Town’s mapping 
are also being reviewed. This Plan, 
combined with previously revised 
ordinances, will provide the Town with 
enhanced guidance for land use, 
community facilities, and transportation 
priorities.  For further information, please contact 
Jack Whitmore at (540) 639-9313, ext. 259. 
 
Mobility Management 
Before the end of the calendar year, the 
Mobility Management project staff will 
finalize a draft of its Mobility Resource 
Manual, complete with contact 
information, background, route/service 
area maps, and other pertinent mobility 
information for travelers in the New River 
Valley. PDC staff have met with local 
human service and transit providers in 
order to revise the plan and revisions are 
currently underway. The PDC also plans to 
make a second application to the 
Department of Rail and Public Transit for 

implementation funds; the grant deadline 
is February 1, 2011.  For further information, 
please contact Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 204. 
 
Pulaski Adult Day Care and Fall Prevention 
Center 
The County submitted a summary of its 
first round of Planning Grant activities to 
the Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) on 
September 15.  Since that time, staff has 
been in contact with DHCD to evaluate the 
best option for how to proceed with the 
project.  The project is eligible for both 
Community Development Block Grant 
funds as well as Appalachian Regional 
Commission funds, both projects 
administered by DHCD.  Depending on 
several project factors, the County will 
decide which of these grant programs 
best suits the needs of the potential adult 
day care facility.  The County will be 
looking for guidance from its 
knowledgeable and engaged 
Management Team as well as further 
input from DHCD in order to make this 
decision.  For further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
Baskerville Neighborhood Rehabilitation 
Project 
Work is already underway on the 
Baskerville Neighborhood Rehab project; 
applications are currently being taken 
from any interested beneficiaries in order 
to document income eligibility and to 
estimate specific costs for rehabilitation.  
Applications will be taken on a continual 
basis until 18 eligible households have 
been identified, as per the County’s grant 
contract.   Walk-throughs to document 
work scope and costs will be conducted 
throughout the winter, with the first round 
of construction slated to begin in the 
spring of 2011.  The Baskerville 
Neighborhood Rehab project was funded 
through the Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant Program and 
was leveraged with HOME Consortium 
funds and other funding sources to total 
$1,324,445.  For further information, please 
contact Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
HOME  
The HOME-assisted projects in Giles 
County have been moving forward.  Staff 
working on the Rich Creek assisted living 
project has worked exceptionally hard to 
make sure that all available funding 
sources are compatible with the interesting 
concept of the project:  housing units 
serving a low-income population while 

also providing daily services such as 
meals, medication, and social interaction 
opportunities.   
 
Downtown Narrows, where a mixed-use 
rental project is slated to occur, was just 
awarded status as a Historic District, 
allowing the project to take advantage of 
Historic Tax Credits, a significant source of 
additional funding.  For further information, 
please contact Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 204. 
 

Water Supply Planning 
In October and November, the PDC and 
DEQ presented the Water Supply Plan to 
requesting locality governing boards.  
Localities that have seen the presentation 
include the City of Radford, Floyd County, 
and the Town of Pulaski.  The PDC 
continues to work with the remaining 
localities to ensure that the plan and 
associated drought ordinance are 
adopted per DEQ regulations.  For more 
information, please contact Regina Elsner at (540) 
639-9313, ext. 205 
 

New River/Mount Rogers  
Workforce Investment Board (WIB) 
Effective November 1, 2010, the New 
River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment 
Board began participation in a statewide, 
stimulus funded On the Job Training grant.  
This grant is designed to provide On the 
Job Training funding for 20 prolonged 
unemployed, (in excess of 27 weeks) 
dislocated workers in the New River/
Mount Rogers service area.  Funding in the 
amount of $207,140 has been received 
by the WIB and will be used to employ 
one staff person to market the program to 
the business community as well as recruit 
and serve eligible clients providing case 
management services.  The grant will also 
provide funding to pay the OJT 
reimbursements to employers ranging 
from 50% up to 90% of wages paid to 
the client during the training period based 
on the size of the employer.  Employers 
with 1-50 employees will receive 
reimbursement of 90%.  Employers with 
51-250 employees will receive 75% 
reimbursement and employers with 251 
and up employees will receive a 50% 
reimbursement.  The grant is funded 
through August 31, 2012.  Goodwill 
Industries of the Valleys and One Stop 
Operator for the WIB will oversee the 
implementation of the grant to insure that 
all grant requirements are met. For further 
information, please contact Ronnie Martin at (540) 
633-6764 or email rmartin@nrvdc.org. 
 
 

NRVPDC Updates 
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October 28, 2010 
Draper Mercantile Project  
 Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling visited on 10/25; Coordinated by Senator Puckett 
 Highlighted corridor development for Draper 

 Revitalize Mercantile; Offer Outdoor Recreation: New River Trail and the New River 
 Winery Tours; Fresh food through Pulaski Fresh; Need for portage around 3 dams (Buck, 

Billsby, Claytor) 
 PDC focus on project is model for rural economic development hubs 
New River Valley Network Wireless Authority 
 Authority sent official invitation to Montgomery County and the City of Radford to join 

Authority 
 Requires 20% match for length of fiber in County; Pulaski County and Giles County IDA 

Authority members; Citizens Telephone provided match for Montgomery County and City 
 Response to invitation due 2/1/2011 

 PDC to perform Environmental Assessment 

 Construction to start Spring 2011- complete 2013 
Route 114 Bridge and Route 61 Bridge 
 PDC to coordinate meeting between VDOT, Pulaski County, City of Radford, Montgomery 

County, Giles County, Town of Narrows, and Outdoor Recreation Business 
 Discuss river access issues during construction 
Passenger Train Service Expansion 
 Meeting with DRPT 10/27 in Roanoke; Infrastructure limitations in expanding service south 

 $103 million project; Norfolk Southern pledged $23 million 

 State funding will compete with transit funding  
VAPDC 
 State Agency heads meeting 10/27 

 Facilitated session on how PDCs can partner with State agencies 

 Look for opportunities coming out of General Assembly and offer services of VAPDC 

 Suggested any definition of region coincides with PDC boundaries rather than other 
geographies 

 Winter conference, February 3-4, 2011; Partnering with VML/VACO  
Water Supply Plan Adoption 
 PDC sent memo to 13 of 15 local governments in region working on NRV Water Supply Plan 

 Notified Plan is ready for adoption and approved by DEQ 

 Regina Elsner (PDC) and Tammy Stephenson (DEQ) available for presentation or information 
prior to adoption 

 Localities must adopt plan by November, 2011 
Smart Beginnings 
 Business Leaders Breakfast Meeting - September 30th, 7:30 a.m., Inn at VT 

 Engaging business community in early childhood development 

 Presentations by Smart Beginnings Foundation and Past rector of VT Board of Visitors 
Blue Ridge Business Journal Panel 
 Panel Discussion on Roanoke Valley/New River Valley working together,  10/13 

 Panelists: Dr. Ray Smoot, Beth Doughty, Jay Foster, Elmer Hodge, Dr. Ralph Whatley 

 Look for opportunities that make sense, don’t force issue 

 Consider joint chapter in CEDS with NRV/Roanoke 
The Crooked Road/’Round the Mountain 
 Crooked Road expanded footprint to all 19 counties; Benefits to locality-joint marketing 

 Four jurisdictions yet to join the Crooked Road- the counties of Montgomery, Giles, Bland, 
and Wythe 

 Crooked Road/RTM available for presentations to Boards  
Regional Forum with Local Government Officials 
 A reception and regional forum to be held on December 16, beginning at 5:00 p.m. (in 

place of the November Commission meeting) at the New River Valley Competitiveness 
Center, New River Room, Fairlawn. 

 
NRVPDC Commission meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of every month, 6:00 p.m. at the 

New River Valley Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn. All meetings are open to the public. 

RIDE 
Solutions is 
a great 
(and free) 
resource to 
start a carpool and connect with other 
people commuting in the New River 
Valley. You can also find information 
about taking the bus, walking, and 
cycling. When you choose to commute by 
some way other than driving alone, you 
don’t have to pick between saving money 
or being “green.” You can do both! 
 
Driving by ourselves is a pretty common 
habit. There are lots of reasons we do it. 
We’re hearing the not-so-surprising 
reasons why we end up driving alone to 
work such as: 

 Running errands after work 
Needing your car for work 
 Having a work schedule that 

makes other options difficult 
 
These and other personal reasons 
sometimes make it impossible to travel 
another way. Even so, many people would 
like to carpool to save money. How can 
you do that? 
 
1. Use one of the many park-and-ride 
lots in the area (you can carpool for part 
of your commute and still have access to 
your car to run errands or pick up your 
children after work). 
2. Pick a few days a week that you 
carpool and use the other, drive-alone 
days for errands (you still save money 
and reduce your impacts on roads and air 
quality). 
3. Check out the RIDE Solutions website 
for more ideas to save travel miles and 
time beyond your commute: http://
www.ridesolutions.org/airquality/
what.shtml. 
 
Whether gas prices are high or low, you 
can still save. Find out how much your 
commute can save you in so many ways 
with our RIDE Solver calculator: http://
www.ridesolutions.org/ridesolver.asp 
 
At the RIDE Solutions website (http://
www.ridesolutions.org/), you’ll find more 
information on ways to commute smarter: 
park-and-ride lot map for New River and 
Roanoke Valleys, biking trail locations, 
links to bus schedules, and more—even a 
map that shows where current carpools 
exist! For more information, please contact Christy 
Straight, at (540) 639-9313, ext. 209 or 
cstraight@nrvpdc.org. 



NRV Transportation News 

 
►  In September PDC staff attended the Tools of the Trade Conference in 
Williamsburg, VA.  The conference hosted nearly 200 participants from across the 
country to discuss transportation planning in communities with less than 200,000 
people.  At the conference attendees discussed how liveability was about developing 
practical solutions.  One approach to developing practical solutions is to develop a 
Housing + Transportation index less than or equal to 45% of total household income.  
The PDC plans to include this methodology in future studies. 
►  The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met on November 16th to 
discuss the future of the I-81 corridor.  A special meeting for mid December is being 
arranged by the Secretary of Transportation to discuss needed investments along the 
corridor. The committee also paid tribute to a long time member and previous 
chairperson H. Ronald Coake.  Mr. Coake plans to retire from his position as Pulaski 
County Engineer in January and the TAC recognized his outstanding contributions and 
service to the committee by presenting him a resolution of appreciation. 
►  The Bikeway Walkway Committee met on November 16th to take a first look at 
the draft Bikeway-Walkway-Blueway Plan.  The committee worked to refine the 
objectives of the plan so that they could tailor solutions for known issues in the region.  
The committee plans to complete comments on the “A Regional Vision” chapter by 
December 10th and will begin reviewing tables and mapping next.  A final draft is 
planned for January 2011. 
►  The PDC is working with Montgomery County to develop a special corridor study 
for Route 11/460 in the Shawsville area.  The purpose of the plan is to provide 
policy and planning recommendations that will improve access management, flooding 
mitigation, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, alternative transportation, and future 
land use.  This special study will begin to take shape in early spring 2011. 
►  In 2011 the PDC will be partnering with the Blacksburg-Christiansburg-
Montgomery MPO to study long range public transportation organizational 
structuring.  The study will review four existing models that are currently being 
utilized in Virginia and throughout the United States.  The study was initiated as a 
result of growing interest in public transportation in the region and will provide 
examples of how each specific organizational model could be applied.  A draft of 
the plan is expected by early fall 2011.  For further information on transportation related issues, 
please contact Elijah Sharp at (540) 639-9313, ext. 210. 
 
 

Labor Force and Unemployment 
All but one NRV jurisdiction (Floyd County) 
experienced decreases in their labor force 
between the 1st and 2nd quarters of 2010.  In 
addition, almost all NRV jurisdictions 
experienced decreases in their unemployment 
rate in the same time period, except the City 
of Radford which increased (.2%). 
 

 

Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 1st quarter wage data for 2009 
and 2010 shows a decrease in average 
employment of 2,454 (3.8%) persons. The 
weekly wage decreased ($6) and the number 
of establishments decreased (15 or .4%). 
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NRV Economic   
Indicators 

 
AGGREGATE LABOR FORCE

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2010 2nd Qtr 2010
Floyd County 21,915 21,950
Giles County 25,878 25,048
Montgomery County 138,633 137,403
Pulaski County 55,510 54,088
Radford City 24,367 24,343
New River Valley 266,303 262,832
Source:  Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2010 2nd Qtr 2010
Floyd County 8.9% 7.4%
Giles County 11.3% 8.7%
Montgomery County 8.0% 7.6%
Pulaski County 11.3% 9.3%
Radford City 10.0% 10.2%
New River Valley 9.3% 8.3%
Source:  Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 1st Qtr
Floyd County 2,638 2,612

Giles County 4,660 4,553
Montgomery County 39,899 38,659
Pulaski County 11,887 11,039
Radford City 6,169 5,936
NRVPDC 65,253 62,799
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 1st Qtr
Floyd County $467 $475
Giles County 745 703
Montgomery County 658 662
Pulaski County 603 572
Radford City 714 709
NRVPDC 652 646
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE ESTABLISHMENTS

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 1st Qtr
Floyd County 378 381
Giles County 358 361
Montgomery County 2,184 2,162
Pulaski County 735 733
Radford City 340 343
NRVPDC 3,995 3,980
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

 

 

Season’s 
Greetings 
from the 

New River Valley 
Planning District 

Commission 
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 December 2010 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 
 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Meetings 

 Dec. 2-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 Dec. 7-Blacksburg PC-7:30 p.m.  
 Dec. 8-Montgomery PC-7 p.m.; 

Governor’s Transportation 
Conference (12/8-12/10) 

 Dec. 13-Pulaski Town PC-6 p.m. 
 Dec. 14-Pulaski PC-7 p.m.; 

Floyd Co. Rural Long Range 
Plan Mtg.-10 a.m. 

 Dec. 15-Montgomery PC-7 p.m. 
 Dec. 16-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 

Center-10 a.m.; I-81 Corridor 
Roundtable Discussion-10 a.m.; 
Regional Forum-NRVPDC-5:30 
p.m. 

 Dec. 20-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 Dec. 21-Floyd PC-7p.m. 
 Dec. 27-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
 Dec. 28-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.   

 
 
 
 

January 2011 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 

Meetings 

 Jan. 4-Blacksburg PC-7:30 
p.m.  

 Jan. 6-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 Jan. 10-Pulaski Town PC-6 
p.m. 

 Jan. 11-Pulaski PC-7 p.m.  
 Jan. 12-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m.; VA First-4:30 p.m. 
 Jan. 18-BWWW Mtg-

NRVPDC-11:30 a.m.; TAC 
Mtg-NRVPDC-1:30 p.m.; 
Floyd PC-7p.m.; Radford PC-
7 p.m. 

 Jan. 19-Montgomery PC-7 
p.m. 

 Jan. 20-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 
Center-10 a.m. 

 Jan. 24-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
 Jan. 25-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.; 

Hazard Mitigation Mtg.-
NRVPDC-9 a.m. 

 Jan. 27 - NRVPDC Commission 
Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 



THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  December 2010 – January 2011 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

 
All industries have buzzwords that are used daily but 
rarely understood. Brand is one of them in the 
marketing world. A brand isn’t a logo, an advertising 
campaign, a slogan, or even a product. Instead, a 
brand is a gut feeling about a product, service or 
organization. It’s a person’s gut feeling because brands are defined by individuals, not companies, 
markets or publics. In other words it’s not what YOU say it is, it’s what THEY say it is. 

So Why Do Companies Need a Brand? 

Brands do a number of things. Not only do they differentiate you from the competition and deliver your 
messages clearly and quickly, but if done correctly, they make people aware of your company, 
understand what you do, choose your products or services, and then keep coming back time and time 
again. That’s the main goal of a brand – to generate strong customer loyalty. 

So What Do We Do? 

At Communicate Consulting, we help businesses and non‐profits increase their profits and build long‐
term relationships through strategic marketing and precise communication. So all that means is if you’re 
going to say something, say it right the first time. That’s why we tailor each message to the people 
you’re trying to reach, and then follow‐up by measuring the results. That way you know exactly what 
you’re getting for your money and time. 

Our services include: 

 Marketing strategy and planning 

 Graphic design 

 Advertising strategy in all media 

 Web design and development 

 Event planning and strategy 

 Public relations and media campaigns 

 Staff training and presentations 

 Public speaking training 

How much will this cost me? 

Whether it’s a business card or a complete brand overhaul, we want to make sure that you are getting 
the most for your money. Sometimes you just need someone who can design your annual report or plan 
and execute a special event. And sometimes you need someone who can manage all of your marketing 
activities without the expense of hiring a full‐time employee. Depending on your needs, we can either 
tailor a quote for hourly rates or create a monthly retainer program. Call us and we’ll brainstorm ideas 
to see if it’s a good fit! 

**Communicate Consulting has been a tenant of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center since fall 
2009.  They  can  be  reached  at  540.267.3404,  6580  Valley  Center  Drive,  Suite  181  or  online  at 
www.communicateconsulting.com.** 



2 
 

Bike Virginia to Tour New River Valley in 2011 
 

Officials with BikeWalk Virginia have announced they 
plan to bring 2,000 bicyclists to the New River Valley in 
June 2011. It has been nearly a decade since they last 
visited the area, however that visit was largely 
anchored in the Wythe County/Bland County area.   In past years, the tour has brought as much 
as $3,000,000 in tourist dollars to the communities in which it visits. This coming year will be no 
different. If you have a small business related to camping (many of the bicyclists will be 
camping throughout the 5‐day event), catering or food vending or anything that could remotely 
be used by 2,000 bicyclists during their 5‐day visit, please stay tuned to the Bike Virginia 
website (http://bikevirginia.org).  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

LEADERSHIP NRV 2011 ‐ The objective of Leadership New River Valley is to assist in the 
development of community leaders by providing participants from diverse backgrounds with an 
understanding of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and issues facing the community. 
The program will also foster the development of leadership skills and techniques in an 
environment that encourages the establishment of new relationships and communication 
networks between the participants. 
 
Participation is open to all citizens of the New River Valley and classes will be held March 2011‐ 
December 2011 at various NRV locations. Please call the Montgomery County Chamber of 
Commerce at 540‐552‐2636 for more information or to obtain an application. Deadline for 
registration is January 31, 2011. 
 

  
 

The management and staff at the Competitiveness Center want to take 
this opportunity to wish you all a great Holiday Season 

and the best for the coming New Year!!! 
 

 
 

 

 
For Competitiveness Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Acting Incubator Managers 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  



approval.  PDC staff 
anticipates working with the 
participating localities in 
the first few weeks of 2011 
to schedule and plan for 
adoption in March 2011. 
 
Please visit the project 
website at: http://
www.nrvpdc.org/
HazardMitigation/2010 
DraftPlan.html to review the 
plan and submit comments 
using the provided public 
input form. 

The New River Valley 
Hazard Mitigation Plan is 
currently in the final phases 
of drafting.  The draft plan 
should be complete for full 
local and regional review 
in the next few weeks.  It is 
anticipated that the plan 
will be submitted to the 
Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management 
prior to the December 
holidays.  From there VDEM 
will submit the plan to 
FEMA for conditional 

For more information on 
Hazard Mitigation Planning, 
please contact Regina Elsner 
at relsner@nrvpdc.org, or 
Christy Straight at 
cstraight@nrvpdc.org or at 
(540) 639-9313. 
 
 

 

 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  
Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 

jgilbertson@nrvpdc.org 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 
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Please continue 

to visit the  

New River Valley 

Planning District 

Commission 

on the web at 

www.nrvpdc.org 

 
 



 

The money will be used to 
sponsor several projects in the 
three planning district 
geographies.  Technical 
assistance projects can be 
summarized into three 
categories:  1) Product 
Development; 2) Process 
Improvement; and 3) Green 
Technologies.  The search for 
eligible companies is underway 
and three meetings have 

already taken place 
to promote the project 
at each of the PDC 
offices.   
 
Efforts are still 
underway to ensure all 
eligible companies are 
informed of the unique 
opportunity and have 
the chance to apply 
for project funding.  
The ultimate project 
outcome includes the 
preservation of high 
wage manufacturing 
jobs, building 
relationships between 
public and private 

sectors, and promoting private 
sector investment.  TEMCI will 
allow transportation companies 
to be more competitive in an 
increasingly global 
marketplace. 
 
Transportation companies and 
suppliers can find more 
information at 
www.econdev.vt.edu.  
 
For further information, please contact 
Brad Mecham at (540) 639-9313, ext. 
206. 

An Economic 
Development 

Administration (EDA) grant has 
been awarded to the New River 
Valley Planning District 
Commission (PDC) who will 
partner with the Mount Rogers 
Planning District Commission, 
and the Roanoke Valley-
Alleghany Regional Commission 
with the service expanding from 
Botetourt County to Washington 
County (see 
TEMCI Project 
Region map).  
This multi-PDC 
effort is a public
-private 
partnership 
funded by the 
EDA’s Trade 
Adjustment 
Assistance 
program and 
aimed at 
benefiting the 
region’s 
transportation 
equipment 
manufacturers 
and their 
suppliers.  The EDA grant totals 
approximately $1.5 million and 
will provide technical assistance 
to private companies through 
Virginia Tech’s Center for High 
Performance Manufacturing as 
well as GENEDGE ALLIANCE.  
Volvo Trucks North America has 
also pledged $175,000 in 
matching funds which brings the 
project total to over $1.67 
million.   
 
The New River Valley Planning 
District Commission will work on 

the project as the project 
coordinator as well as the fiscal 
agent.  Kevin Byrd, Executive 
Director of the New River Valley 
PDC, will co-chair the TEMCI 
Regional Leadership Team 
alongside Ivan Mitchell of Volvo 
Trucks North America. The 
Regional Leadership Team 
consists of Virginia Tech faculty 
and staff as well as public and 
private sector representatives. 

 
Virginia Tech will play a 
significant role in the TEMCI 
project.  Virginia Tech’s Office 
of Economic Development will be 
responsible for coordinating sub- 
grants to transportation 
equipment manufacturing 
companies.  These companies 
will then be matched with 
Virginia Tech professors to work 
on grant applications and 
provide technical assistance 
throughout the duration of the 
project.  

“Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Initiative (TEMCI)”  

in the Spotlight 

NRVPDC Commissioners 
 FLOYD COUNTY 

FRED GERALD 
EVELYN JANNEY 

 GILES COUNTY 
RICHARD MCCOY 
VACANT 

 MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
MIKE HARVEY 
ANNETTE PERKINS 

 PULASKI COUNTY 
CHARLES BOPP 
JOSEPH SHEFFEY 
DOUG WARREN 

 CITY OF RADFORD 
HELEN HARVEY 
TIM COX 

 TOWN OF BLACKSBURG 
DON LANGREHR 
HOLLY LESKO, CHAIR 

 TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
HENRY SHOWALTER 
SCOTT WEAVER, TREASURER 

 TOWN OF FLOYD 
MIKE PATTON, VICE CHAIR 

 TOWN OF NARROWS 
TOM GARRETT 

 TOWN OF PEARISBURG 
VACANT 

 TOWN OF PULASKI 
LARRY CLEVINGER 
MORGAN WELKER 

 TOWN OF RICH CREEK 
VACANT 

 RADFORD UNIVERSITY 
VACANT 

 VIRGINIA TECH 
DAVID DENT 
KEVIN SULLIVAN 
———————— 
KEVIN R. BYRD, AICP 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
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Floyd County Comprehensive Plan 
Update 
Floyd County is nearing completion of a 
draft plan for Planning Commission 
review.  After the Planning Commission 
review in February, the Board of 
Supervisors will review the transportation 
chapter prior to submission to VDOT for 
review.  Comments are due back from 
VDOT within 100 days following 
submission, so further review by the 
Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors may extend into spring.  Both 
the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors will host public hearings to 
gather community feedback on the draft 
plan before adoption. For further information, 
please contact Kevin Byrd at (540) 639-9313, ext. 
212. 
 

Town of Floyd Comprehensive Plan  
The Town of Floyd is also nearing 
completion of a draft plan for their 
Planning Commission and Town Council to 
review.  The draft plan contains the Town’s 
first Future Land Use Map, a valuable tool 
in making informed land use 
decisions.  The PDC will discuss the draft 
plan with Town Council at their second 
meeting in February.  Following the 
February meeting, the transportation 
chapter will be submitted to VDOT for 
review.  The Town’s Planning Commission 
and Town Council will host public hearings 
in the spring following the VDOT review. 
For further information, please contact Kevin Byrd at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 212. 
 

Mobility Management 
The Mobility Management project closed 
out in December 2010, with a finalized 
draft of its Mobility Resource Manual, 
complete with contact information, 
background, route/service area maps, 
and other pertinent mobility information 
for travelers in the New River Valley.   
This final draft manual has been printed 
and distributed to all locality 
administrators and service providers.  As 
a living document, this manual will be 
continually updated for usability, 
accuracy, and thoroughness.  The Mobility 
Management project was funded by the 
Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation (DRPT).  For further information, 
please contact Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 204. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pulaski Adult Day Care and Fall 
Prevention Center 
The Management Team tasked with 
guiding the Adult Day Care project has 
decided to move forward with a CDBG 
application, to be submitted in the March 
2012 grant cycle.  The County submitted 
a summary of its first round of Planning 
Grant activities to the Department of 
Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) back in early fall and has since 
been assessing different options for 
moving forward.  Under DHCD 
regulations, the project needs to serve 
predominantly low-to-moderate income 
families and show a documented need for 
the service in the area.  The County will 
continue to work with DHCD in order to 
prepare a strong application for next 
spring. For further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 

Baskerville Neighborhood Rehabilitation 
Project 
Neighborhood interest for the Baskerville 
rehab project has been strong since the 
beginning of the project.  Pulaski County is 
under contract for 12 housing rehabs and 
six substantial reconstructions (or the 
rebuilding of a house that is too costly to 
simply repair) for a total of 18 household 
rehabilitations.  Already, the project has 
taken 17 applications from residents 
interested in participating in the program.  
Each household must be eligible on the 
basis of income and need in order for 
work to be done, but the County is very 
optimistic at the interest shown thus far. 
 

Applications will be taken on a continual 
basis until all 18 eligible households have 
been identified.  Walkthroughs to 
document work scope and costs will be 
conducted beginning in February and 
continuing throughout the winter, with the 
first round of construction slated to begin 
in the spring.  The Baskerville 
Neighborhood Rehab project was funded 
through the Department of Housing and 
Community Development’s Community 
Development Block Grant Program and 
was leveraged with HOME Consortium 
funds and other funding sources to total 
$1,324,445.  For further information, please 
contact Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 

HOME  
Montgomery County is pursuing a HOME-
assisted project in the Town of Blacksburg, 
partnering with nationally acclaimed 
nonprofit real estate developer for the 
arts, Artspace.  Artspace’s mission is to 
create, foster, and preserve affordable 
space for artists and arts organizations. 

The organization pursues this mission 
through development projects, asset 
management activities, consulting services, 
and community-building activities that 
serve artists and arts organizations of all 
disciplines, cultures, and economic 
circumstances.   
 

The Town has already arranged a 
Prefeasibility Meeting with Artspace, 
scheduled for March 30-31; this meeting 
will bring in Artspace staff to meet with 
local stakeholders and assess the viability 
of such a project in the Town.  The Town 
hopes that this project will provide much 
needed housing not only to local artists 
wishing to live and work in the area, but 
to also attract artists from outside the 
area.  For further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 

Water Supply Planning 
The New River Valley Regional Water 
Supply Plan is currently being considered 
by several of the participating localities.  
Both the Town of Dublin and the Town of 
Pulaski have adopted the plan to date.  
Public hearings have been held in the City 
of Radford, Floyd County, and the Towns 
of Pembroke and Rich Creek.  The 
NRVPDC is working with the remaining 
localities to get the public hearings on 
their agendas and assisting as the plan 
and associated drought ordinance works 
through their process.  The draft plan is 
available at: www.nrvpdc.org/
watersupply.html.  For more information, please 
contact Kevin Byrd at (540) 639-9313, ext. 212. 
 

Hazard Mitigation 
Drafting of the New River Valley Hazard 
Mitigation Plan has been completed and is 
now available at: www.nrvpdc.org/
HazardMitigation/2010Draftplan.html.  
The NRVPDC is currently seeking 
comments on the plan from participating 
localities, as well as citizens, adjacent 
Planning District Commissions and the 
business community.  In February, the 
NRVPDC will host a series of public 
meetings throughout the region to 
introduce the plan to the public and solicit 
feedback.  Once those meetings are 
complete, the plan will be sent to the 
Virginia Department of Emergency 
Management and then on to FEMA for 
approval.  Following FEMA approval, the 
plan will be ready for adoption by the 
participating localities.  The NRVPDC 
anticipates starting the plan adoption 
process in mid-spring.  For more information, 
please contact Christy Straight at (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 209. 
 
 

NRVPDC Updates 
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January 27, 2011 
 
Bus Bridge to Rail 
 Amtrak Bus Connector from Lynchburg to 

Roanoke and Blacksburg 
 Roanoke to Lynchburg Connector:  
  O Generate estimated 3,600 passengers 
  O Public Transit Agency cost for service: 

$152,106 per yr 
  O Private third party cost contractor for 

service $329,200 per yr 
 Connector service to Blacksburg: 
 O Generate estimated 800 passengers 
 O Public Transit Agency cost for service: 

$274,571 per yr 
 O Private third party cost for service: 

$568,700 per yr 
Rt. 114 Bridge and Rt. 61 Bridge 
 PDC coordinated meeting between VDOT, 

Pulaski County, City of Radford, 
Montgomery County, Giles County, Town of 
Narrows, and the outdoor recreation 
businesses; Discuss river access issues during 
construction; Resolution appears possible, 
alternate access on either side of river 

VAPDC 

• Winter Conference February 3-4, 2011; 
Partnering with VML/VACO 

Rich Creek School Reuse 

• PDC providing assistance to determine reuse 
for vacant school wing; Working with 
Community Design Assistance Center at VT 
on community meeting; Community meeting 
on Jan. 23rd—40+ in attendance 

TEMCI - Transportation Equipment 
Manufacturing Competitiveness Initiative 

• Hosted 4 marketing meetings to inform 
businesses; Developing a financing seminar 
for businesses in sector to learn about 
capital funding 

Chesapeake Bay TMDL/Watershed 
Implementation Plan 

• VAPDC provided response to the proposed 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL/Watershed 
Implementation Plan; Fairness in regulatory 
measures across entire geography; 
Necessary resources should be made 
available in technical and financial means; 
Regional strategies should be promoted 

Congressman Griffith Meeting 

• 4 of 5 southwest PDC directors met with 
Congressman on 1/27/11; Discussed 
importance of federal programs EDA, ARC, 
Rural Development and CDBG 

Sustainable Communities (Livability 
Initiative) 
• Nearing contract with HUD, early February; 

Advertising two positions (3 year project): 
Project Manager and Community facilitator; 
$1 million grant from HUD (EPA, FHWA); 
Match from EDA, ARC, HOME Consortium, 
Blacksburg CDBG and PDC; Consortium 
appointments upcoming 

 

New River/Mount Rogers  
Workforce Investment Board (WIB) 
The Western Virginia HITE (Health 
Information Technology Education) 
initiative is a regional partnership funded 
through a U.S. Department of Labor 
“Community-Based Jobs Training” grant to 
provide training opportunities for medical 
records specialists/health information 
technicians, medical assistants, pharmacy 
technicians, licensed practical nursing 
(LPN) and registered nursing (RN) 
occupations (award total $4.7 million).  
This collaborative partnership includes 
Mountain Empire Community College, 
Southwest Virginia Community College, 
New River Community College, Virginia 
Western Community College , and grant 
recipient & fiscal agent Virginia Highlands 
Community College, Southwest Virginia 
Workforce Board, New River/Mount 
Rogers Workforce Investment Board, 
Western Virginia Workforce Development 
Board, Virginia Tech, University of 
Virginia’s College at Wise, Carilion Clinic, 
Montgomery Regional Hospital (HCA), 
Pulaski Community Hospital (HCA), Clinch 
Valley Medical Center (Lifepoint), Holston 
Medical Group, Buchanan General 
Hospital and select locations of Mountain 
States Health Alliance. The partnership 
covers 29 jurisdictions in Southwest 
Virginia (the counties of Buchanan, 
Dickenson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Tazewell, 
Wise, Bland, Carroll, Floyd, Giles, 
Grayson, Montgomery, Pulaski, Smyth, 
Washington, Wythe, Alleghany, Botetourt, 
Craig, Roanoke, and Franklin and the 
cities of Norton, Bristol, Galax,  Radford, 
Salem, Roanoke, and Covington). This 
grant was awarded July 1, 2010 and 
ends June 30, 2013.  The HITE initiative 
will provide training to incumbent workers, 
unemployed and underemployed in 
electronic medical records management 
through five community colleges.  Through 
December 31, 2010, 145 participants 
have received training under this grant 
through the New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board with all 
participants currently active.  Daily Board 
staff contact with current and new 
applicants by phone or e-mail averages 
50 contacts per day.  Interest in program 
offerings continues to increase daily.  It is 
projected that a minimum of 250 
individuals will be served under this grant 
by the WIB prior to June 30, 2013. For 
further information, please contact Ronnie Martin at 
(540) 633-6764 or email rmartin@nrvdc.org. 

 

 

  

**************************** 

PDC Welcomes 
New Staff Member and 

Says Farewell to Another 
 

**************************** 
 

 

The PDC welcomes 
Bradley (Brad) 
Mecham to its staff.  
Brad was born in 
Bismarck, North 
Dakota but grew up 
in the small town of 
Annville, 

Pennsylvania.  Brad graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in Geography: Travel 
and Tourism Emphasis from Brigham Young 
University in April of 2008.  He then 
continued on to the University of Arizona 
where he completed a Master of Science in 
Planning: Land Use and Community 
Development Emphasis in May of 2010.  
He and his wife, Dani, and daughter moved 
across the country in December from 
Arizona and have been enjoying the 
“warm” weather here in the New River 
Valley.  Brad completed an internship in 
Chandler, Arizona’s Economic Development 
Department in the summer of 2009 and will 
be working on a variety of economic 
development projects in the New River 
Valley, including the Transportation 
Equipment Manufacturing Competitiveness 
Initiative (TEMCI).  He can be reached at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 206 or 
bmecham@nrvpdc.org.  The PDC would 
also like to say farewell to Jack Whitmore.  
Jack’s last day with the Commission was on 
January 14, 2011.  We wish him the best 
in all of his future endeavors and 
appreciate his service to the Commission 
and the region.   
 
 

NRVPDC Commission meetings are 

held on the fourth Thursday  

of every month, 6:00 p.m., at the 

New River Valley 

 Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn. 

All meetings are open to the public. 



NRV Transportation News 
 

►  The month of December was busy with transportation related activity throughout the 
Commonwealth.  PDC staff attended a special meeting with the Virginia Department of 
Transportation and the Department of Rail and Public Transportation to discuss future 
planning and funding strategies.  Over the course of the next 10-15 years localities will 
be asked to tailor plans to conform to existing funding scenarios that are intended to 
constrain vision planning.  $500 million per year has been transferred from the Six-
Year Improvement Program into maintenance, reducing the amount of funding available 
to fund capacity and safety improvements.  As funding for maintaining the existing 
transportation network continues to shift, Virginia will have less funding available to 
match federal dollars unless additional revenue is generated. 
►  In mid-December, the Governor’s office held a transportation conference in Roanoke 
to discuss the future of transportation in Virginia.  Although Virginia recently ranked 
high in creating new jobs there were challenges ahead for maintaining and improving 
the nation’s 3rd largest transportation network.  The governor urged that the timing was 
appropriate to invest in transportation infrastructure because construction estimates and 
loan interest rates are currently at an all-time low.  The Secretary of Transportation’s 
staff presented numerous revenue generating ideas but were reluctant to endorse a 
particular strategy. 
►  In late December, the Virginia Department of Transportation facilitated a roundtable 
discussion for the communities located along Interstate 81.  The meeting was called by 
the Secretary of Transportation to identify improvements and access to the corridor.  
Meeting participants identified the need for improvements for the interaction between 
truck and vehicle traffic by providing additional lanes along I-81 between its 
intersections with I-77 and I-581.  Improvements to substandard interchanges along the 
route and park and ride locations were also identified. 
►  The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee and Bikeway Walkway Committee 
met on January 18th to discuss the Rural Long Range Transportation Plan, rural 
transportation work program tasks, the Regional Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan and 
recent transportation news.   Furthermore, the committees received news that Bike 
Virginia began registration in December for the 2011 “Roll Through Time” New River 
Valley bicycle tour.  The event is scheduled for June 24-29 and has had almost double 
the amount of participants register within the first month as compared to the last couple 
of years.  The event is expected to bring approximately 2,000 cyclists to the NRV.  For 
further information on transportation related issues, please contact Elijah Sharp at (540) 639-9313, ext. 210. 
 
 

New Vehicle Registrations 
Car registrations decreased throughout the 
District between the 3rd and 4th quarters 
of 2010 with Montgomery County showing 
the largest decrease (138). Truck 
registrations increased in three jurisdictions 
in the same time period with Montgomery 
County showing the largest increase (12). 

Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 2nd quarter wage data for 2009 
and 2010 shows a decrease in average 
employment of 1,920 (2.9%) persons. The 
weekly wage increased ($18) and the 
number of establishments decreased (33 
or .8%). 
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NRV Economic   
Indicators 

************************ 
The U.S. Census 
Bureau announced in 
December 2010 that 
the 2010 Census 
showed the resident 
population of the 

United States on April 1, 2010, was 

308,745,538 an increase of 9.7 percent 
over the 2000 U.S. resident population.  
The U.S. resident population represents the 
total number of people in the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. Virginia’s 
resident population showed a 13% 
increase over the 2000 Census numbers.  
As far as apportionment goes Virginia will 
have the same number of representatives 
(11) and the average number of people 
per representative is 730,703. Beginning 
in February and ending by March 31, 
2011, the Census Bureau will release 
demographic data to the states so their 
governments can start the redistricting 
process.  For other census data product 
release dates, please visit: http://
www.census.gov/population/www/
cen2010/glance/. 

                   TRUCK REGISTRATIONS

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2010 4th Qtr 2010

Floyd County 17 28

Giles County 21 23

Montgomery County 66 78

Pulaski County 44 31

Radford City 11 9

Total 159 169

Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.

* There were no Radford numbers listed for 11/27/10-12/31/10.

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 2nd Qtr 2nd Qtr
Floyd County 2,912 2,889

Giles County 4,801 4,639
Montgomery County 40,234 39,613
Pulaski County 11,913 10,916
Radford City 6,031 5,914
NRVPDC 65,891 63,971
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 2nd Qtr 2nd Qtr
Floyd County $475 $487
Giles County 626 654
Montgomery County 658 664
Pulaski County 579 621
Radford City 739 771
NRVPDC 640 658
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE ESTABLISHMENTS

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 2nd Qtr 2nd Qtr
Floyd County 384 387
Giles County 366 361
Montgomery County 2,190 2,151
Pulaski County 729 741
Radford City 348 344
NRVPDC 4,017 3,984
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

                   CAR REGISTRATIONS

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2010 4th Qtr 2010

Floyd County 81 63

Giles County 92 78

Montgomery County 477 339

Pulaski County 174 154

Radford City 85 66

Total 909 700

Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.
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February 2011 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 
 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28      

Meetings 

 Feb. 1-Blacksburg PC-7:30 p.m. 
 Feb. 3-MPO Policy Board 

Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 Feb.3-4-VAPDC Winter Conf. 
 Feb. 8- Pulaski PC-7 p.m.  
 Feb. 9-Montgomery PC-7 p.m.; 

NRV Commerce Park-Noon  
 Feb. 14-Pulaski Town PC-6 p.m. 
 Feb. 15-Floyd PC-7p.m. 
 Feb. 16-Montgomery PC-7 p.m. 
 Feb. 17-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 

Center-10 a.m. 
 Feb. 21-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 Feb. 22-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.  
 Feb. 24-NRVPDC Commission 

Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 
 Feb. 28-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
  

 
 
 
 

March 2011 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

 

Meetings 

 March 1-Blacksburg PC-7:30 
p.m.  

 March 3-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 March 8-Pulaski PC-7 p.m. 
 March 9-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m. 
 March14-Pulaski Town PC-6 

p.m. 
 March15-BWWW Mtg-

NRVPDC-11:30 a.m.; TAC 
Mtg-NRVPDC-1:30 p.m.; 
Floyd PC-7p.m. 

 March16-Montgomery PC-7 
p.m. 

 March 17-MPO TAC-MC 
Gov’t Center-10 a.m. 

 March 21-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 March 22-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.  
 March 24 - NRVPDC 

Commission Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 
 March 28-Pearisburg PC-7 

p.m. 



THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  February – March 2011 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

Staff of Safe Water Inc., standing by their office in 
the NRVCC; from left to right: Soheilla Mirlohi, Susan 
Mirlohi, and Jay Mirlohi. 

 

Safe Water Inc., Looking on the positive side 
 

By: Susan Mirlohi, Vice President, Safe Water, Inc. 
 

A  tenant  of  the  New  River  Valley  Competitiveness  Center 
since 2004, Safe Water  Inc. recently completed a successful 
and  comprehensive  inspection of  its  laboratory  facilities  as 
conducted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Division  of 
Consolidated  Laboratory  Services  (DCLS)  in  October  2010; 
DCLS  accredits  laboratories  that  provide  testing  for  public 
water  supplies under  the  requirements of  the  federal  Safe 
Drinking Water Act. Providing bacteriological testing services 
to  public  and  private  water  supplies  since  its  start‐up  in 
2004, Safe Water  Inc. has successfully completed several of 
such  inspections and remains hopeful to continue positively 
into the future. The administrative costs of accreditation and 
operation can be significant for a small laboratory, especially 
during  a  slow  economy;  however,  what  keeps  a  business 
going is always remembering its mission, as it is the case for 
all of us making it through every day life obstacles by having 
a  purpose.    For  Safe Water,  Inc.,  this mission  has  always 
been to provide an important and needed service to the community while informing customers about the nature 
of their drinking water, quality, maintenance, and safety requirements, regardless of any financial gains. As says 
Jay Mirlohi, President, “It is our goal to use our gathered knowledge and skills in sciences and engineering for the 
good of mankind and the environment, to the best of our abilities”.  
 

In  spite  of  the  current  slowly  recovering  economy,  walking  through  the  hallways  of  the  New  River  Valley 
Competitiveness Center,  it  is easy not  to get discouraged  reading  the words of wisdom displayed on  the walls, 
upon which Safe Water, Inc. and many other small businesses have been built: “OPPORTUNITY, Where there is an 
open window,  there  is  limitless opportunity; CHALLENGE, Greatness  is achieved  in  the absence of  fear. Courage 
and effort is not enough without vision; ATTITUDE, What happens to a man is less significant than what lies within; 
VISION, The best way to see the future is to create it; DETERMINATION, Determination gets you to the top; it takes 
character  to  stay  there;  TEAMWORK, When  a  team  acts  as  one,  sky  is  the  limit;  POSSIBILITIES,  To  discover 
possibilities is to reach beyond, into the impossible”. 
 

As with many other small business owners, Safe Water, Inc.’s endeavor has been less than profitable over the past 
few  years. Nonetheless,  the  Company  takes  pride  in  knowing  that  it  is making  a  positive  contribution  to  the 
community by being there; whether it is through providing a needed service to the community, helping two local 
middle school students complete a science project about drinking water safety, providing timely and exceptional 
service  to a public utility  in the midst of a “boil water” alert, or  to help ease worries and/or raise awareness of 
homeowners about the quality and maintenance of their drinking water systems.  
 

Believing  in  its mission and  inspired by these eloquent words of the  late Mother Teresa, "We know only too well 
that what we are doing is nothing more than a drop in the ocean. But if the drop were not there, the ocean would 
be missing something", Safe Water Inc. continues to look on the positive side as it moves through 2011. They can 
be reached at 540.633.6739 (office), 6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 108, online at www.safewaterinc.com, or by e‐
mail: safewater@nrvdc.org or mirlohis@vt.edu (Susan Mirlohi). 



2 
 

Business Classes 
Offered 

 
A  series  of  business  classes  are  being  offered  through  Beans  and  Rice,  Inc.  and  the  Virginia  Small  Business 
Development Center at Radford University. They  include First Step FastTrac Entrepreneurial Program as well as 
customer service and business basics programs. 
 
The First Step FastTrac Entrepreneurial Program was  first developed by  the Kauffman Foundation  in Kansas City 
and  is now being offered  through a partnership with B&R and  the SBDC‐RU.  This program  is conducted nation‐
wide by facilitators trained by the Kauffman Foundation. Web site: http://fasttrac.org. The costs are $52.00 for the 
First Step Fast Trac notebook and $35.00 tuition (total $87.00).  Classes will be each Tuesday at the Beans and Rice 
Inc. office  in Pulaski from 6:00pm to 9:00pm beginning Tuesday, February 8 and will continue for 12 weeks. The 
class has limited enrollment and applicants are accepted on a first come basis.  For additional information, contact 
Eric Bucey with Beans and Rice,  Inc. at 540‐980‐4111 or David Shanks at the Small Business Assistance Center at 
540‐831‐7027. 
 
The Business Basics and the Customer Service Workshops are both being offered through a partnership between 
B&R, SBDC‐RU and People, Inc. (a non‐profit organization serving southwest Virginia). These classes will be held at 
the Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn on February 17th with the Business Basics Workshop from 9am to noon and 
the  Customer  Service Workshop  from  1pm  until  3pm.  Both  workshops  are  free  but  advanced  registration  is 
required. For more information on the workshop and to register, go to www.peopleinc.com.eventbrite.com or call 
Eric Bucey at Beans and Rice, Inc. at 540‐980‐4111. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

New River Valley Job Fair Expo 
 

Your company is invited to participate in the New River Valley Job Fair Expo which will be held on March 31st, 2011 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, at New River Community College in Dublin.  This is an excellent opportunity for you to 
engage  with  potential  employees,  technically  trained  entry‐level  employees,  recent  college  graduates  and 
experienced professionals.   Space  is  limited  so  the  registration deadline  for employers  is March 24  (or until  all 
available slots have been filled). 
             
There  is  a  registration  fee  of  only  $95  which  includes  lunch  and  afternoon  snacks  for  up  to  two  company 
representatives, an exhibit booth and paid advertising prior to the Expo.  Register by February 17 and save $25. For 
additional information, contact Patricia Ryan at pryan@nr.edu or 540‐674‐3600, Ext. 4352. 

 
 

 

 
For Competitiveness Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Acting Incubator Managers 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  



 

New River Valley Regional Open Access Network 
Environmental Assessment  

In August 2010, Citizens Telephone Cooperative received a $9.2 million 
dollar grant from the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) to construct the New River Valley Regional Open 
Access Network.  This network consists of approximately 186 miles of fiber 
running from Wythe County into Botetourt County and throughout the New 

River Valley.  The proposed service area contains 59 public K-12 schools, 2 community 
college campuses, 2 higher education institutions, 7 medical/healthcare facilities, 14 public 
libraries, 43 public safety facilities, and 41 other government locations. 
 
In November 2010, Citizens contracted with the NRVPDC as staff support for the New 
River Valley Network Wireless Authority to do the Environmental Assessment required by 
NTIA to fulfill the requirements set forth in the National Environmental Policy Act.  The 
NRVPDC has been working to contact applicable state and federal agencies for comment 
on the project.  Currently, the NRVPDC is working through issues with the potential for 
endangered species within the project area. 
 
The draft of the Environmental Assessment will be completed by early February, barring 
any extensions necessary to complete consultations with the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 
For more information, please contact Kevin Byrd at (540) 639-9313, ext. 212. 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  
Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 

jgilbertson@nrvpdc.org 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 
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Employment 

Opportunity: 
 

The NRVPDC is hiring 

a Land Use Planner. 

For further 

information, please 

visit nrvpdc.org 
 
 



 
 

Bike Month 
Every year, RIDE Solutions runs a 
Clean Commute campaign to 
encourage commuters to use a 
cleaner commute mode – biking, 
walking, riding the bus, 
carpooling – on one or more 
Fridays in May. Participants 
pledge to use a cleaner 
commute mode, register their 
miles online, and are entered 
for a prize drawing. More 
information and events will be 
posted on-line at http://
www.ridesolutions.org/
cleancommute/index.shtml as 
planning progresses. 
 
We’re planning now to repeat 
last year’s Fix Fest and Bike 
Swap in April and Clean 
Commute Fridays in May. Last 
year over 70 bikes were tuned 
up and made road-ready at the 
Fix Fest. The Clean Commute 
campaign saw 200 participants 
pledge nearly 10,000 miles! 
 
If you’re interested in setting up 
a Bike Month or Clean Commute 
event in your community, we can 
help.  
 
Already have an event 
planned? Let us know and we’ll 
post it to the website.   
 
For further information, please 
contact Christy Straight at 
cstraight@nrvpdc.org or by phone 
at (540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 
 

 

 

It’s an exciting 
time for 

sustainable transportation in the 
New River Valley. Virginia Tech 
is seeing great success in their 
Commuter Alternatives Program, 
several thousand visitors to the 
region will be touring the area’s 
scenic routes by bicycle, and a 
number of events are planned 
to encourage and celebrate 
cleaner commuting. 
 
Virginia Tech 
A recent survey conducted by 
the NRVPDC confirms that a 
partnership between Virginia 
Tech and RIDE Solutions has had 
significant success promoting 
alternative transportation 
opportunities.  According to the 
survey results, more than half of 
Tech’s participating employees 
had never tried other 
alternative transportation 
options before carpooling to 
campus. That’s a significant 
behavior change in daily 
commuting! 
 
Commuters took advantage of 
Virginia Tech’s Commuter 
Alternatives Program (CAP), 
which offers preferred parking 
for carpoolers and reduced-
price parking passes and is 
supported by incentives like 
RIDE Solutions’ Guaranteed 
Ride Home service and its 
carpool matching program. 
These incentives have 
successfully persuaded 
employees from around the 
region to change the way 
they get to work. The first 
step to trying a new commute 

method can be a high hurdle to 
overcome.  CAP’s success is 
attributed to removing these 
hurdles. 
 
In addition, by partnering with 
RIDE Solutions to provide 
commuters carpool matches on a 
regional basis, Virginia Tech is 
able to support drivers with 
destinations in and around 
Blacksburg and Christiansburg 
by taking advantage of RIDE 
Solutions corridor matching 
capability to form carpools 
among employees of multiple 
organizations. 
 
Bike Virginia 
Bike Virginia is bringing its 
annual Virginia bike tour to the 
New River Valley region. 
Registration started in December 
for the 2011 "Roll Through Time" 
tour. The tour starts on June 24 
and travels a different scenic 
route each day, wrapping up on 
June 29. The event is expected 
to bring approximately 2,000 
cyclists to the NRV. More 
information about the event is 
available at http://
bikevirginia.org/. 

“Sustainable Transportation  
in the Spotlight” 

NRVPDC Commissioners 
 FLOYD COUNTY 

FRED GERALD 
EVELYN JANNEY 

 GILES COUNTY 
RICHARD MCCOY 
VACANT 

 MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
MIKE HARVEY 
ANNETTE PERKINS 

 PULASKI COUNTY 
CHARLES BOPP 
JOSEPH SHEFFEY 
DOUG WARREN 

 CITY OF RADFORD 
HELEN HARVEY 
TIM COX 

 TOWN OF BLACKSBURG 
DON LANGREHR 
HOLLY LESKO, CHAIR 

 TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
HENRY SHOWALTER 
SCOTT WEAVER, TREASURER 

 TOWN OF FLOYD 
MIKE PATTON, VICE CHAIR 

 TOWN OF NARROWS 
TOM GARRETT 

 TOWN OF PEARISBURG 
VACANT 

 TOWN OF PULASKI 
LARRY CLEVINGER 
MORGAN WELKER 

 TOWN OF RICH CREEK 
GARY EATON 

 RADFORD UNIVERSITY 
RICHARD ALVAREZ 

 VIRGINIA TECH 
DAVID DENT 
KEVIN SULLIVAN 
———————— 
KEVIN R. BYRD, AICP 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 
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Pulaski County Local Planning 
Assistance 
PDC staff are providing assistance to 
Pulaski County in exploring possible 
refinements to its Wind Energy 
Ordinance. At the time of its adoption, 
Pulaski County’s Wind Energy 
Ordinance was the first such local 
regulation in the Commonwealth to 
address large, medium, and small wind 
energy facilities in a single ordinance. 
 
PDC staff are also providing assistance 
to the County Planning Commission and 
staff in updating the County’s 
Subdivision Ordinance. This process is 
just getting underway and will last 
approximately 6 to 8 months. This effort 
will employ an advisory committee 
consisting of representatives of the 
Planning Commission, the development 
community, and County staff.  For further 
information, please contact Patrick Burton at (540) 
639-9313, ext. 217. 

 
Baskerville Neighborhood 
Rehabilitation Project 
The Baskerville Neighborhood Rehab 
Project has been moving steadily along.  
The first round of applications have 
been taken and processed and the 
second round of applications are 
currently being conducted.  Applicants 
are eligible based on the criteria of 
need and income (all applicants must 
make below 80% of the area median 
income for their family size - $46,250 
for a family of four). 
 
Pulaski has received funding to 
complete 18 housing rehabilitations, and 
applications will continue to be taken 
until all 18 eligible households have 
been identified.  Walkthroughs to 
document work scope and costs, 
asbestos and termite inspections, and 
preliminary title searches are all 
currently being conducted.  The first 
round of houses to be bid out for 
construction is slated for sometime in 
May.  The Baskerville Neighborhood 
Rehab project was funded through the 
Department of Housing and Community 
Development’s Community Development 
Block Grant Program and was 
leveraged with HOME Consortium funds 

and other funding sources to total 
$1,324,445.  For further information, please 
contact Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
HOME  
The HOME Consortium, now finishing its 
third year of funding, is working 
diligently on several projects in the New 
River Valley:  a mixed used rental 
project in the Town of Narrows; an 
assisted living facility in the Town of Rich 
Creek; two housing rehab projects in 
Pulaski County and Pulaski Town; a 
mixed used rental project in the City of 
Radford; a rental rehab project in the 
Town of Christiansburg; and planning 
for an affordable housing project in the 
Town of Blacksburg. 
 
Each of these projects have used local 
HOME funds to leverage additional 
funding sources, including:  State HOME 
funds, Community Development Block 
Grant funds, Virginia Housing 
Development Authority funds, historic 
state tax credits, Low Income Housing 
Tax Credits, local dollars, and private 
investment. 
 
The HOME Consortium is also proud to 
be a participant of the New River 
Valley Sustainable Communities Project, 
a three year planning grant sponsored 
by HUD, EPA, and DOT, which identifies 
housing as a major component of the 
grant.  For further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
Transportation Equipment 
Manufacturing Competitiveness 
Initiative Update (TEMCI) 
TEMCI, which came to the region through 
an Economic Development 
Administration Trade Adjustment 
Assistance grant, received 13 Letters of 
Intent from 10 companies to apply for 
funding.  Of these 10 companies, 5 are 
located within the New River Valley.  
These funds can be used by 
transportation manufacturers and their 
suppliers for three purposes:  1) Process 
Improvements; 2) Product Development; 
and 3) Green Technologies.  Currently, 
each of these companies is working with 
Virginia Tech faculty on developing a 
formal proposal which will be submitted 
at the beginning of April.  Once the 
formal proposals are submitted, funding 

announcements will be made by the 
TEMCI Regional Leadership Team in  
mid-April with projects anticipated to 
start in May.  These funds will help the 
New River Valley to remain competitive 
in the global economy while 
strengthening the ties between 
businesses within the region.  For more 
information, please contact Brad Mecham at (540) 
639-9313, ext. 206. 
 

New River/Mount Rogers  
Workforce Investment Board (WIB) 
Future funding for Workforce Investment 
Act programs is in danger of being 
eliminated.  The Workforce Investment 
Act provides funding to states and 
subsequently into local Workforce 
Investment Boards, to provide core 
services, intensive services, training and 
supportive services to citizens in need of 
those services to find and retain 
meaningful employment.  The New 
River/Mount Rogers Workforce 
Investment Board has served and 
placed thousands of our citizens since 
WIA began on July 1, 2000 in Virginia.  
Currently, Congress has taken action to 
eliminate all funding for Workforce 
Investment Act programs effective July 
1, 2011.  Both the President and Senate 
are opposed to this action.  All WIB 
members and elected officials have 
been asked to contact their 
representatives and express their 
concern over this elimination of program 
funds.  If funds are eliminated, many 
people currently in training will be 
required to secure other funding or drop 
out of training.  The WIB is hopeful that 
a compromise will be reached that will 
continue funding for this very essential 
workforce program.  With the 
unemployment rate currently over 9% in 
the New River/Mount Rogers area, 
funding to train and place unemployed 
citizens is crucial for our economy to 
recover.  If funds are eliminated our 
current funding will be exhausted by the 
end of August or September, 2011.  For 
further information, please contact Ronnie Martin at 
(540) 633-6764 or email rmartin@nrvdc.org. 

NRVPDC Updates 
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March 24, 2011 
Wind Energy Ordinance 
 Pulaski County - 1st in VA with Ordinance 
 DEQ’s Renewable Energy Local Outreach 

Stakeholders; DEQ creating model 
ordinance for VA local gov’ts; PDC/
Pulaski County Presentation 3/31 in 
Richmond 

Financial Conversion Project 
Site visit April 11—13 for Indirect Cost Plan; 
PDC receive full software in late May-Enter 
employee records in June; Site visit July 18-
22 run first payroll-chart of accounts, 
accounts payable, cash receipts, journal 
entries; site visit August 1 –5 run second 
payroll-budgeting 
Sustainable Communities Presentations 
Blacksburg Partnership; Mayor’s Climate 
Actions Task Force (Blacksburg); 
Development District Association of 
Appalachia (ARC Conference) 
DC Visits 
 Congressman Griffith staff visit 
 Senator Warner staff visit 
 Discussed:  Economic Development 

Administration, Community 
Development Block Grants, Rural 
Development, Appalachian Regional 
Commission 

Take Home Materials 
 Cultural Heritage Investments in SWVA 
Office of the Governor Letter regarding 

the Chesapeake Bay 
 Economic Development Announcement-

Modea 
 Planning Commissioner Training April 27, 

2011, 6 p.m. 
Presentation 
Joan Salvati,  Division Director with the 
Virginia Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, presented material on Virginia’s 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL Watershed 
Implementation Plan. 
 
 
 
 
NRVPDC Commission meetings are held on 
the fourth Thursday of every month, 6:00 
p.m., at the New River Valley 
Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn.  All 
meetings are open to the public. 

 

**************************** 

PDC Welcomes Back 
Previous Staff Member 

and Says Farewell  
to Another 

**************************** 
 

The 
NRVPDC 
recently 
added 
another 
category 
to its 
recycling 
list: 
planners. 
Patrick 
Burton, a 
member 
of the 
PDC staff 

from 1996 to 2005, returned to the 
PDC team on March 16th. He left the 
PDC in 2005 to work as an assistant 
planner at VDOT’s Salem District 
office. From mid-2008 until returning 
to the PDC, Patrick served as 
associate director of the Joint 
Industrial Development Authority of 
Wythe County, Wytheville, and Rural 
Retreat. In his new role, he will be 
focusing on efforts related to the 
PDC’s Local Planning Assistance 
Program. Welcome back Patrick! 
 
The PDC would also like to say 
farewell and good luck to Regina 
Elsner.  Regina’s last day with the 
Commission was on February 9, 
2011.  Regina left the PDC to move to 
Littleton Colorado to be closer to 
family.  She will be working in 
Brighton Colorado as an Open Space 
Grant Coordinator for the Adams 
County Parks and Community 
Resources Department.  We wish her 
the best in all of her future endeavors 
and appreciate her dedicated service 
to the Commission and the region.   
 
 

  

 
 
February 24, 2011 
VAPDC Winter Conference 
Governor McDonnell - Past 2 months at 5% 

revenue growth in VA; Priorities: 1)Higher 
Education - $75 million in new funding 2)
Transportation - accelerate debt issuance, 
create infrastructure bank 3)Job Creation/
Economic Development - $54 million 
package for R&D for Nano/Bio, Aerospace 
and Manufacturing, Tourism, Film, Wine 4)
Government Reform - VRS “not in good 
shape”, VA one of few states with 100% 
employer supported program. 

 Secretary of Transportation - $1.7 billion in 
construction this year; Asking PDC’s & 
localities to ID revenue sharing before SYIP 
starting; $3.2 billion in bonds trying to issue 
this year (jumpstart); Sustained funding 
issue next year 
All General Assembly - 140 seats, up for 

re-election and redistricting 
Infrastructure Bank - local governments, 
private sector can access for loan 
guarantee, low interest rates 
Developments may proffer a project up 

front and finance via bank 
  Revenue sharing - $200 million total w/

$10 million max per project 
 Electric Car Deployment - Richmond 1 of 

19 metros to receive launch of vehicles 
Community College grant to train 

technicians 
Dominion Power addressing 

infrastructure issues; Level 1 charge = 
120v @8-16 hrs; Level 2 charge = 
240v @4-6 hrs (most popular = dryer 
demand); Pure electric cars (LEAF & 
Tesla) 100 miles no gas; Average home 
= 6.6kw electric load 

80% users private charge at home 
20% users public charge (15 min quick 

charge) 
Range Anxiety, stuck in winter storms? 

ARC Grants 2011 
1) Micro-Hydro Power Generation 
Demonstration Project for Community 
Education ($19,838) 2) Draper Corridor 
Development Strategic Plan ($84,210) 3) 
Asset Inventory for VA’s Heritage Migration 
Route, to include Wilderness Road, Fincastle 
Turnpike, Carolina Road and Daniel Boone 
Heritage Trails ($60,000); 4)‘Round the 
Mountain Education Coordinator Project 
($56,500) 5) Southwest Virginia Cultural 
Heritage Project - Inviting the World to 
Southwest Virginia ($500,000) 
‘Round the Mountain 
Heartwood opening late June -
www.heartwoodvirginia.org 
 

 



NRV Transportation News 
 
 

►  The NRVPDC and VDOT would like to invite you to the New River Valley region’s 
2035 Rural Long-Range Plan (RLRP) Public Meeting; scheduled for Thursday, April 
28th from 4:00 – 6:00 pm, at the NRV Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn.  We would 
like to hear your comments on the draft plan; particularly on the proposed 
recommendations.  The final report will be released in June 2011 and will complete 
the six-year process of developing the plan. 
►  January 26th the PDC and the Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Montgomery MPO kicked 
off a regional public transportation organization study.  Stakeholders were invited to 
participate on behalf of the region’s local governments and public transportation 
providers.  As interest in public transportation continues to increase in the New River 
Valley there may be opportunities to create new services, establish partnerships, and 
increase funding competitiveness for the benefit of each community in the region.  The 
next Stakeholder Committee meeting will be scheduled for early April 2011. 
►  The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee met on March 15th to discuss local 
Transit Development Plans (BT and PAT) and the 2035 RLRP.  The committee also 
reviewed the initial draft of the FY 12 Rural Transportation Work Program.  Major 
work components proposed for next year include: local planning assistance, 
prioritizing projects identified in the RLRP, day-rides to inventory maintenance needs, 
and staffing regional committees.  Larger projects identified include the Livability 
Initiative and completing the Regional Public Transportation Organization Analysis. 
►  The Bikeway-Walkway Committee did not meet in March.  However, progress on 
the region’s Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan continues.  Next steps include 
presenting the draft materials to local governments and identifying local priorities.  
Also, the 2011 Bike Virginia planning has been steadily progressing.  Draft maps of 
the routes for each ride have been posted online and a test ride is scheduled for mid- 
April.  For further information on transportation related issues, please contact Elijah Sharp at (540) 639-9313, 
ext. 210. 
 
 

Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 3rd quarter employment and 
wage data for 2009 and 2010 shows a 
decrease in average employment of 635 
(1%) persons. The weekly wage increased 
($18) and the number of establishments 
decreased (5 or .1%). 

Taxable Sales 
The dollar amount of taxable sales increased 
throughout most of the NRV jurisdictions 
between the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2010.  
Montgomery County showed the largest 
increase ($4,944,418) with  Pulaski County 
showing the largest decrease ($3,857,910). 
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NRV Economic   
Indicators 

Population 
Population data from the 2010 Census show that the New River Valley increased in 
population (13,091 persons) from 2000.  Montgomery County showed the largest increase 
(10,763 persons).    

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr
Floyd County 2,782 2,834

Giles County 4,758 4,809
Montgomery County 39,424 39,011
Pulaski County 11,720 11,402
Radford City 5,778 5,771
NRVPDC 64,462 63,827
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr
Floyd County $495 $493
Giles County 633 689
Montgomery County 728 742
Pulaski County 595 612
Radford City 719 743
NRVPDC 686 704
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE ESTABLISHMENTS

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 3rd Qtr
Floyd County 381 384
Giles County 363 360
Montgomery County 2,185 2,165
Pulaski County 725 742
Radford City 346 344
NRVPDC 4,000 3,995
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

                     TAXABLE SALES

2010 2010
Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr
Floyd County 15,637,716 15,776,768
Giles County 32,009,112 30,665,654
Montgomery County 226,158,714 231,103,132
Pulaski County 76,739,800 72,881,890
Radford City 16,908,971 18,463,498
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation.

Jurisdiction 2000 Census 2010 Census %  Change
Floyd County 13,874 15,279 10.1%
    Floyd Town 432 425 -1.6%
Giles County 16,657 17,286 3.8%
    Glen Lyn Town 151 115 -23.8%
    Narrows Town 2,111 2,029 -3.9%
    Pearisburg Town 2,729 2,786 2.1%
    Pembroke Town 1,134 1,128 -0.5%
    Rich Creek Town 665 774 16.4%
Montgomery County 83,629 94,392 12.9%
    Blacksburg Town 39,573 42,620 7.7%
    Christiansburg Town 16,947 21,041 24.2%
Pulaski County 35,127 34,872 -0.7%
    Dublin Town 2,288 2,534 10.8%
    Pulaski Town 9,473 9,086 -4.1%
Radford City 15,859 16,408 3.5%
NRVPDC 165,146 178,237 7.9%
Virginia 7,078,515 8,001,024 13.0%
Sources: US Census Bureau:  2010 Census Redistricting Data.

             US Census Bureau:  2000 Census.
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Meetings 

 April 5-Blacksburg PC-7:30 
p.m. 

 April 7-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 April 11-Pulaski Town PC-6 
p.m. 

 April 12- Pulaski PC-7 p.m.  
 April 13-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m.; NRV Commerce Park-
Noon  

 April 18-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 April 19-Floyd PC-7p.m. 
 April 20-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m. 
 April 21-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 

Center-10 a.m. 
 April 25-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
 April 26-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.  
 April 27- Planning 

Commissioner Training-6 p.m. 
 April 28– VDOT Rural Long 

Range Plan: Public Mtg-4-6 
p.m.-NRV Competitiveness 
Center; NRVPDC Commission 
Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 

May 2011 
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Meetings 

 May 3-Blacksburg PC-7:30 
p.m.  

 May 5-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 May 9-Pulaski Town PC-6 p.m. 
 May 10-Pulaski PC-7 p.m. 
 May 11-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m. 
 May 12-VDOT SYIP Public 

Hearing, VDOT Salem 
Auditorium-6 p.m. 

 May16-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 May17-BWWW Mtg-

NRVPDC-11:30 a.m.; TAC 
Mtg-NRVPDC-1:30 p.m.; Floyd 
PC-7p.m. 

 May18-Montgomery PC-7 
p.m. 

 May 19-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 
Center-10 a.m. 

 May 23-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
 May 24-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.  
 May 26 - NRVPDC Commission 

Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 
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Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  April – May 2011 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

 

Blue Ridge Satellite 
(Joined the New River Valley Competitiveness Center in 2008) 

 

Entertainment is something that we all enjoy! Do you realize that you have a local satellite 
provider in your area, someone that you can come in to talk to or call without having to speak 
to an automated system? Blue Ridge Satellite is a locally owned company that was started in 
2003 by Greg McCracken. It is an authorized retailer for Dish Network, DIRECTV, HughesNet 
Satellite Internet and Wildblue Internet. They offer the same services as the National 
companies but with local customer service. 
 
In 2006 Tracy Shelton became part owner and in 2010 Justin Reece was added as an 
Installer/Sales Associate. Their success has been built on excellent customer service with the 
understanding that people want and need quality care. They have greatly benefited from their 
quality in Customer Service due to the continuous referrals they receive from current 
customers.  
 
They currently are in Dish Networks Summit Advantage program which means they receive 
referrals directly from the national company. This has provided extra revenue and given them 
room to grow. They are extremely proud of the fact that to participate in this as a retailer the 
company can only lose less than 1% of their customers! It pays to be a local company that cares 
about local people. 
   
 The staff of Blue Ridge Satellite has recently attended trainings that will help expand their 
market. Soon they will be offering solar panel solutions for whole house power and hot water. 
They are very excited to get into the green energy business and look at it as an avenue to 
further business and continue the quality customer service they provide.  
 
Blue Ridge Satellite can help you choose what service provider is the best choice for you and 
your family. They understand the challenging economic struggles we are dealing with. Blue 
Ridge Satellite wants to help you receive the entertainment and services you desire without 
paying a fortune. If you or someone you know is interested in satellite television or internet 
services they can contact Blue Ridge Satellite at 540‐633‐0797 or by email at 
blueridgesatellite@gmail.com. 
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NEW RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  
A CUSTOMIZED TRAINING PROGRAM FOR YOUR BUSINESS 

 
NRCC's Office of Workforce Development 
offers a wide array of training programs 
for local businesses and industries.  But, 
did you know that they also provide 
customized training? 
 
They are happy to sit down with you and discuss your organization's unique training needs.   They'll 
listen to your goals, questions and concerns and create a specialized training program just for you.  
Whether its communication and leadership skills, teamwork, safety or any of dozens of other topics, 
they'll work with you to craft targeted training activities dedicated to achieving your desired outcomes. 
 
The main question you'll be asked to answer is "your place or theirs?"  They can provide a comfortable, 
functional training environment at NRCC's campus in Dublin or bring your custom training program right 
to your door! 
 
Call 540‐674‐3613 for information. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

CHICK‐FIL‐A LEADERCAST 
 

The Crossroads Institute in Galax, Virginia will be presenting the Chick‐Fil‐A Leadercast. The Leadercast is 
a nationally renowned leadership development series and will include a wide range of speakers, 
including: Seth Godin and John Maxwell (Leadership Experts), Mack Brown (University of Texas Football 
Coach), Robin Roberts (ABC’s “Good Morning America”) and Dave Ramsey (money‐management 
expert), among others. 
 

Build your team culture, strengthen relationships with business professionals in your community, 

generate revenue, and introduce leadership training that will inspire and strengthen the business 

leaders in your city. 

The seminar will be held Friday, May 6, 2011 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and the cost is $49 per person. 
Visit www.chick‐fil‐aleadercast.com for more information. Seating is limited so sign up early by calling 
the Crossroads Institute at 276‐236‐0391. 

 

 

For Competitiveness Center information contact: 
Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Acting Incubator Managers 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  



 

Commerce Park Utility  
Infrastructure Improvements 

 
Construction is underway for the 
expansion of water and sewer service in 
the eastern part of Pulaski County. The 
project will provide a capacity of 1 
million gallons a day at the New River 
Valley Commerce Park and another 1 
million gallons for residential service. 
 
Six different improvements comprise the 
project: upgrades for pumping at the 
Commerce Park and at the City of 
Radford water treatment plant; a 24-
inch water line that will cross the New 

River; a 12-inch water main; a force main for the sewer; a new 1 MGD water 
storage tank; and water and sewer service lines at the Commerce Park. Contractors 
are expected to be installing lines and a water tank through September 2012.  For 
more information, please contact Christy Straight at (540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  
Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 

jgilbertson@nrvpdc.org 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 
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nrvpdc.org 



visitors familiar with the area 
were asked what the area had 
to offer, the top three responses 
were that the region is relaxing, 
good for families, and offers a 
lot for outdoor recreation.  
When asked what the region 
offers to a significant degree, 
visitors responded with scenic 
drives, hiking, wildlife viewing, 
camping, interesting small towns 
and villages, good place to 
walk/stroll, and warm friendly 
people at the top of their lists.  
The New River Valley has a lot 
to offer to those of varying 
vacation preferences, from 
extreme sports to family friendly 
activities. 
 
To further capitalize on the 
growing tourism trend in the New 
River Valley, http://www. 
ExploreNewRiverValley.com was 
created.  The site provides a 
clearinghouse for information for 
visitors and residents so that they 
may enjoy all that the New River 
Valley has to offer.  For further 
information, please contact Brad Mecham 
at bmecham@nrvpdc.org or by phone at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 206. 

 

 

 
 

A tourism 
partnership 
project with 

support from the Chambers of 
Commerce, Visitors Centers, local 
governments, and the New River 
Valley Planning District 
Commission unveiled a new 
regional tourism website on May 
31st.  The regional tourism site, 
found at http://www. 
ExploreNewRiverValley.com, 
provides information on outdoor 
recreation (paddle sports, 
fishing, trails), cultural activities 
(events, museums, music), and 
other tourist attractions and 
destinations within the New River 
Valley. 
 
Tourism in the New River Valley 
has become increasingly 
important to the region’s 
economy in the past several 
years and the Blue Ridge 
Highlands (Washington to 
Franklin County, including the 
whole New River Valley) has 
become one of the top tourism 
destinations in Virginia.  
According to the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation, the Blue Ridge 
Highlands region of Virginia 

generated $637 million in 
revenue, supported more than 
7,500 jobs and provided nearly 
$50 million in state and local 
taxes. 
 
The tourism industry proved fairly 
resilient to the economic 
downturn.  2009 was a very 
challenging year for the industry; 
however, the losses experienced 
in the New River Valley were less 
severe than many other 
communities.  Revenues in the 
Blue Ridge Highlands declined 
by 5% in 2009 compared to the 
previous year.  In contrast, the 
state as a whole lost 8% and 
Virginia remained highly 
competitive compared to other 
states.  While all industry sectors 
were lagging in 2009, the 
tourism industry in the New River 
Valley showed significant signs of 
sustained vitality. 
 
So, what makes this area 
attractive to visitors?  According 
to the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation, mountains/hills and 
the scenic beauty of the area top 
the list for why visitors travel to 
the New River Valley.  When 

“New River Valley  
Regional Tourism Website”  

in the Spotlight 
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Town of Floyd Comprehensive Plan 
PDC staff are continuing to assist the 
Town of Floyd Planning Commission and 
staff in development of the Town’s first 
Comprehensive Plan document focusing 
solely on the Town. Prior to this effort, 
the Town and Floyd County maintained 
a joint comprehensive plan than covered 
both localities. The Town Planning 
Commission is currently reviewing draft 
plan information. For further information, please 
contact Patrick Burton at (540) 639-9313, ext. 217. 

 
Radford Local Planning Assistance 
PDC staff are providing assistance to 
the City of Radford Planning 
Commission and staff in updating the 
City’s Subdivision Ordinance. This 
process is just getting underway. An 
advisory committee consisting of City 
Planning Commission members will be 
involved in developing the update. For 
further information, please contact Patrick Burton at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 217.  

 
Pulaski County Subdivision 
Ordinance 
PDC staff are continuing to provide 
assistance to the County Planning 
Commission and staff in updating the 
County’s Subdivision Ordinance. This 
effort involves an advisory committee 
consisting of representatives of the 
Planning Commission, the development 
community, and County staff. For further 
information, please contact Patrick Burton at (540) 
639-9313, ext. 217.  

 
Baskerville Neighborhood 
Rehabilitation Project 
The Baskerville Neighborhood 
Rehabilitation project continues to 
proceed at a steady pace.  The first 
round of applications, consisting of 12 
properties, have been processed and 
three of those properties have been 
approved by the Housing Oversight 
Board for construction rehabilitation. 
Pulaski County has received funding to 
complete 18 housing rehabilitations, and 
applications will continue to be taken 
until all 18 eligible households have 
been identified. Walk-throughs to 
document the scope of work and costs, 
asbestos and termite inspections, and 
preliminary title searches have been 
conducted for the first round (12 

properties). The first three houses to be 
bid out for construction are slated for 
late May with construction to follow in 
June. This Rehabilitation project is being 
funded through the Department of 
Housing and Community Development’s 
Community Development Block Grant 
Program and is being leveraged with 
HOME Consortium funds.  For further 
information, please contact Ken Hall at (540) 639-
9313, ext. 208. 
 
Transportation Equipment 
Manufacturing Competitiveness 
Initiative Update (TEMCI) 
Upon completing letters of intent and 
submitting formal applications, six 
companies’ projects within the New River 
Valley, Mount Rogers, and Roanoke 
Valley regions were awarded funding 
from the Economic Development 
Administration’s Trade Adjustment 
Assistance program.  Nearly $1.67 
million was awarded to the New River 
Valley Planning District Commission to 
aid transportation equipment 
manufacturers and in this first round, 
nearly half a million dollars has been 
divvied out to the six companies with 
nine projects total.  These projects also 
produced nearly $200,000 in private 
investment from the six companies. 
 
The companies that have received 
funding are Volvo Trucks North America, 
Volvo Logistics, Salem Vent, Imperial 
Group of Dublin, Dynax  America, and 
Metalsa of Roanoke.  Each of these 
companies has been assigned a faculty 
member from Virginia Tech’s Center for 
High Performance Manufacturing, or 
other department, or staff from 
GENEDGE ALLIANCE to provide 
technical assistance for each of the 
projects.  Many of the projects focus on 
process improvements, while two of the 
projects will develop new products and 
two will contribute to green 
technologies.  These three focus areas 
were previously determined and the 
nine projects provide a broad spectrum 
of projects, which was the original intent 
of the grant. 
 
These projects will all be completed 
within a twelve month period.  At the 
end of these twelve months, results will 
be measured by job creation and 
retention as well as the overall 

strengthening of the transportation 
manufacturing industry in western 
Virginia which provides thousands of 
jobs to local workers. 
 
A second round of funding will 
commence in the fall where the 
remainder of the grant will be awarded 
to applicant companies who meet the 
criteria for funding.  Marketing efforts 
will begin in the early summer to notify 
companies of this opportunity to 
strengthen their individual company, 
strengthen the transportation equipment 
manufacturing industry, and strengthen 
the regional economy as a whole.   For 
further information, please contact Brad Mecham at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 206. 
 

New River/Mount Rogers  
Workforce Investment Board (WIB) 
While federal funding to support 
programs under the Workforce 
Investment Act for next year has been 
approved, the specific language of the 
bill is currently being interpreted by the 
Department of Labor.  It is anticipated 
that funding for the Adult, Dislocated 
Worker and Youth programs will be 
funded at a 15% reduction over current 
funding levels.  The Workforce 
Investment Board, in partnership with the 
Chief Local Elected Officials, has 
approved funding for program 
operations beginning July 1, 2011 in 
anticipation of funding authorization 
from the Department of Labor.  Service 
levels will be reduced by at least 15% 
while demand for program services 
continues to rise, especially with the 
Dislocated Worker program.  Grants 
currently being operated under the 
CREATES (Green Initiative) and HITE 
(Health Information Technology 
Education) initiatives are very active 
with over 500 customers being served.  
The WIB has partnered with local 
organizations to submit a proposal to 
fund another CREATES grant beginning 
in 2012 as well as partnering in other 
grant opportunities to secure outside 
funding to better serve and meet the 
employment and training needs of the 
citizens of our area.  For further information, 
please contact Ronnie Martin at (540) 633-6764 or 
email rmartin@nrvdc.org. 

NRVPDC Updates 
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May 26, 2011 
Economic Development 
 CEDS committee held second meeting on 

May 17 and discussed projects for inclusion 
2012. 

 Updated project list is included in packet for 
Commission review and approval at May 
meeting. 

 BAE won management contract for Arsenal.  
Working to set up meeting to explain PDC 
services and assistance available.  

 Regional Tourism Website ribbon cutting will 
be 5/31 @12:00 at Competitiveness 
Center.  Delegate Dave Nutter and Shawn 
Hash of Tangent Outfitters will speak. 

Transportation 
 VDOT Public Hearing on Six-Year 

Improvement Program 5/12 6:00 at Salem 
District Office 

 Attended Greenway Trail workshop in Luray 
hosted by RC&D Council. 

 Dept. of Conservation and Recreation will 
be preparing a Master Plan for New River 
Trail. 

May is Bike Month. April 30, Fix Fest next to 
the Blacksburg Farmer’s Market 60+ 
participants. May 20 Clean Commute Day. 
Ride of Silence in Radford 85+ riders. 

Land Use 
 Assisted with revisions to Pulaski County 

Wind Energy Facility Ordinance. 
 Addressing comments from Town of Floyd 

Planning Commission on Draft Comp. Plan. 
 Railroad Heritage Area Designation held 

second meeting in May to discuss 
establishing parts of western Virginia and 
West Virginia as a Federal Heritage Area.  

 Staff will be attending Certified Planning 
Commissioner Training in June and August. 

Regional 
Water Supply Plan must be adopted locally 

by November 2011.  Remaining to be 
adopted: Towns: Floyd, Narrows, Rich Creek, 
Glen Lyn Counties: Montgomery, Giles. 

 Sustainable Communities Memorandum of 
Agreement local government approval due 
May 28th (Floyd County, Montgomery 
County, Pulaski County, Radford, Blacksburg 

 Heartwood Sneak Peak for NRV local 
governments 6/1 3:00-5:00   

 Shaka Project (think tank between 
Lynchburg, Roanoke, NRV) shared report 
and asked PDC directors to help guide next 
steps.  

PDC 
 Cost Allocation Plan currently being 

reviewed by GMS Accounting Director. 
 
NRVPDC Commission meetings are held on the fourth 
Thursday of every month, 6:00 p.m., at the New River 
Valley Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn.  All 
meetings are open to the public. 

PDC Welcomes New 
Staff Members 

 

The PDC 
welcomes Kim 
Thurlow to its 
staff.  Kim has 
a B.A. in 
Environmental 
Law and 
Policy from 
American 
University and 
an M.S. in 
Environmental 
Science from 

The Yale School of Forestry and Environmental 
Studies. Before landing in the New River 
Valley five years ago, Kim worked for six 
years with The Nature Conservancy as a 
conservation planner where she coordinated 
multidisciplinary research and community 
outreach projects and guided the development 
of management, strategic and land use plans 
for a variety of non-profit organizations and 
government agencies. Most recently, Kim 
served as Assistant Director of Virginia Tech’s 
Catawba Sustainability Center where her work 
focused on program development and 
coordinating projects related to sustainable 
land use practices and local economic 
development.  In her new role, Kim will be 
coordinating the New River Valley Livability 
Initiative. She can be reached at (540) 639-
9313, ext. 202 or kthurlow@nrvpdc.org. 
 
The PDC 
would also 
like to 
welcome 
Carol Davis 
to its staff.  
Carol is a 
lifetime 
Virginia 
resident.  
Growing up in 
the Northern 
Virginia 
suburbs, Carol moved down to southwest 
Virginia in the late 1980s to attend Virginia 
Tech – and fell in love with the area.  Carol 
joins the staff as the new Community Outreach 
Facilitator for the Livability Initiative.  She 
recently completed an interdisciplinary degree 
in Environmental Policy & Planning and 
Sociology at Virginia Tech.  Professionally, 
Carol’s background has focused on addressing 
the affordable housing needs of very low 
income households with Community Housing 
Partners across the Appalachian and Blue 
Ridge regions.  Carol is excited to participate 
in this regional effort to build upon the region’s 
unique cultural and natural assets to enhance 
the quality of life for all of the New River 
Valley’s citizens.  Carol can be reached at 
(540) 639– 9313, ext. 219 or 
cdavis@nrvpdc.org. 

  

 
 
April 28, 2011 
Economic Development 
 CEDS committee held first meeting on April 

19 and discussed projects for inclusion 2012. 
 The Commerce Park Participation Committee 

released an RFP for strategic planning 
services with work to be completed July 2011
-November 2011. 

 NRVPDC staff is preparing an internal and 
external marketing plan for the Comp. 
Center. 

 Regional Tourism Website ribbon cutting will 
be 5/31 @12:00 at Competitiveness Center.  
Delegate Dave Nutter and Shawn Hash of 
Tangent Outfitters will speak. 

 Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Initiative (TEMCI) announced 
1st round of technical assistance grants for 9 
projects. 

Transportation 
 VDOT Public Hearing on Six-Year 

Improvement Program 5/12 6:00 at Salem 
District Office. 

 PDC to identify 3 regional priority projects. 

 Regional Long-Range Plan Public Meeting 
April 28, 4:00-6:00 in Conference Room at 
Competitiveness Center.  All Commissioners 
encouraged to arrive early and stop by the 
Open House style meeting. 

May is Bike Month.  April 30, Fix Fest next to 
the Blacksburg Farmer’s Market 9:00-Noon, 
Hospitality Stations (Promote RideSolutions) 
May 20 at B’burg Farmer’s Market 7:30a-
9:00a, May 27 Falling Branch. 

Land Use 
 PDC staff started City of Radford Subdivision 

Ordinance Update in April 
 Railroad Heritage Area Designation meeting 

held in April to discuss establishing parts of 
western Virginia and West Virginia as a 
Federal Heritage Area.   

Woody Bio-mass Feasibility Conference in 
Wytheville hosted by RC&D April 20-21. 

 Planning Commissioner Training Event held 
April 27.  Discussed alternative water/
wastewater systems.   

Regional 
Water Supply Plan must be adopted locally 

by November 2011. 
 Sustainable Communities Memorandum of 

Agreement local government approval due 
May 28th (Floyd County, Montgomery County, 
Pulaski County, Radford, Blacksburg, 
Christiansburg). 

PDC 
 Project Coordinator hired for Regional 

Sustainable Communities project, Kim Thurlow 
formerly Assistant Director of Catawba 
Sustainability Center. 

 
 
 



NRV Transportation News 
 
 

►  In April, the Commission selected the top three regional priority transportation 
projects.  The Fiscal Year 2010 – 2016 SYIP list was used as the foundation for the 
selections.  Commissioners reviewed the projects that were not included in the State’s 
construction program to make their selections.  The 2011 – 2017 priorities selected 
by the Commission were: 1) Route 114 widening from Route 460 Business in 
Christiansburg to the Radford Army Ammunition Plant 2) Interstate 81 interchanges in 
Pulaski and Montgomery Counties, and the City of Radford, and 3) Route 100 
widening between Pulaski and Giles Counties. 
►  April 26th the PDC and the Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Montgomery MPO 
facilitated the second regional public transportation organization stakeholder 
committee meeting.  The group examined four different organizational models that 
are common in Virginia.  Next steps for the study include meeting with individual 
stakeholders and developing implementation strategies for future organizational 
structures.  The group will meet again in late June or early July. 
►  The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee met on May 17th and was joined 
by special guest Ray Pethtel, Senior Transportation Fellow at VTTI and Interim 
Director of the I-81 Coalition.  Ray shared some of his previous experiences as VDOT 
Commissioner and Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) Chairperson.  Ray also 
led a group discussion on developing local transportation priorities.  The discussion 
provided TAC members insights on transportation language – how safety and 
congestion is interpreted differently at a local and statewide level.  Mr. Pethtel also 
informed the TAC about the I-81 Coalition, future benefits for communities and states 
located along the corridor, and the potential role of PDCs in the future. 
►  The Bikeway-Walkway Committee also met on the 17th of May, to discuss local 
project updates and learn about the recent Hawksbill Greenway tour in Luray, 
Virginia.  The committee was informed that the State Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR) is preparing a New River Trail Master Plan.  The goal of the 
plan is to identify future routing to connect the Radford Riverway, the Huckleberry 
Trail and beyond.  In addition, the Committee discussed the Regional Bikeway-
Walkway-Blueway local review status.  Tentative allocations for the Transportation 
Enhancement Program were also reviewed.  A final action has not been taken by the 
CTB; however, if funding remains consistent, four out of six applicants from the New 
River Valley will receive funding.  For further information on transportation related issues, please 
contact Elijah Sharp at (540) 639-9313, ext. 210. 
 
 

 

Page 4 New River  Val ley News & Views 

NRV Economic   
Indicators 

Labor Force and Unemployment 
All NRV jurisdictions experienced increases in their labor force between the 3rd and 
4th quarters of 2010.  In addition, almost all NRV jurisdictions experienced 
decreases in their unemployment rate in the same time period, except Floyd County 
which increased (.1%). 

AGGREGATE LABOR FORCE

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2010 4th Qtr 2010
Floyd County 22,695 22,706
Giles County 24,929 25,079
Montgomery County 136,744 138,669
Pulaski County 53,115 53,452
Radford City 23,922 23,928
New River Valley 261,405 263,834
Source:  Virginia Employment Commission.

AVERAGE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

Jurisdiction 3rd Qtr 2010 4t Qtr 2010
Floyd County 7.1% 7.2%
Giles County 8.8% 7.8%
Montgomery County 7.2% 6.9%
Pulaski County 8.7% 7.7%
Radford City 9.5% 7.9%
New River Valley 7.8% 7.3%
Source:  Virginia Employment Commission.
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June 2011 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 
 

14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Meetings 

 June 1-Montgomery County-
Blacksburg LEPC Meeting-3 
p.m. 

 June 2-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 June 7-Blacksburg PC-7:30 
p.m. 

 June 8-Montgomery PC-7 p.m. 
 June 13-Pulaski Town PC-6 

p.m. 
 June 14- Pulaski PC-7 p.m.  
 June 15-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m. 
 June 16-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 

Center-10 a.m. 
 June 20-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 June 21-Floyd PC-7p.m. 
 June 23-NRVPDC Commission 

Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 
 June 27-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
 June 28-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.  
  

 
 
 

July 2011 
S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Meetings 

 July 5-Blacksburg PC-7:30 
p.m.  

 July 7-MPO Policy Board 
Meeting-MC Gov’t Center-2 
p.m. 

 July 11-Pulaski Town PC-6 
p.m. 

 July 12-Pulaski PC-7 p.m. 
 July 13-Montgomery PC-7 

p.m.; Virginia’s First-4:30 p.m. 
 July 18-Radford PC-7 p.m. 
 July 19-BWWW Mtg-

NRVPDC-11:30 a.m.; TAC 
Mtg-NRVPDC-1:30 p.m.; Floyd 
PC-7p.m. 

 July 20-Montgomery PC-7 
p.m. 

 July 21-MPO TAC-MC Gov’t 
Center-10 a.m. 

 July 25-Pearisburg PC-7 p.m. 
 July 26-Giles PC-6:30 p.m.  
 July 28 - NRVPDC Commission 

Mtg.-6:00 p.m. 



THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  June – July 2011 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

INTER Materials LLC Awarded 2011 Army Small Business Innovation 

Research (SBIR) Achievement Award 

INTER Materials LLC, a tenant of the Competitiveness Center, announced that the company is a recipient 

of  the 2011 Army Small Business  Innovation Research Achievement Award  for  its  innovative  low cost 

manufacturing  technology  of  high  ballistic  performance  helmets.  The  Achievement  Awards  were 

presented by Dr. Scott Fish, US Army Chief Scientist, at a ceremony May 20th at the Pentagon Conference 

Center in Washington, D.C.  Dr. Francisco Folgar and his wife Mila Folgar accepted on behalf of INTER 

Materials.    INTER Materials  technology was one of eleven SBIR Phase  II projects selected by  the Army 

out of 649 eligible companies  for  this prestigious award  that recognizes companies  for  their significant 

contributions to the Army mission and potential for commercialization. 

“INTER Materials is honored to receive this recognition by the US Army. The success of this program is 

attributed to the hard work and dedication for our INTER Materials team, the support received from the 

group at the US Army Research Laboratory in Aberdeen, the efforts of our Contracting Officer Technical 

Representative Dr. Shawn Walsh and Dr. Brian Scott, the guidance of Dr. James Zheng, Chief Scientist at 

PEO Soldier, and the assistance of MILCOM Venture Partners.  We are proud to be a part of the Army’s 

objective in lightening the load carried by the Warfighter,” said Dr. Francisco Folgar, President of INTER 

Materials. 

INTER Materials  has  pioneered  a  manufacturing  process  suited  for  thermoplastic  matrix  composite 

materials  that  provides  superior  ballistic  performance  and  significant  weight  reduction  to  ballistic 

helmets at a production rate comparable to the current process used for the incumbent Advanced Combat 

Helmet. This technology utilizes 70‐80% of the current helmet manufacturing infrastructure, resulting in a 

reduction of  the  investment  risk when adopting a new helmet  system and  increasing  the potential  for 

transition  to  commercialization.  “INTER  Materials  technology  will  allow  the  US  Army  to  combine 

superior  ballistic  protection with  significant weight  reduction  at  competitive manufacturing  costs  for 

their  next  generation  to  Enhanced  Combat Helmets  and  Light Weight Advanced  Combat Helmets,” 

continues Dr. Folgar. 

The  Company  appreciates  the  opportunity  given  to  mature  its  technology  through  the  Army’s 

Commercialization  Pilot  Program  after  its  technology  was  identified  by MILCOM  as  having  strong 

potential  to  transition  to  the Warfighter.    This  helmet  technology  also  offers  potential  for  the  use  of 

thermoplastic  matrix  composite  materials  in  other  Department  of  Defense  armoring  applications 

including military vehicles, aircraft, and personal protective equipment. 

A separate SBIR Phase II Program was successfully completed in 2010 for the development of technology 

to increase the abrasion and scratch resistant properties of large polycarbonate and acrylic windows for 

helicopters using plasma coatings. The company engineered a surface coating process by  incorporating 

an  innovative  multiple  layer  film  coating  using  plasma  deposition  processes  to  custom  design  the 

adhesion, hardness, and erosion/abrasion resistance properties of metals, glasses and transparent plastics 

such as polycarbonate and acrylics. For more information, email info@intermaterials‐usa.com. 
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New River Valley Revolving Loan Fund 

The New River Valley Revolving Loan Fund (NRVRLF) is available for small businesses and business start‐ups in the 

New River Valley.  The primary advantage of taking out an NRVRLF loan is that interest rates are often more 

competitive than commercial banks in the area.  The interest rates on RLF loans are based on the Treasury Rate which are 

currently near historic lows.  The NRVRLF works with businesses to provide financing that may not be available 

elsewhere.  With a business friendly loan structure, the NRVRLF can help strengthen businesses in the New River 

Valley.  Following are points regarding the basic structure of the loan: 

 Revolving Loan Fund will provide no more than 40% of the total project with a maximum of $10,000 per 

applicant 

 Loans in excess of $10,000 or greater than 40% of the project would require 2/3 vote of the Board of Directors of 

the New River Valley Development Corporation 

 Anticipated loan structure:  50% from commercial or other type of lender, 40% Revolving Loan, 10% equity 

injection 

 Interest rate will range from 3% below the five (5) year Treasury rate to 1% above the Treasury rate determined 

by the perceived risk 

The goal of this fund is to support local businesses in their pursuit of becoming a successful and sustainable business 

within the New River Valley.  For more information on the New River Valley Revolving Loan Fund, visit 

http://nrvdc.org/dcfinance.html or contact Brad Mecham of the New River Valley Planning District Commission at 

bmecham@nrvpdc.org or 540‐639‐9313, ext. 206. 

 

NRV Competitiveness Center Welcomes New Tenants: 
 

E n e r t r o n i c s  

Enertronics is working on next generation electronic products for renewable energy and utility grid applications. At its 

initial R & D stage, prototypes of utility scale transformer and electric vehicle fast chargers have been developed for field 

testing.  The Company has teamed with major utilities and equipment manufactures to continue the development and 

testing. For further information, please contact enertronics@comcast.net. 

 

N ew  R i v e r   S e c u r i t y   I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

New River Security & Investigations, Inc. (NRSI), a diversified outsourcing services company based in Wytheville, 

Virginia, was formed in 1986 expressly for the purpose of providing a variety of quality security support and 

investigative services for personal, corporate, non‐profit and government organizations. NRSI professionals are 

specifically trained in state of the art surveillance equipment to obtain and document the evidence their clients require. 

Their services include: 

 Employee/Employment Background Investigations 

 Internal Covert Investigations 

 Vehicular Accident & Reconstruction by Court 

Certified Experts 

 Civil Wrong Doing, (Malpractice, Negligence, 

Product Liability) 

 Corporate Protection/Investigations 

 Fraud & Financial Investigations 

 Workers Compensation Investigations 

 Employee Theft 

 ID Theft & Cyber Crimes (Terrorism & Espionage) 

For more information, please contact Frankie Scott at FScott@nrsiinc.com, ( 276) 228‐7632 or visit www.nrsiinc.com 

 

 
For Competitiveness Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Acting Incubator Managers 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 

incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  



 

RIDE Solutions and Bike Month 
RIDE Solutions partnered with the New River Valley Bicycling Association, the Town of 
Blacksburg, and a number other event partners to celebrate Bike Month with two new events in 
Blacksburg: the Fix Fest and Bike Swap and a Clean Commute Fridays celebration. 
 
They had a great turnout for the second annual Fix Fest in Blacksburg. Over 60 bikes were 
tuned up and made road-ready on April 30. Quite a few volunteers contributed to putting on 
this event. Without Bike Barn, East Coasters, Hokie Spokes, Sustainable Blacksburg, the New 
River Valley Bicycle Association, the Town of Blacksburg, and Modea giving their time and 
effort, this wouldn’t have been possible. 
 

On the third of four Clean Commute Fridays in May (May 20), Ride Solutions 
hosted a hospitality station at the Blacksburg Farmer’s Market during the 
morning commute to thank those who take the clean commute pledge. 
 
Every year, RIDE Solutions runs a Clean Commute campaign to encourage 
commuters to use a cleaner commute mode – biking, walking, riding the bus, 
carpooling – on one or more Fridays in May. Participants pledge to use a 
cleaner commute mode, register their miles online, and are entered for a 

prize drawing. Results for this year aren’t in as of press time, but last year, 200 participants 
pledged nearly 10,000 miles!  For more information, please contact Christy Straight at (540) 639-
9313, ext. 209. 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  
Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 

jgilbertson@nrvpdc.org 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 
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Please continue 

to visit the  

New River 

Valley Planning 

District 

Commission 

on the web at 

nrvpdc.org 
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          New River Valley Draft Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan 
 

Some may recall an article written slightly over a year ago with a similar title…what seemed to be a few steps away in 
January 2010 turned into a broader opportunity.  The 2011 Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway 
Plan was developed from the ground up; starting in early 2009.  As opposed to a simple 
plan update, the PDC’s Bikeway-Walkway Committee felt that the plan could be a better 
resource if each jurisdiction provided their input – turns out it was worth the wait after all!     
 
After meeting with four counties, one city, and eight out of ten towns in the region – PDC 
staff found that each community was in a different stage of development.  Based on these  
meetings, the document needed to become more flexible so that a range of solutions could 
be explored.  Ultimately, the 2011 plan is a resource that identifies multi-jurisdictional 
connections, establishes common goals and priorities, serves as a resource for local or 
statewide planning, and provides materials that can be used to pursue funding. 
 
A new web page is being created for the draft plan and public comment is welcomed.  The 
plan is currently under review by each jurisdiction and is scheduled to be on the 
Commission’s agenda in late Fall 2011.  The website will also feature access to an 
interactive Google map that showcases existing facilities and access points in the region.  
Both elements are a work in progress – so your input will be valuable in helping us make them a better resource.  Everyone will 
be able to stay up to date by visiting the webpage regularly at www.nrvpdc.org/Transportation/transportation.html. For further 
information on transportation related issues, please contact Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org)at (540) 639-9313, ext. 210.  
 

New River Valley Livability Initiative 
The New River Valley Livability Initiative is a three year regional planning process to help citizens build a collective vision for our 
future.  This involves getting together and discussing not only what makes the NRV a great place to live, work and play, but also 
how we might better understand and plan for the challenges and opportunities that may confront us now and in the future.  Each 
community in the NRV is unique, so the ideas that are generated will not be “one-size-fits-all.” The focus will be on the unique 
character and needs of each community within the region, while also looking at the big picture - how communities in the region 
can work together.   
 
Examples of issues that might be discussed during the planning process include: 
 What options are there for people having transportation problems getting to work? 
 What choices do seniors have who need assisted living, but want to stay close to family, 

friends, and the community they live in?  
 What can we do to expand market opportunities for local farmers? 
 How can families reduce their home energy costs? 
 Can the small business that needs high speed internet get it? 
 How can we use public resources more effectively to support infrastructure upgrades and 

repairs to public water, sewer and roads? 
 What are the options for keeping our streams, rivers, and forests healthy and beautiful? 
 What can we do to expand job opportunities and support small businesses?  
 How can heritage music, crafts and arts made by people locally be supported and grow? 
 How can we maintain our current quality of life? 

August – September 2011 
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ExploreNewRiverValley.com 

For further information, 
please contact Brad Mecham 
(bmecham@nrvpdc.org) at 
(540) 639-9313, ext. 206. 

 

The New River Valley’s regional tourism website, www.explorenewrivervalley.com, was completed 
in May of this year with a partnership between local governments, chambers of commerce, visitors 
centers, and a grant from the Virginia Tourism Corporation.   

 Nearly 18,000 pages have been viewed by 3,400 people, averaging just over 5 pages 
per visit to the site 

 Top 5 Pages:  Events, Home Page, Trails, Parks, Lodging 
 Top 10 Countries visiting www.explorenewrivervalley.com:  United States, Germany, Russia, 

France, Portugal, Canada, Sweden, United Kingdom, New Zealand, Italy 
 75% of visits are from people who have not previously visited the site 
 There is an equal split between direct traffic, referring sites, and search engines 
 Top 5 sites that referred people to www.explorenewrivervalley.com: 

 www.nrvpdc.org - New River Valley Planning District Commission 
 www.christiansburg.org - Town of Christiansburg 
 www.search-results.com - Search Engine 
 www.citizens.coop - Citizens Telephone 
 www.cpe.vt.edu/macro2012/attractions.html - Virginia Tech 

 
 
 

Virginia ARC Workshop 
The Virginia Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD) held a How-to-Apply Workshop for 
the Appalachian Regional Commission Program in 
Abingdon on July 21. As always, funding is very 
competitive. Some key points covered during the session 
for the 2012 application cycle include:  

 No longer separate funding pools for Area 
Development and Regional Initiatives projects. 
Both types of projects are still eligible for funding, 
all out of this ARC funding round. One RFP 
package this year.  

 ARC Grant funding cut approximately 14% in 
program year 2011. 

 DHCD can now function as the Basic Agency for 
ARC-funded construction projects.  

 Among other items, common elements of project 
proposals must address leveraged private 
investment, capacity, sustainability, and a work 
plan with milestones and performance targets.  

 ARC Economic Status designation:  The four 
counties in the New River Valley are classified as 
“Transitional”.  For projects in Transitional 
localities, the maximum ARC funding participation 
is 50%. The City of Radford is classified as 
“Competitive” (maximum ARC funding 
participation: 30%).  

 Applicants are urged to coordinate with the 
Planning District Commission (PDC). A draft 
application should be submitted to the PDC.    

 
For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 217.  

Planners’ Meeting 
Local planners from around the region and PDC staff got together 
for lunch and networking discussion on July 14 at Anna’s Restaurant 
in Narrows. Among items discussed were the following:    
 A summary of evaluation form responses from the April 27 

Planning Commissioner Training Session was shared with the 
group. The training session included dinner followed by a 
panel discussion of Water and Wastewater Alternatives for 
Cluster and Conservation Developments. The discussion featured 
Jesse Richardson of Virginia Tech, Mike Heatwole of May 
Supply in Harrisonburg and the Virginia Water Well 
Association, and Eric Rorrer of Rorrer Well Drilling in 
Christiansburg.  

 Central States Tower sold a portion of its communication tower 
inventory to American Tower Corporation earlier this year.   

 Several inaccuracies in the latest FEMA flood maps have been 
identified by Giles County staff. A contact with the Army 
Corps of Engineers has been helpful in resolving mapping 
issues on a parcel-by-parcel basis.  

 The Virginia Rural Planning Caucus will hold its 2011 Annual 
Conference at Mountain Lake Resort in Giles County, October 
19-21. The Conference will feature a mobile workshop on the 
‘Round the Mountain Artisan Network and a visit to two 
artisan sites in Giles County. Keynote speaker Ed McMahon of 
the Urban Land Institute will focus on preserving community 
character. For more information or to register for the 
conference, please visit the Rural Planning Caucus website at 
www.rpcva.org.  

 
The planners’ lunch is a periodic informal gathering for planners in 
the New River Valley to share information and discuss issues of 
common interest. The meetings are facilitated by local planners and 
PDC staff. For further information, please contact Patrick Burton 
(pburton@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 217.  
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Transportation News 
 
The PDC is working with Pulaski County, New River Community 
College (NRCC), and VDOT on NRCC’s Route 11 entrance 
relocation.  

 The PDC’s role in the project is to coordinate environmental 
reviews with state and federal agencies. 

 The new entrance will improve sight distance along Route 
11 by moving it away from the Route 100 interchange. 

 The entrance relocation is a Revenue Sharing Project. 
 Preliminary Engineering is expected to begin later in the 

year.  
For further information on transportation related issues, please contact 
Elijah Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 639-9313, ext. 210.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Commission Meeting 
Summary 

 
June 23, 2011 
Economic Development 
 Full CEDS Report included in packet for Commission review and 

approval in June Meeting. 
 Governor’s Regional Economic Development Competitiveness 

Grant.  $200,000 total, up to $100,000 may be requested.  
Seeking non-traditional partnership projects. 

 Regional Tourism Website training for Montgomery, Floyd, 
Giles, Pulaski Counties, City of Radford and five chambers of 
commerce was held on 6/14; Website launch was well 
attended and positive feedback 
www.explorenewrivervalley.com. 

Transportation 
 Conducting interviews with transit stakeholders regarding 

Regional Transit Organizational Analysis study.  Partnership 
between PDC and MPO to identify solutions for working 
together across the region for transit delivery. 

 Demolition of Rt. 114 New River Bridge is underway.  
Contractor adjusted schedule to complete within one month.  
Allows for decreased closing of boat ramp. 

 Community Transit, a division of New River Valley Community 
Services, was awarded contract to operate the new Radford 
Transit system.  Coordination meeting between PDC, MPO, 
Blacksburg Transit and Pulaski Area Transit on 6/22. 

Regional 
 Water Supply Plan must be adopted locally by November 

2011.  Remaining to be adopted: Towns: Floyd, Narrows, Glen 
Lyn; Counties: Montgomery. 

 Heartwood opening to public 6/15 and will be open 7 days a 
week from 7am-7pm.  Ribbon cutting scheduled for July 23rd (to 
be announced).   

 Summit for Livability Initiative scheduled for August 11 at 
Claytor Lake.   

PDC 
 Facilitating Town of Blacksburg Business Climate Task Force.  

Kick off 6/24 followed by 7 focus groups.  Project scheduled to 
be complete in September.     

 GMS financial accounting system installed and 1 day of 
webinar training was conducted on June 7.  Two site visits 
scheduled with GMS staff, July 18-22 and August 1-5. 

 Virginia Association of Planning District Commissions Summer 
Conference is scheduled for July 28-30 in Virginia Beach.  
Typically no July Commission meeting because of conflict with 
conference.   

 

 

New River/Mount Rogers 
Workforce Investment Board 

 The Workforce Investment Board received notification of their 
PY’11 WIA Formula Funding effective July 1, 2011.  For PY’11 
their Adult/DLW funding was less than PY’10 but their Youth 
funding increased resulting in an overall $6,000 gain in funding for 
PY’11 over PY’10.  Program Operators have increased service 
levels and activities for all WIA programs.  

 All stimulus funding (ARRA) received in May 2009 has been 
expended and that program terminated effective June 30, 2011. 

 Grants currently being operated under CREATES (Green Initiative), 
HITE (Health Information Technology Education) and NEG-OJT for 
prolonged unemployed dislocated workers are very active with 
over 600 customers served to date. 

 Currently, the Board is partnering with Washington County, Smyth 
County, Bristol City, Virginia Highlands Community College, 
Southwest Virginia Alliance for Manufacturing, Virginia Department 
of Business Assistance as well as numerous private business and 
industry partners in a Tobacco Commission Grant application to 
provide funding for planning and feasibility study for a Southwest 
Virginia Regional Workforce Training Center.  If funded this would 
be an excellent concept to meet workforce training needs in the 
western part of the WIB service area.  

For further information, contact Ronnie Martin (rmartin@nrvdc.org) at 
(540) 633-6474. 

NRVPDC Commission  
meetings are held on the  

fourth Thursday  
of every month, 6:00 p.m., at the 

New River Valley 
 Competitiveness Center in Fairlawn. 

All meetings are open to the public. 
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Economic Indicators 
 
 

Employment and Wages 
The NRV’s 4th quarter employment and wage data 
for 2009 and 2010 shows a decrease in average 
employment of 99 (.15%) persons. The weekly wage 
increased ($23) and the number of establishments 
increased (14 or .4%). 
 

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 4th Qtr 4th Qtr
Floyd County 2,727 2,795
Giles County 4,664 4,744
Montgomery County 39,493 39,061
Pulaski County 11,496 11,672
Radford City 6,158 6,167
NRVPDC 64,538 64,439
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

 
AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 4th Qtr 4th Qtr
Floyd County $537 $530
Giles County 703 707
Montgomery County 732 750
Pulaski County 634 692
Radford City 788 806
NRVPDC 709 732
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

 
AVERAGE ESTABLISHMENTS

2009 2010
Jurisdiction 4th Qtr 4th Qtr
Floyd County 382 393
Giles County 361 360
Montgomery County 2,181 2,168
Pulaski County 731 745
Radford City 343 346
NRVPDC 3,998 4,012
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

 

NRVPDC YEAR END ANALYSIS

Average Average Average

Year Period Establishments Employment Weekly Wage

2010 4th Qtr 4,012 64,439 $732
2010 3rd Qtr 3,974 63,643 $703
2010 2nd Qtr 3,962 63,967 $658
2010 1st Qtr 3,944 62,714 $647
2009 4th Qtr 3,998 64,538 $709

14 -99 $23
Source: Virginia Employment Commission.

Growth/Change

 
 

 
The New River Valley 
HOME Consortium 
provides funding to 
build or rehabilitate 
housing for New River 
Valley residents 
earning 80% of the 
area median income or 

less.  All projects are completed with additional funding sources, such as 
Community Development Block Grant, Virginia Housing Development 
Authority, and State HOME, among others. The following summarizes the 
projects currently underway: 
Montgomery County 
 84 rental units rehabbed at Linden Green (formerly known as Old 

Farm Village) for those earning less than 50% of the area median 
income.  This project was completed through a partnership with 
Community Housing Partners. 

Pulaski County 
 9 rehabs completed, 3 substantial reconstructions completed, as part 

of the Dora Highway Neighborhood Revitalization program located 
in the Town of Pulaski.  The project is slated to complete 6 more 
rehabs, 3 more substantial reconstructions and build 6 new homes for 
new homeownership. 

 5 homes eligible for rehabilitation put out to bid as part of the 
Baskerville Rehabilitation project located in Dublin.  In total, the 
project is slated to complete 12 rehabs, 6 substantial reconstructions 
and provide sewer upgrades to the entire neighborhood. 

Giles County 
 Funds committed to a mixed used project in downtown Narrows to 

create 8 two-bedroom apartments for low-income families 
 Funds committed to an assisted living facility in Rich Creek benefitting 

up to 23 residents earning 60% of the area median income or less. 
City of Radford 
 Construction has begun on a mixed use project in downtown Radford 

to create 8 one-bedroom apartments for low-income families. 
Floyd County’s funding cycle is scheduled for the 2012-2013 fiscal 
year.  The County is currently working with HOME staff to plan a project 
best suited for its housing needs. For further information, please contact 
Jennifer Wilsie (jwilsie@nrvpdc.org)at (540) 639-9313, ext. 204. 
 
 



THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
 Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  August – September 2011 
 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

How to Hire the Right Employees? 

It all starts with a good job description. To craft an accurate, detailed job description, spell out what tasks are 

involved in the position, what tools and methods are used, the general responsibilities of the job, and any 

qualifications needed. 

At the same time, the Small Business Administration recommends keeping job descriptions fairly flexible so 

that workers on your employee payroll software are able to grow and develop within their positions and 

expand their contributions to the company. 

So, what constitutes a good job description? 

 Job title and objective. This will tell prospective employees what the broad purpose and scope of the role is 

 Tasks and duties. Spell out the regular tasks and responsibilities of the job, from most significant to least 

important. There is no need to be exhaustive, but make sure all typical duties are mentioned 

 Roles and relationships. Discuss who the employee will report to, whom they will work with, and if they 

will have responsibility for any other staff members 

 Qualifications. Spell out the educational level you are seeking, plus any other qualities necessary to 

perform the job that you have already determined 

 Location and equipment. Mention where the job is located and what type of equipment will be used to 

perform it, including computer systems 

 Salary. You may also choose to include a pay range in your job description, so people know what to expect 

after you add them to your employee payroll  

 

NRV Competitiveness Center Welcomes New Tenant 
 

Northview Media Group, publishers of New River Parent, a regional 

parenting magazine for the counties of Floyd, Giles, Montgomery, and Pulaski, 

and the City of Radford moved into the Center in July. Owned and operated by 

Mike Wade, Northview Media Group also offers services in the areas of graphic 

design, photography and writing, as well as marketing and public relations 

consultation. For more information, contact Mike Wade at 540‐257‐0678 or via e‐

mail at mwade@newriverparent.com. You may also visit the website for New 

River Parent by going to www.newriverparent.com. 

 

 

 
For Competitiveness Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Acting Incubator Managers 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 
FLOYD COUNTY 
•  FRED GERALD 
•  EVELYN JANNEY 

TOWN OF FLOYD 
•  MIKE PATTON, VICE  
   CHAIR              

GILES COUNTY 
•  RICHARD MCCOY 
•  VACANT 

TOWN OF NARROWS 
•  TOM GARRETT 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
•  RAY CHAMBERS 
•  ANNETTE PERKINS 

TOWN OF PEARISBURG 
•  VACANT 

PULASKI COUNTY 
•  CHARLES BOPP 
•  JOSEPH SHEFFEY 
•  DOUG WARREN 

TOWN OF PULASKI 
•  LARRY CLEVINGER 
•  MORGAN WELKER 

CITY OF RADFORD 
•  HELEN HARVEY 
•  TIM COX 

TOWN OF RICH CREEK 
•  GARY EATON 

TOWN OF BLACKSBURG 
•  DON LANGREHR 
•  HOLLY LESKO, CHAIR 

RADFORD UNIVERSITY 
•  RICHARD ALVAREZ 

TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
•  HENRY SHOWALTER 
•  SCOTT WEAVER, TREASURER 

VIRGINIA TECH 
•  DAVID DENT 
•  KEVIN SULLIVAN 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 

Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 
 

 
 

There will be a Livability Initiative Kick-off Summit on August 11th at Claytor 
Lake State Park Marina Facility. At this event you can learn more about the 
Livability Initiative, how to get involved, and participate in a conversation 
about the strengths and challenges of the New River Valley Region. We will 
have a sequence of three facilitated discussions from 1- 5pm and an Open 
House from 5-8pm for those who cannot participate during the day. The 
Open House will feature the same content as earlier in the day but will have 
a more flexible “drop in” format.  Please join us! 
 

For more information on the Livability Initiative, how to get involved or to 
RSVP for the event visit www.nrvlivability.org. For additional questions, 
please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 
202 or Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 222. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 

Employment Opportunity 
 The NRVPDC is hiring a Natural 

Resource/Community Health Planner. For 
further information, please visit nrvpdc.org 
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           Virginia’s First Celebrates Infrastructure Improvements at 
           NRV Commerce Park  
 
Virginia’s First celebrated progress at the New River Valley Commerce Park August 11th in developing the site as an attractive 
facility for businesses to locate. The water tank bolting ceremony included Senator Philip Puckett, local elected officials, 
representatives of the member governments, and other local notables involved in the region’s economic development. 
 
Basil Edwards, Chairman of the Authority’s Commerce Park Participation Committee and City of Radford’s Economic Development 
Director, spoke briefly as the group gathered for the photo marking the occasion, “This project isn’t for us. We’re making this 
investment for our children and grandchildren. A lot of organizations across the region have come together to make this project a 
reality and create opportunity for the future.” 
 
The water and sewer improvements for the park will provide for one million 
gallons of water and one million gallons of sewage transmission. This 
additional capacity makes the site more attractive to industries and 
businesses considering development sites in the New River Valley. 
 
The Commerce Park is a joint economic development effort of 11 local 
governments encompassing over 900 acres of industrial property in a 
Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) and adjacent to a general aviation airport that 
includes U.S. Customs services.  The development of the park will be a great 
economic benefit for the entire region in the form of taxes and jobs.   For 
further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvpdc.org) or by 
phone at (540) 639-9313, ext. 209. 
 
 

New River Valley Livability Initiative 
On August 11th, the Planning District Commission hosted a regional kick-off event for the Livability 
Initiative planning process at Claytor Lake State Park.  The event was very well attended, with 
nearly 150 residents of the New River Valley coming together to share and discuss their ideas for 
how to create a more livable, prosperous and resilient future for our region!  Participants 
generated hundreds of ideas during the event and were able to indicate their key priorities via a 
series of keypad polling exercises.  Some of the outcomes are listed below:   
                                                                           Strengths 

 Scenic beauty, natural resources of the region – 33.76% 
 Great institutions of higher education (universities, colleges, etc.) – 18.47% 
 Welcoming people and rural community lifestyle – 12.74% 
 Low cost of living (affordable to live here) – 9.55% 
 Access to fresh local food (including meat, vegetables, and fruit) – 7.64% 
Challenges 
 Limited employment opportunities (need for economic development) – 32.88% 
 Balance growth with rural character – 20.67% 
 Loss of industry and manufacturing – 18.67% 
 Infrastructure (broadband and transit) to connect the region – 13.01% 
 Lack of diversity (social, economic, racial) – 11.33% 

Continued on Page 5 
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Regional Learning Experience 
 

In an effort to increase the knowledge of the PDC staff about the New River Valley including its industries, local government, 
natural resources, and political leadership, etc.,  the PDC has launched a series of events that will bring the staff “up close and 
personal” with the people and places that make up the New River Valley.  
 
The first such event occurred on August 5th with a tour of Pulaski County conducted by Shawn Utt, the Community Development 
Director for Pulaski County. With background narration provided by Shawn the staff visited the regional facilities located in the 
county, the industrial park, the commerce park, major manufacturing plants, visitor’s center, and several other sites of interest. Of 
particular interest to the staff was a driving tour of the areas in the Town of Pulaski and Draper that were affected by the 
tornadoes earlier this year. The staff was struck by the volunteerism and self help that is showcased in the recovery efforts of 
these two communities.  
 
On August 25th Kevin Belcher, Assistant County Administrator for Giles County, provided a tour of Giles County. Kevin provided 
in-depth information about the operation of the major industries located in the county. Drive-by tours of the Chemical Lime Plant, 
the Celanese Plant, and AEP gave the staff an appreciation of long term partnerships that sustain rural Virginia communities. 
Kevin pointed out that Giles County is rich in, and pursues, small to medium sized manufacturers to sustain and grow its economy. 
The staff was in awe of the natural beauty of the county and the many tourist venues available to the public. The staff also had 
the opportunity to visit with and discuss issues confronting small towns with the town manager of Glen Lyn, Mr. Howard Spencer.  
 
In the coming months the staff looks forward to visiting with other jurisdictions within the NRV along with visiting and learning 
more from area leaders about what makes the NRV such a special place.  If you would like to host a tour of your town or county 
please contact Kevin Byrd (kbyrd@nrvpdc.org),  at (540) 639-9313, ext. 212. The PDC would welcome the opportunity to learn 
more about your community so that we can serve you better.  
 

New Staff Member 
 
The PDC welcomes 
Tommi Godwin to its 
staff. Tommi grew up in 
Bemidji, Minnesota, the 
first city on the 
Mississippi River.  She 
holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 
Applied Mathematics 
from Bemidji State 
University and a Master 
of Urban and Regional 
Planning degree from 
Virginia Tech, emphasis 

in Natural Resources and Environmental Planning. She also 
earned an interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate in 
Watershed Management from Virginia Tech. Tommi’s most 
recent work includes a one-year Virginia SeaGrant 
funded project in coastal planning with the Middle 
Peninsula Planning District Commission, developing land 
use and local government strategies to address coastal 
flooding and storm surge. In her new role, Tommi will lend 
her efforts to New River Valley projects involving Green 
Infrastructure, Natural Resources, Agricultural Systems, and 
Community Health. She can be reached at (540) 639-
9313, ext. 205 or tgodwin@nrvpdc.org.      
 
 

Project Updates 
 
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 
Competitiveness Initiative (TEMCI) 
The second round of marketing and grant applications is 

underway.  Brad Mecham (New River Valley PDC), Ted Settle (VT 
Office of Economic Development), and Dr. Robert Taylor (VT 
Center for High Performance Manufacturing), met with 10 
companies interested in applying for TEMCI funding in mid-July.  
Letters of intent were due on September 1st with formal 
applications due November 1st.  The first round of funding for this 
Economic Development Administration Trade Adjustment Assistance 
grant produced 9 projects benefiting the New River Valley, 
Roanoke Valley-Allegheny Highlands, and Mount Rogers 
transportation equipment manufacturers.  It is anticipated that the 
second round will produce similar results in the areas of product 
development, process improvements, and the use of green 
technologies. 

 
New River Valley Tourism Website 
August and September were great months for traffic on 
the tourism website: www.explorenewrivervalley.com. 

Outside of the homepage, visitors to the site are looking up 
eateries, trails, parks, lodging, and events with the most frequency.  
Search engine traffic has also picked up.  Previously, 33% of 
traffic sources were from search engines, but August and 
September revealed that number increased to nearly 60%.  
Outside of search engines, Virginia’s Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, Virginia Tech, and the Town of Christiansburg 
provided the most referrals to the site over the past 2 months.  
More of the visitors to the site are also first time visitors, with 
repeat visitors making up only 26.2% of all visitors to the site.    

Staff Contact: Brad Mecham, 
bmecham@nrvpdc.org 
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Transportation News 
 
The PDC is working with VDOT to complete the 2035 Rural Long 
Range Transportation Plan. 

o The New River Valley will have formalized 
transportation plans in both the urban and rural areas. 

o The new plan compiles existing local, regional, and all 
seven statewide databases into one plan. 

o The plan will become a component of the Statewide 
Surface Transportation Plan. 

o The PDC and local governments have participated in the 
planning process for the last 5 years.  The plan will not 
be directly connected to any funding programs. 

o At the regular meeting in September, the Commission 
signed a Resolution of Endorsement for the 2035 Plan. 

 
For further information on transportation 
related issues, please contact Elijah 
Sharp (esharp@nrvpdc.org) at (540) 
639-9313, ext. 210.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
August 25, 2011 
Economic Development 
 VA’s 1st with PDC assistance applied for a Governor’s Regional 

Economic Development Competitiveness Grant to help with costs 
for a strategic plan at the Commerce Park. 

 NRV App (for mobile phones) coming soon, developed by NRV 
Magazine using www.explorenewrivervalley.com information 
from events, lodging, and dining. 

Transportation 
 City of Radford and Radford University launched Radford 

Transit on August 8th.  83 riders first day before 6:30, 350 
riders over four days of service. 

 Regional Transit Organizational Analysis study scheduled to be 
complete in September.  Partnership between PDC and MPO to 
identify solutions for working together across the region for 
transit delivery.  

 Draft of the NRV Bikeway, Walkway, Blueway Plan can be 
found at the link below 
http://www.nrvpdc.org/Transportation/bwwwbw.html 

Regional 
 Broadband project is under construction, starting in Prices Fork 

area.  Delays on ordering fiber to install because of impacts 
from tsunami in Japan.   

September 22, 2011 
Economic Development 
 Provided technical assistance to Development Corporation to 

issue loan through NRV Revolving Loan Fund to small business in 
Floyd, Bootleg BBQ.  Another loan fund application being 
considered by Corporation for small business in Montgomery 
County. 

 Provided technical assistance to Floyd County for U.S. Economic 
Development Administration grant application for potential 
business creation/expansion project. 

 VT-Office of Economic Development hosted regional meeting 
between NRV, Roanoke Valley and Lynchburg region to 
compare/contrast Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy documents. 

Transportation 
 NRV Rural Long Range Transportation Plan scheduled for 

adoption at September Commission meeting.  Draft plan 
included in packet. 

Regional 
 Roanoke-Blacksburg Area Technology Council launched 

Innovation Blueprint planning process on August 31.  Private 
sector led initiative to establish the two regions as high-
tech/innovative economies. 
www.thetechnologycouncil.com/blueprint 

 Dialogue underway between NRV and Roanoke Valley on 
broadband infrastructure.  Roanoke conducting a demand 
study currently, evaluating options, considering NRV assets. 

 PDC partnered with VT-Institute for Policy and Governance 
for successful Community Health grant to the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation.  First PDC project involving community 
health. 

PDC 
 Receiving national Innovation Award for Green Infrastructure 

project from NADO. 

 
The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board 
is currently wrapping up CREATES program activities.  This 

program will end in January, 2012 and extensive, ongoing 
efforts are being made to place program completers in 
employment.  The Program has been very successful serving 354 
clients with 295 participating in training activities.  It is 
anticipated that 80% of clients will be placed in training related 
employment.   

 
The WIB was recently notified that $10,000 of Incentive 

Funds were being awarded for Exemplary Performance for 
PY’09 program activities.  The funds will be available July 1, 
2011 and will expire on June 30, 2012. 

 
At the Federal level, current funding for WIA program 

activities is good, however, it is unsure what impact deficit 
reduction measures will have on funding for PY’12 activities. 

 
WIA reauthorization has been in process for quite some time 

but is currently off the table waiting on deficit reduction cuts for 
the FY’12 Federal budget.  It is hopeful that reauthorization 
efforts will resume after completion and approval of the FY’12 
budget. For further information, contact Ronnie Martin 
(rmartin@nrvdc.org) at (540) 633-6764. 

NRVPDC Commission Meeting Summaries 
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Economic Indicators 
 
 

Employment and Unemployment Data 
The NRV’s employment data for August, 2011shows  the 
City of Radford as having the highest unemployment rate 
at 9.2%.  In addition, most of the New River Valley has a 
higher unemployment rate than the State (6.5%).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Vehicle Registrations 
Car registrations increased throughout the District between the 1st 
and 2nd quarters of 2011 with Montgomery County showing the 
largest increase (99). Truck registrations also increased with Floyd 
and Montgomery Counties both showing an increase of 7. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  2011 Planning Commissioners 
Annual Dinner Meeting 

  

 
The 24th Annual Dinner Meeting of the Local Planning 
Commissions in the New River Valley will be held on 
Thursday, October 27, 2011, at Chateau Morrisette in Floyd.  
Andy Morikawa will be speaking on “Learning to Community: 
Stories from A Life”.  The co-host for this event is Floyd 
County. Planning Commissions should receive their invitations 
soon.  For further information, please contact 
Lydeana Martin at (540) 745-9300, 
lmartin@floydcova.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Unemployment Rate 
January – August 2011 

August, 2011

Civilian Unemployment

Area Labor Force Employment Unemployment (%)

Floyd County  7,758 7,221 537 6.9

Giles County  8,503 7,823 680 8

Montgomery County  46,714 43,690 3,024 6.5

Pulaski County  18,137 16,684 1,453 8

Radford City  8,210 7,454 756 9.2

Blacksburg‐

Christiansburg‐Radford 

MSA 81,564 75,652 5,912 7.2

NRVPDC 89,322 82,872 6,450 7.2

Virginia 4,243,140 3,966,790 276,350 6.5

Source: Virginia  Workforce Connection: LAUS Unit and Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: Virginia Workforce Connection: LAUS Unit and Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

 

Car Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2011 2nd Qtr 2011 % Change

Floyd County 63 82 30.2%

Giles  County 77 110 42.9%

Montgomery County 431 530 23.0%

Pulaski  County 175 193 10.3%

Radford City 54 67 24.1%

Total 800 982 22.8%

Source: Virginia  Automobile Dealers Association.

Truck Registrations

Jurisdiction 1st Qtr 2011 2nd Qtr 2011 % Change

Floyd County 22 29 31.8%

Giles  County 25 25 0.0%

Montgomery County 68 75 10.3%

Pulaski  County 38 38 0.0%

Radford City 11 14 27.3%

Total 164 181 10.4%

Source: Virginia Automobile Dealers Association.



THE COMPETITIVE EDGE 
Official Publication of the New River Valley Competitiveness Center 

A Small Business Incubator 
Shawn Utt/Doug Hudson,  October – November 2011 

 Acting Incubator Managers 
 

NRV Job Fair Expo 

The New River Valley Job Fair Expo, which will be held on October 27th at New River Community 

College in Dublin, presents an ideal opportunity for companies and organizations to survey 

potential employees including seasonal workers, technically trained entry level employees, recent 

college graduates, and experienced professionals. To maximize the success of your recruiting 

results, interview rooms will be available. This option provides you the opportunity to meet and 

briefly interview many outstanding candidates to fill any and all open slots.  

 

Registration deadline for employers is October 17 (or until all available slots are filled). The $95 registration fee includes a meal 

for up to two company representatives, an exhibit booth, and interview room. There will be a $20 charge for any additional 

company representatives to cover the meal.  

 

For additional information or to register online, visit  www.nr.edu/nrvjobfairexpo. 

 

Introducing the NRVapp 

 
For Competitiveness Center information contact: 

Shawn Utt or Doug Hudson, Acting Incubator Managers 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 302, Radford, VA 24141 

Phone: 540.633.6730 Fax: 540.633.6768 
incubatormanager@nrvdc.org or www.nrvdc.org/nrvcc.html  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRVPDC Commissioners 
FLOYD COUNTY 
•  FRED GERALD 
•  EVELYN JANNEY 

TOWN OF FLOYD 
•  MIKE PATTON, VICE  
   CHAIR              

GILES COUNTY 
•  RICHARD MCCOY 
•  VACANT 

TOWN OF NARROWS 
•  TOM GARRETT 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
•  RAY CHAMBERS 
•  ANNETTE PERKINS 

TOWN OF PEARISBURG 
•  CHARLES VIA 

PULASKI COUNTY 
•  CHARLES BOPP 
•  JOSEPH SHEFFEY 
•  DOUG WARREN 

TOWN OF PULASKI 
•  LARRY CLEVINGER 
•  MORGAN WELKER 

CITY OF RADFORD 
•  HELEN HARVEY 
•  TIM COX 

TOWN OF RICH CREEK 
•  GARY EATON 

TOWN OF BLACKSBURG 
•  DON LANGREHR 
•  HOLLY LESKO, CHAIR 

RADFORD UNIVERSITY 
•  RICHARD ALVAREZ 

TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
•  HENRY SHOWALTER 
•  SCOTT WEAVER, TREASURER 

VIRGINIA TECH 
•  DAVID DENT 
•  KEVIN SULLIVAN 

Kevin R. Byrd, AICP 
Executive Director 

kbyrd@nrvpdc.org 

Jan R. Gilbertson, Newsletter Editor 
 

 
 

Participants also worked in 
smaller element area 
groups to identify key issues 
that they would like to see 
investigated and 
considered during the 
planning process.  Full 
results and outcomes from 
the Livability Initiative Kick-
Off Event can be viewed on 
the project website - 
www.nrvlivability.org – 
where visitors can also provide ongoing feedback, examine working group 
progress, or find out how to be more actively involved!  For additional questions, 
please contact Kim Thurlow (kthurlow@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 202 or 
Carol Davis (cdavis@nrvpdc.org), (540) 639-9313, ext. 222. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New River Valley Planning District Commission 
6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 

(Continued from Page 1) 
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New River Valley 
Planning District Commission 

6580 Valley Center Drive, Suite 124 
Radford, VA  24141 

P: 540.639.9313 
F:  540.831.6093 
www.nrvpdc.org 

nrvpdc@nrvpdc.org 
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