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Giles Area Plan 

2011 Plan Objectives 

The Giles area rests quietly in the heart of the Appalachian 
Mountains of southwest Virginia, offering a relaxed atmosphere for 
residents and visitors.  Giles is rich with exquisite countryside that 
provides endless excitement for outdoor enthusiasts and adventure 
lovers of all ages, for all seasons.  Giles is home to over 90 square 
miles of the Jefferson National Forest, Mountain Lake 
Conservatory, Cascades, Glen Alton recreational area, over 50 miles 
of the Appalachian Trail and 37 miles of the New River. 

Recently the County 
launched an outdoor 
recreation initiative 
that provides a local 
guide for fishing, 
hiking, canoeing and 
mountain biking.  
The towns of 
Pearisburg, 
Narrows, Rich 
Creek, Glen Lyn and 
Pembroke are all 
located along the 
New River and serve 

as gateways to the 
activities provided.     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hierarchical priorities for the Giles area include:    

1. Connecting Communities to Jefferson National Forest 

a. Potential Trails at Mill Creek Farm, Narrows 

2. Completing Whitt Riverbend Park Improvements  

3. Access to Waterways – Continuing to Develop Blueway 
System 

4. Installing Recreational Signage/Information 

a. Developing Cultural Heritage Trail Networks 

5. Interlinking to Surrounding Communities 

a. Connecting to Neighboring Rails-to-Trails 
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